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Drive Sensib ly-Savc., Uv,
Fuel consum ption  depends to  a great 
ex tent on driving habits and opera ting 
conditions.
In o rder to  save fuel you should:
•  ensure tha t tire  pressures are 

co rrec t
•  not carry unnecessary loads
•  rem ove ski racks o r roo f-m oun ted 

luggage racks w hen no t in use
•  not warm up your engine at idle 

and w ith  the vehic le at standstill
•  avoid frequen t acce leration and 

deceleration
•  avoid frequen t braking
•  avoid unnecessarily high speeds
•  have all the m aintenance jobs  

specified by us carried ou t at 
regular intervals by a 
MERCEDES-BENZ service station.

Driving in low  tem perature  weather, in 
s top -and -go  c ity  tra ffic  and on sho rt 
hops, and in hilly coun try  as well, 
increases fue l consum ption .
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1983





You have chosen to drive a MERCEDES-BENZ, a car in whose 
construction and production we have taken great pains because we 
believe that quality is not a matter of chance.
Perhaps you have already had experience with a MERCEDES, maybe 
this is your first car from the DAIMLER-BENZ company.
In both cases —  for your own benefit —  please read this owner’s 
manual before putting it away. Even though you have been driving a car 
for years, some things in this car may be new to you, and this manual 
certainly contains a few hints which will help you to make the most of 
your new car.

We wish you safe and pleasant motoring.
DAIMLER-BENZ Aktiengesellschaft
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Vehicle Operation



Instruments and Controls

For more detailed descriptions see quoted pages.

1 Speaker grilles 14 Sw itches fo r rear w indow  w iper (page 24)

2 Swivelling side ventila tion ou tle ts  (page 26) 15 S w itch fo r au tom atic antenna (page 38)

3 Parking brake release knob (page 48) 16 Sw itch fo r heated rear w indow  (page 32)

4 Hood lock release handle (page 46) 17 A utom atic  clim ate con tro l (page 26)

5 Parking brake pedal (page 48) 18 Radio (page 36)

6 Com bination sw itch  (page 23) 19 Ash tray w ith  e lec tric  ligh te r (page 34, 66)

7 Lighting sw itch  (page 22) 20 Sw itch fo r left fro n t seat heater (page 18)

8 Cruise con tro l (page 24) 21 Switch fo r  hazard warning flasher system

9 Instrum ent c lus te r (page 10) 22 Sw itch fo r  righ t fro n t seat heater (page 18)

10 Horn con tro l 23 Switch g roup  fo r w indow  lifters (page 34)

11 Steering lock (page 21)
S teering lock w ith  p re g low /s ta rte r sw itch

24 A djus ting  lever fo r  ex te rio r m irro r on 
fro n t passenger s ide (page 31)

12 Swivelling ou tle ts  fo r  coo led air (page 26) 25 Loudspeaker —  fader con tro l

13 Sw itch fo r  rear passenger com partm en t 
lamp (page 33) and sw itch  fo r  rear w indow  
w iper (page 24)

26 Glove com partm ent, illum inated
(only if s teering  lock is in position “ 1”  o r “ 2 ” )
To open, move handle sideways



Instruments and Controls

9734
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Instrument Cluster

1 Coolant tem pera ture  gauge (° C)
Up to  red m arking: Maxim um  perm issib le 
tem perature  fo r  an an tifreeze-b lended fill 
p ro tec ting  down to  —30° C / —22° F. See page 54

2 Fuel gauge w ith  reserve warning lamp (yellow) 
Com es on when the steering lock key is m oved to 
driv ing position  “ 2”  and m ust go ou t when the 
engine is idling.
Fuel reserve and capacity, re fer to  page 89 and 
last page

3 Oil pressure gauge (bar). See page 54

4 Turn signal ind ica tor lamp, left (green)

5 Main odom eter

6 Trip odom eter

7 Turn signal ind ica tor lamp, righ t (green)

8 Tachom eter

9 E lectric c lock

10 Preglow ing ind ica tor lamp (yellow)

11 Seat be lt warning lamp (red)

12 Knob fo r c lock  ad justm ent 
(press in fo r ad justm ents)

13 Knob fo r instrum ent lamps and trip  
odom ete r
Rotate knob: ins trum ent lam ps in tensity  are 
in fin ite ly variable
D epress knob: tr ip  odom e te r is turned back

14 Brake warning lamp (red) com es on if
•  the parking brake is engaged
•  too  little  brake flu id  is in the reservo ir

15 Brake pad wear ind ica to r lamp (ye llow ):
Ligh ts up during braking if the fro n t wheel brake 
pads are worn down. See page 54

16 Charge ind ica tor lamp (red):
Com es on when the steering lock key is 
moved to  driving position  “ 2 ”  and m ust go 
out when the engine is idling. See page 54

17 High beam ind ica to r lamp (blue)



Instrument Cluster
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Keys Doors

M aster Key —  square-headed —  
fits  all locks on the car.

Supplementary Key —  rounded head 
—  fits  only the door locks and the 
steering lock. This key is in tended to  
be used w henever the car is left w ith 
an attendant. Be sure to  lock glove 
com partm ent and ta ilgate w ith  the 
m aster key.

Opening the Doors

Side door
From  ou ts ide : pull handle (1).
From in s id e : pull handle in door trim  
panel.

Tailgate
From ou ts ide : push bu tton  (1).
From in s id e : pull handle in do o r trim  
panel.

Locking and Unlocking of Doors

From the ou ts ide : tu rn  key.
From the inside: actuate safety 
plunger.

2 Unlocking
3 Locking

The rear doors  and the ta ilgate cannot 
be opened from  the ou ts ide  o r the 
inside when the p lungers are pushed 
down. They can be opened after 
pulling p lungers up.

One cannot lock:
•  the d rive r’s door if it is open
•  any door if the d o o r lock has not 

engaged fully. In th is  case open 
the do o r and close it again.

9031
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Keys Doors

Tailgate

Only drive w ith the tailgate c losed as 
otherw ise exhaust fum es may enter 
the vehicle interior.
The rear license plate can be seen 
correctly  only when the ta ilgate is 
closed.

To close the tailgate, take hold of 
g rabstrip  and press down.
The rear com partm en t lam p will be 
sw itched o ff by the con ta c t sw itch 
only if the ta ilgate is fu lly  closed.

Note:
Lock ta ilgate w ith m aster key prio r to 
w ashing the vehicle in an autom atic 
car wash. The washing brush could 
o therw ise  cause it to  open.



Keys Doors Seats

Central Lock System

The centra l lock system  w ill lock or 
un lock the vehicle doors  and the tank 
fille r flap whenever the d rive r’s door is 
locked o r un locked.
A s  the d rive r’s door bu tton  is moved 
the bu ttons  of all o ther doors  m ust 
move at the same tim e. If th is  is not 
the  case, the lock of the co rre spo nd 
ing door has not engaged fully. Open 
the  door once m ore and close it 
correctly .
W ith the centra l lock system  engaged 
the safety bu ttons  o f the  fron t 
passenger door, the rear doors  and 
the tailgate can also be actuated 
manually. The fron t passenger door 
and the tailgate can in addition be 
locked and unlocked w ith  the m aster 
key.
The centra l lock system  can only be 
applied by depressing the bu tton  of 
the  d rive r’s door. Lock bu ttons  o f the 
o the r doors  cannot be depressed 
individually.

The ta ilgate can also be locked 
independently  o f the centra l lock 
system . Turn the m aster key c lo c k 
w ise as far as it w ill go and w ithdraw. 
Every tim e the d rive r’s door is 
un locked, however, the tailgate lock 
w ill un lock and can be locked again 
w ith  the m aster key if needed.
The centra l lock system  opera tes on 
vacuum  generated by the engine. A 
reservo ir allows the centra l lock 
system  to  be actuated abou t five 
tim es after the engine is turned off. If 
the system  can then no longer be 
engaged, idle engine fo r a sho rt 
period.
If no vacuum  is available, doors  and 
ta ilgate have to  be locked individually 
using a key and depressing  the 
button . The fuel tank fille r flap, 
however, remains un locked.

Note:
If the  fille r flap cannot be opened 
w hen the centra l lock system  is 
un locked, refer to  “ U n locking of the 
F iller F lap”  (page 82).

Adjustm ent of Driver’s Seat and 
Front Passenger Seat

F ore /a ft ad justm ent: lift handle (1); 
s lide seat to  desired position  and 
a llow  handle to  reengage.
H eight o f s e a t: raise lever (2); to  raise 
seat, slide seat fo rw a rd ; to  low er seat, 
s lide seat backw a rd ; a llow  lever to  
reengage.
Seat back pos ition : tu rn  hand
wheel (3). For fu ll reclin ing of back
rest, seat should be m oved to  one of



the fo rw ard-m ost pos itions and head
rest removed. For driving, return 
backrest to  upright pos ition  and push 
seat back. Replace headrest.

Note:
Prior to  opera ting the vehicle, the 
driver should ad just the seat he ight 
fo r  p roper vision as well as fo re -a ft 
p lacem ent and seat back angle to  
insure adequate con tro l, reach, op e r
ation, and com fort. Be certa in seat is 
“ locked in ”  by s lid ing fro n t/re a r until 
fu ll engagem ent is assured.
The headrest should also be ad justed 
fo r  p roper he ight so tha t w hen the 
cush ion is tipped com ple te ly  forw ard, 
it should form  a cradle behind the 
seat occupant's  head. Both the inside 
and ou ts ide  rear view m irro rs  should 
then be ad justed fo r adequate rear
ward vision. Fasten seat belts. Chil
dren under the age o f s ix  o r under the 
w e ight o f 23 kg /50 lb should be 
seated in the back seat w ith  an 
approved restra int system  properly 
secured.
All seat, headrest, and rear view 
m irro r ad justm ents as well as fas ten
ing of seat belts should only be 
accom plished before the vehicle is 
pu t into m otion.

Arm Rest (F ront Seats)

The arm rest engages in 3 positions. 
Position 1 =  arm rest fo lded  up. 
Position 2 =  fo r  norm ally inclined 
seat back.
Position 3 =  fo r extrem e ly inclined 
seat back.
For downward ad justm ent o f the arm 
rest, depress release bu tto n  (4).

Seats

4
Note:

The arm rest does no t su ffice  as a 
ch ild  restra in t system . In case o f a 
fron ta l co llis ion a child can be 
catapulted forw ard over the locked 
arm rest.
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Seats

»

Safety Headrests

A djust headrest to  suppo rt the back 
o f the head approxim ate ly at ear level. 
Rear seat headrests can only be 
ad justed in height.

Height ad justm ent:
Pull headrest s lightly fo rw ard  (1) and 
slide up o r down as required.

Rem oving fro n t seat headrests:
Pull headrests up to  the stop. 
D epress release bu tton  (2) to  be fe lt 
under the backrest covering m aterial 
be low  the LH headrest post and pull 
up headrest ho ld ing it by the LH 
headrest post (viewed in driving 
d irec tion ). Finally pull ou t headrest 
w ith  bo th  hands.

Rem oving rear seat headrests:
Pull ou t headrest to  the stop. Release 
lock by pressing the vis ib le  locking 
bu tto n  be low  the LH headrest post 
and pull up headrest by LH headrest 
pos t (as seen in driv ing d irection). 
Then pull ou t headrest w ith  bo th 
hands.

Hint:
Do not in te rchange the head re
stra in ts  fo r fro n t and rear seats.

9742

Seat Belts

W arning system :
The ind ica tor is illum inated fo r 
4 - 8  seconds after tu rn ing  the s tee r
ing lock key to  position  “ 2 ” . If the 
seat belt of the d rive r’s seat is not 
fastened a warning buzzer sounds 
sim ultaneously.

Fastening:
•  Pull be lt w ith  latch plate (1) over 

shoulder and lap. The belt m ust 
not be tw isted.
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Seats

•  Press latch plate (1) in to  buckle  (2) 
and allow to engage audibly.

•  The belt m ust be tig h t and m ust be 
checked fo r tigh tness im m ediate ly 
after fasten ing and regularly during 
the trip. If required, tigh ten  lap belt 
by pulling up on the upper belt 
section.

Unfastening:
•  Depress red bu tton  (3) in buckle.
•  Return latch plate (1) to  initial 

position.

4
O peration:
The seat be lt inertia reel s tops the 
be lt from  unw inding fu rth e r in case of 
vehicle deceleration in any d irec tion  
or if the belt is pulled ou t quickly.

Functional test:
The locking function  o f the inertia reel 
can be tes ted  by braking, driving 
around a bend o r by pu lling the be lt 
ou t quickly.

Lap belt in the rear:
To fasten the lap belt, pull be lt end 
across your lap and insert the latch 
plate in the buckle. The be lt m ust not 
be tw is ted  and m ust be tigh t.
To shorten the belt, pull the loose belt 
end. To lengthen the belt, turn latch 
plate so tha t it is at righ t angles to  the 
be lt w ebb ing and pull the belt.

17



Seats

>

Before fo ld ing down the rear seat 
backrest, slip be lt w ebb ing in to be lt 
retainers (4) and return latch plate of 
buckle  upward to  be lt w ebb ing outlet. 
If the fo ld ing  seats are not being 
used, engage belt w ebb ing into 
b rackets (5).

Note:
No seat be lt can be used fo r more 
than one person. Belts are not 
in tended fo r children.
A fte r an accident, inspect the seat 
be lts  and replace them , if required. 
The belt anchors in the vehicle should 
also be checked.

Replace dam aged seat be lts 
im m ediate ly.
Belts  m ust no t be rou ted via sharp 
edges.
No m od ifica tions w h ich may a ffect the 
effic iency of the be lts m ust be made. 
For cleaning and care of be lt w eb
bing, re fer to  page 63.

Seat Heater

The seat heater can be sw itched on 
w ith  the s teering lock in positions
“ 1”  o r “ 2 ” .

Push sw itch to position  1 =  con tin 
uous operation. The ind ica to r lamp in 
the sw itch com es on.
Push sw itch  to  position 2 =  rapid 
heating. Both ind ica tor lam ps in the 
sw itch  com e on.
S w itch in cen te r pos ition  =  seat 
heater off.
Due to  the relatively high power 
consum ption  o f the seat heater a 
heavy load is placed on the battery. 
For th is  reason the sw itch  should not 
be left in position  2 any longer than is 
absolute ly necessary while the engine 
is sw itched off.

9747 9044
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Seats
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Rear Seat Bench

For the enlargem ent o f the cargo 
space the le ft or righ t section, o r bo th 
sections, of the rear seat bench can 
be fo lded down as desired.
To fo ld down left or righ t rear seat 
bench section, proceed as fo llow s: 
Slip seat be lt in to be lt reta iner on the 
wheelhouse and return latch plate to 
the belt ou tle t opening.
Detach headrests.

<

Push bu tton  (1), slip your fingers  into 
recess (2) and position seat cushion 
vertica lly (push fron t seat forw ard a 
little, if necessary).
Slide headrest into open ings provided 
(in the seat cush ions).
Push bu tton  (1) once m ore and fo ld 
backrest forward.
W hen fo ld ing  back the backrest and 
the seat cushion, ensure tha t they 
engage in the ir locks.

Further en largem ent of the cargo 
space:
Remove fo lded  up seat cushion. To 
do this, push bu ttons  (3) on LH and 
RH sides and pull seat cush ions out 
o f the hinges.
W ith the backrest fo lded  down the 
hinge pins m ust rest in the brackets 
at the backrest.

19



Seats

W hen insta lling the seat cush ion, be 
sure both h inges are engaged.
In addition, when transporting  ex
trem ely long item s, push forw ard 
fro n t passenger seat, rem ove head
rest and low er backrest to  the rear.

Notes:
It m ust be ensured that
•  the cargo cannot endanger driver 

and fro n t passenger under hard 
braking o r in the case of a head-on 
co llis ion.

•  the heating filam ents of the rear 
w indow  heater w ill no t be dam 
aged by pieces o f luggage rubbing 
against them. Folding Seat Bench

To enlarge the seating area the 
fo ld ing  seat bench can be unfolded. 
For th is  purpose, engage the safety 
be lts  in to  the brackets provided. 
Swing up handle (1) and lift up 
backrest. The handle m ust engage 
above b racket (2).

Slip fingers in to recess (3) and fo ld 
over seat cushion.
Prior to fo ld ing  back the backrest, lift 
handle (1) over b racket (2).

Note:
H eadrests m ust be insta lled in the 
fo rw ard-fac ing  rear seat if the fo ld ing  
seat bench is occup ied.

20



Controls

Steering Lock

0 Steering is locked when the key is 
w ithdrawn and the steering  lock is 
engaged. The key can be w ith 
drawn only in zero position.

Note:
Do not remove key from  steering 
lock w hile the vehicle is in m otion 
as th is  w ill cause the engagem ent 
o f the steering lock thus rendering 
the vehicle inoperable.

1 S teering is un locked.
(If necessary, move steering wheel 
slightly to  turn the key c lockw ise  
to  position  “ 1” .)

2 Preglow ing and driv ing position.
3 S tarting position.
For starting  and tu rn ing  o ff the 
engine, re fer to page 48.

Notes:
The fo llow ing item s can be operated 
w ith  the key in s teering  lock position
“ 1 ” .

W iper, w indsh ie ld  washers, headlamp 
flasher, e lec tric  lighter, glove com 
partm ent lamp, radio, e lec tric  seat 
heater, e lectrica lly  ad justab le exte rio r 
m irror.

The pow er supply to  the standing 
lam ps is d is rup ted if the key in the 
steering lock is in position  " 2 ” .
A warning buzzer sounds when the 
key has been le ft in s teering  lock 
pos itions “ 1 ”  or “ 0 ”  and the  d rive r’s 
do o r is opened.
W ith the engine at idle speed, the 
charg ing rate of the a lte rna to r (ou t
put) is lim ited.
It is the re fo re  recom m ended to  turn 
off unnecessary e lectrica l consum ers 
w h ile driving in s top and go traffic. 
This precaution helps to  avoid dra in
ing o f the battery.
An effective m easure to  preserve 
ba tte ry pow er is to  tu rn  off the 
fo llow ing consum ers:
Seat heater, heated rear w indow  and 
fog lamps.
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Controls

>

3 S tanding lamps, righ t
4 S tanding lamps, left 
A Turn to  position 2 and pull out to

f irs t de tent =  same as position  2 
p lus fog  lamps 

B Available fo r  an op tion  

2 Same as pos. 1 p lus headlamps

Lighting Switch

0 O ff-position
1 Parking lam ps (includes side 

m arker lamps, tail lamps, license 
plate lamps, instrum ent panel 
lamps)

Note:
W ith the steering lock key rem oved 
and the d rive r’s do o r open a warning 
buzzer sounds if the veh ic le ’s exte rio r 
lam ps are not sw itched o ff (standing 
lam ps excepted).
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Controls

Contro l fo r w indsh ie ld  washer 
system
W hen the washer system  is 
sw itched  on, the w ipers  also 
operate.
W indshie ld w iper con tro l
0 W indshie ld w iper sw itched off
1 In te rm itten t w ip ing
II Normal w iper speed
III High w iper speed

Combination Switch

1 Low beam (turn lighting sw itch  
c lockw ise two notches)

2 High beam (turn ligh ting  sw itch  
c lockw ise tw o notches)

3 Headlamp flasher (high beam avail
able independent o f lighting sw itch 
position)

4 Turn signals, right
5 Turn signals, left

To opera te the turn signals, move the 
com bination  sw itch  past the po in t of 
resistance (up o r dow n). The sw itch  is 
autom atica lly cancelled when the 
steering wheel is tu rned by a large 
enough angle.
To signal m inor d irectiona l changes of 
the vehicle, such as chang ing lanes 
on a highway, move com bination  
sw itch  to  the po in t o f res is tance only 
and hold it there.

H ints:
If one of the turn signals fails, the turn 
signal ind ica to r system  flashes and 
sounds at a faster sequence than 
under normal opera ting cond itions. 
F og  lamps w ill only opera te toge the r 
w ith  low beam headlam ps. Fog lamps 
are tu rned o ff au tom atica lly when 
lighting sw itch  is re turned to  off- 
position.



Controls

Rear Window W iper

Push bu tton  1 (will not engage) =  
opera tion of w indow  washing system. 
The w iper is actuated w ith  the 
washing system.
Push bu tton  2 (engages) =  w iper 
sw itched on.
Push bu tton  2 once m ore =  w iper 
sw itched off.
Push bu tton  3 (engages) =  in te rm it
ten t w iping.
Push bu tton  3 once m ore =  w iper 
sw itched off.

Cruise Control

Any given speed above approxim ate ly 3 
40 km /h /25  mph can be maintained 
w ith  the cru ise con tro l by opera ting 
the sw itch.
1 =  Setting (touch sw itch)

A ccelera ting (hold sw itch)
2 =  Setting (touch sw itch)

Decelerating (hold sw itch)
Norm ally the vehicle is acce le r
ated to  the desired speed w ith

the accelerator. Speed is set by 
brie fly pushing the sw itch  to 
position “ 1 ”  o r “ 2 ” , and the 
acce le rator can be released. 
The speed can be increased 
(e.g. fo r passing) by using the 
accelerator. As soon as the 
acce le ra tor is released, the 
previously set speed will be 
resum ed autom atically.
If a set speed is to  be increased 
o r decreased slightly, e.g. to 
adapt to  the tra ffic  flow , retain 
sw itch  in position  “ 1”  o r “ 2 " 
until the desired speed is 
reached. W hen the sw itch  is 
released, the newly set speed 
remains.
Cancelling
To cancel the cru ise  contro l, 
briefly push lever to  position 3. 
The cru ise con tro l w ill also be 
cancelled if the brake pedal is 
actuated o r if the vehicle speed 
drops be low  40 km /h /2 5  mph.
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Controls

4 =  Resume
If the lever is brie fly pushed to 
position “ 4 ”  when driving at a 
speed exceeding approxim ately 
40 km /h /25  mph, tha t speed is 
resum ed which was se t p rio r to  
the cancellation o f the  cruise 
contro l. The last m em orized 
speed is cancelled when the 
key in the steering lock is 
turned to  position “ 1”  o r “ 0 ” .

Im portant:
Only use the cru ise con tro l if the 
tra ffic  cond itions make it advisable to 
travel at a steady speed.

Position “ Resum e”  should be en
gaged only if the driver is fu lly  aware 
o f the previously set speed and 
w ishes to  resum e th is  particular 
preset speed.
When driv ing w ith  the cru ise con tro l, 
the se lec to r lever m ust not be shifted 
to  position “ N ”  as otherw ise the 
engine w ill overrev.
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Autom atic Climate Control

»

Proper opera tion o f the clim ate 
con tro l system  can only be assured 
w ith  all w indow s and the slid ing roo f 
kep t closed.
The ACC unit w ill w o rk  only w ith  the 
engine running.
Heating, coo ling  and air d is tribu tion  
w ith in  the veh ic le ’s in te rio r can be 
autom atica lly con tro lled . Further
more, se ttings  are available fo r

extrem e w eather cond itions, enabling 
the de fogg ing of the w indsh ie ld  o r air 
ven tila tion to  top  and bo ttom . This is 
accom plished w ith  the tem perature 
se lec to r 3, the push bu ttons, and the 
b low er sw itch 4.
The m ovable nozzles (1) and (2) can 
be opened or c losed as desired. Turn 
c lockw ise  to  open.

For c o rre c t opera tion o f the auto
m atic  clim ate con tro l system , the 
m ovable nozzles (1) and (2) should all 
be open.
All push bu ttons  and b low er con tro l 
bu tto ns  should only be operated 
individually. The ind ica tor lamps in the 
individual bu ttons  light up when 
pressed w ith  the lighting sw itch  in 
position  (1) o r (2).
We s trong ly  recom m end se t
tings  H  and H  only, in connection  
w ith  the desired b low er setting. The 
fo llow ing  ins tructions expla in the 
rem ainder o f se ttings fo r special 
purposes.
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Tem perature Selection (° C)

0 The in te rio r tem perature can be ad justed by 
turn ing the tem perature se lec to r wheel. The se lected 

tem perature is reached as qu ickly as possib le  and 
maintained. A basic se tting  o f 22° C /72° F is recom 
m ended. In o rder to  avoid undesirab le tem perature 
fluctuations, a set tem perature  should be readjusted in 
small increm ents only.
To override the autom atic clim ate con tro l, turn the 
tem perature se lector wheel to  e ither and position 
notches “ M AX”  o r “ M IN ” .
"M IN ”  (no tched-in) =  Peak coo ling  perform ance, 
whereby m ost of the air is rec ircu la ted and a small 
am ount o f ou ts ide air is in troduced. If the b low er con tro l 
is set to  “ AUTO M ” , it w ill run con tinuously in speed 
No. 5.
“ M AX”  (notched-in) =  Maximum heating perform ance.
If the b lower contro l is set to  “ AUTO M ” , it w ill run 
con tinuously in speed No. 5.

Autom atic C lim ate Control

Blower Setting

O  Selection fo r b low er se ttings  can be made as fo llow s:
Mi
Push upper bu tton  fo r m axim um  b low er speed 
(6th speed).
Push low er bu tton  fo r  m inim um  b low er speed 
(1st speed).
Push m iddle bu tton  (spring loaded) fo r au tom atic con tro l 
o f air supply w ith in  2nd th rough  5th b low er speed range. 
S e tting  gg =  Always maxim um  b low er speed.

Functions

®  O ff
In th is  setting, the fresh  air supply to  the  in te rio r o f the 
car is shu t off, (to  prevent en trance o f odors, i.e. while 
driv ing th rough  tunnels, etc. o r to  prevent the entrance 
o f w ater from  au tom atic  car wash). Use th is  se tting  only 
tem porarily  while driving.



Autom atic Clim ate Control

S  Econom y setting  — Ventila tion 
B  Normal se tting  —  Cooling

0  Econom y se tting  —  Heating 
9  Normal setting —  Heating
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B  EC (ECONOMY) =  Econom ical se tting ; the air 
cond ition ing  com presso r stays off.
In any o th e r se ttings, the  air cond ition ing  com presso r 
com es on w ith  am bient tem pera tures above + 2 °  C/
+  36° F.
We recom m end th is  se tting  to  be used w ith  coo l ou ts ide  
tem peratures so that the air cond ition ing com presso r 
stays off in o rder to  save fuel.
In the ventila tion m ode, on ly air w ill be channeled to  the 
m ovable nozzles (1) and (2).
In the heating mode, warm  air w ill mainly be channeled to 
the  leg room . Only an am ount of a ir su ffic ien t to  prevent 
fog  bu ild -up under norm al c lim atic  cond itions  will be 
channeled to  the w indsh ie ld  and the movable nozzles (2). 
A t tim es, air w ill be em itted  from  the movable nozzles (1). 
W ith co ld  ou ts ide  tem peratures, the fresh air supply and 
the b low er remain tu rned o ff until the engine coo lant has 
warm ed up slightly.

@l Normal Setting
We recom m end th is  se tting  w ith hum id and warm 
ou ts ide  tem peratures.
The setting  g j co rresponds w ith  se tting  B  but, in 
addition, the air can be coo led as necessary.
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0  M ulti-Level ventila tion —  Heating

Autom atic Clim ate Control

0  M ulti-Level
This se tting  is necessary fo r clearing a fogged 
w indsh ie ld . As soon as possib le , reset to  |  o r

In the heating mode, air w ill be channeled to  the 
w indsh ie ld , the leg room  and to  the movable nozzles (2); 
in the coo ling  mode, additiona lly  to  the m ovable 
nozzles (1).
In the heating mode, warm air w ill occasionally be em itted 
from  the m ovable nozzles (1).



Autom atic Clim ate Control

Defrosting

30

O  D efrosting
Independent o f the position  of the tem perature  se lecto r 
wheel and the b low er speed setting, m aximum heated air 
w ill be channeled to  the w indsh ie ld  and the movable 
nozzles (2), fo r side w indow  defrosting .

Note:
W hen the system  is operating, water from  condensation 
may be form ed, wh ich is channeled ou t of the vehicle 
th rough  passages on the underside of the body. 
Therefore, d ripp ing of th is  clear w ater condensate under 
the cen ter o f the vehicle is normal.



Various Equipment

9266

Exterior Mirrors

Driver’s side:
Exterio r m irro r (2) can be ad justed 
from  inside the vehicle by means o f 
ad justing lever (1).

4
9751

F ront passenger side:
Turn key in s teering lock to  position  
“ 1”  o r “ 2 ” . The ex te rio r m irro r can be 
ad justed by means o f the sw itch.

Note:
If the m irro r housing has been fo rc ib ly  
m oved from  its norm al position , it 
m ust be repositioned by applying firm  
pressure.

Inside Rear View Mirror

The m irro r can be tilted  to  the 
anti-g lare n ight position  by means of 
the  lever at its lower edge.
1 =  Normal position
2 =  Anti-g la re  n ight position
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Various Equipment

»

Heated Rear Window

W ith engine running, p ress top  of 
rocke r sw itch  to  tu rn  on, bo ttom  to 
tu rn  off.
When the rear w indow  heater is 
tu rned on, the w hite ind ica tor lamp in 
the sw itch  com es on.

A  heavy load is im posed on the 
ba tte ry due to  the high power 
requirem ent. For th is  reason, sw itch 
o ff the heated rear w indow  as soon as 
it is dem isted o r de frosted . It is shut 
o ff au tom atica lly a fter a m aximum of 
20 m inutes. A lways rem ove heavy 
layers o f ice and snow  firs t.

Sun Visors

To p ro tec t against g laring sun light 
from  ahead, sw ing sun v iso rs  dow n
ward.
In the event o f s trong  sun light 
th rough  the side w indow s, rem ove 
the  respective sun v iso r from  its inner 
fix tu re  and sw ing it sideways.

Illum inated sun v isors:
Swing down sun visor. The illum ina
tion  is sw itched on w hen the cover is 
opened. For th is  purpose the viso r 
m ust be engaged in its  inner fix tu re .
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Various Equipment

9749

Interior Lamps

The sw itch fo r the fro n t lamp has 
3 positions.
Position 1: the lamp is sw itched on 
and o ff (delayed) by the fro n t door 
con tact sw itches.
Position 2: lamp sw itched o ff perma 
nently.
Position 3: lamp sw itched on perm a
nently.

4
Rear passenger com partm en t lamp: 
Push bu tton  (1) to  sw itch  lamp on, 
push once m ore to  sw itch  off. 
Depending on the pos ition  o f the 
sw itch in the rear passenger com part
m ent lamp, the lamp is sw itched on 
and o ff by the con tac t sw itches o f the 
rear doors and the tailgate.

Manual Sliding Roof

To release, sw ing down locking lever 
and tu rn  by half a revo lu tion to  the 
s top . Slide roo f to  the desired 
pos ition . To secure, tu rn  back the 
lock ing  lever to  the s top  and swing 
up.

Note:
For safety reasons the locking lever 
m ust be swung up every tim e the 
s lid ing roo f was moved.
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Various Equipment

Electric Lighter

Key in steering lock position 
“ 1”  o r “ 2 ” .
Press in e lec tric  ligh te r; it w ill pop out 
autom atica lly when hot.

Electric Window Lifters

Sw itch group fo r w indow  lifte rs:
1 fron t, left
2 rear, left
3 fron t, righ t
4 rear, right
5  Safety sw itch
The e lectric  w indow  lifte rs  can on ly be 
opera ted w ith  the steering lock in 
position  “ 2 ” . All fou r w indow s can

9764

then be opera ted using the sw itches 
in the cen ter console. The rear door 
w indow s can also be opera ted using 
the sw itches (5) in each rear door 
panel as long as the safety sw itch  “ S ”  
in the cen ter console is depressed. If 
the safety sw itch is no t depressed, 
inadvertent opera tion o f the rear door 
w indow s (fo r instance, by ch ildren) is 
prevented.
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Various Equipment

Retractable partition net 
and Luggage Cover (optional)

The tw in -ree l luggage cove r is 
m ounted on the backrest o f the rear 
seat and can also be used w ith  the 
backrest fo lded  down.

Luggage cover:
Pull ou t low er blind, draw  it over the 
luggage and engage in to  eyelets on 
the tailgate. W hen the ta ilga te is 
opened the blind is lifted  up w ith  it so 
tha t it need not be w ound up fo r 
loading o r unloading the  vehicle.

Passenger p ro tec tion :
Pull ou t upper spring blind (safety 
net) and engage in to  eyelets on the 
roof. This is a particu larly im portan t 
safety fa c to r w hen the vehic le is 
loaded h igher than the to p  o f the rear 
seat backrest.

Removal o f doub le ro ller blind:
Push turn ing bu ttons  in on both 
m ounting po in ts located on bo ttom  o f 
b lind assem bly. Turn bu ttons  by 90° 
so m arks are horizontal. Now lift blind 
assem bly up and out.

Storage Space below Cargo Space 
Floor

Swing up locking lever, tu rn  to  the 
stop and lift up cover. S torage space 
is available only if the rear facing seat 
is not installed.
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Radio

Europa Cassette
(Radio w ith P ushbutton Tuning and 
bu ilt-in  Cassette Player)

36

1 O n-O ff/Volum e Contro l
2 Tone Contro l
3 Push bu ttons fo r band se lection 

and tun ing of preset sta tions
4 Manual tun ing con tro l
5 Wave band ind ica tor
6 Cassette release
7 Fast forward
8 Fast rew ind
9 Track ind ica tor

10 Track change-over bu tton
11 Cassette s lo t
The radio can only be opera ted w ith
the ignition key in the num ber “ 1" or
“ 2 ” position.



Radio

O n-O ff/Volum e
Turn knob (1) c lockw ise to  sw itch 
radio on and to  increase volume. 
Green con tro l lamp on the dial will 
light up.

Tone
Turn lever (2) c lockw ise to  increase 
treb le  range and coun te rc lockw ise  to 
increase bass range.

Front-Rear Speaker Balance 
This con tro l is installed in the cen ter 
console. Turn rearward to  increase 
volum e of rear speakers and forw ard 
to  increase volum e o f fro n t speakers.

Station Tuning
Select desired wave band by pushing 
the respective bu tton  (3). The wave 
band selected is indicated by wave 
band ind ica tor (5). The desired sta
tion is tuned in by tu rn ing  the manual 
tun ing knob (4). For good reception, 
accurate manual tun ing is im portant. 
To preset sta tions of various wave 
bands, pull out preset bu tton  (3) to 
the stop, tune in s tation w ith  manual 
tun ing knob (4) and push preset 
bu tton in again to  the stop.

FM Reception
FM signals travel in a “ line -o f-s igh t” . 
R eflections o r “ dead s p o ts ”  may 
cause cancella tions o r loss o f the 
signal as well as s trong  signal 
overloading o r capture.
Lowering the antenna he ight in strong 
signal areas may elim inate many of 
the resu lting prob lem s and restore 
normal reception. However, fringe 
area reception  requires the full 
antenna length to  cap ture weak 
incom ing signals. The antenna can be 
opera ted by depressing the respec
tive side of the rocke r sw itch.

FM S tereo Reception 
If an FM stereo station is tuned in, the 
red S tereo Ind icator Lamp will com e 
on. Good quality s tereo reception, 
however, is possib le  on ly  in areas of 
high fie ld intensity.
A ccura te  tun ing to  the s tronges t 
available s te reo  sta tions is o f parti
cular im portance fo r fringe  area 
reception.

Your radio is fitted  w ith  a con tinuously 
opera ting S tereo Decoder which 
autom atica lly sw itches the radio from  
ste reo  to  m ono reception  if the signal 
becom es too  weak. The S tereo 
Ind icator Lamp rem ains lit. If the 
s ignals o f the station tuned in 
becom e too  weak, the S tereo Indica
to r  Lamp goes out.
The radio will re turn to  stereo mode 
autom atica lly when signal streng th  
perm its..

Tape Playback
Insert casse tte  (side 1 po in ting  up
wards) in to  casse tte  s lo t and push in 
to  the stop. The radio w ill then sw itch 
over from  radio reception  to  tape 
playback.
If one side of the tape is fin ished the 
player changes over to  the o the r side 
o f the tape autom atica lly (continuous 
opera tion).
If tape sides are to  be changed while 
playing, push track changeover bu t
ton  (10).
T rack ind ica tor (9) ind ica tes the tape 
side being played.



Radio

To manually e jec t the cassette , push 
release bar (6). W hen the casse tte  is 
e jected, the unit w ill sw itch  over to  
radio reception autom atically.
Push bu tton  (7) o r (8) fo r  fast forw ard 
o r rew ind o f the tape. B rie fly touch ing  
the counteracting  bu tton  w ill s top  the 
w ind ing process.

Care of the Tape Player 
Use only good quality casse ttes w ith 
a maximum playing tim e o f 45 m inutes 
per side (C 90). “ U nw ound”  tapes 
can be fixed by rew inding e ither reel 
w ith  a pencil inserted in its  hub. The 
p ick-up  head and ro ller should be 
cleaned occasionally to  m aintain the 
original high quality sound rep roduc
tion.

A u tom atic  Antenna 
The antenna sw itch  can be actuated 
w ith  the radio sw itched on and the 
key in s teering lock pos itions  “ 1”  
o r “ 2 ” .
•  If the antenna sw itch  is in cen ter 

position, the antenna extends 
autom atica lly to  a spec ific  height,

•  if the antenna sw itch  is engaged in 
the  “ m ax.”  position, the antenna 
extends fully,

•  if the antenna sw itch  is engaged in 
the “ o ff”  position, the antenna will 
not extend o r will re trac t com 
pletely.

The height o f the antenna can 
fu rtherm ore be ad justed con tinuously 
by actuating the antenna sw itch :
•  If the antenna sw itch is in cen ter 

position, the antenna w ill extend to  
a spec ific  height. The antenna can 
be fu rthe r extended o r re tracted to 
any he ight by rock ing the sw itch 
(not engaging it).

•  If the antenna is to  be re tracted 
e.g. fo r playing cassettes, engage 
sw itch  in “ o ff”  position.

When the key is tu rned  to  steering 
lock position “ 0 ”  or the  radio is 
turned off, the antenna w ill re trac t 
com plete ly.



Electronic Radio

1 O n /O ff sw itch
2 V o lume con tro l —  loud and 

low
3 Bass con tro l V 9
4 Treble con tro l | 3 |
5 Push bu ttons fo r A M /FM  band 

selection, s tation frequency 
selection, station p rese tting  f I 3  
through and c lock se tting.

6 S tereo ind ica tor light kna:i3»i
7 Digital display panel fo r  station 

frequency, s tation push bu tton  
num ber, A M /FM  band and tim e 
display

8 Recessed bu tton  fo r setting 
tim e E 9

9 Function con tro l bu tton  □
10 Tim er bu tton  Q  to  con tro l 

sw itch -on tim e o r radio
11 A utom atic  o r manual search sta 

tion seeker bar
12 Time display call bu tton  I f
13 Cassette track sw itch  and track 

ind ica tor
14 Fast tape rew ind locking 

bu tton  l» ;C X Ill
15 Fast tape forw ard locking 

bu tton  m « ]

ON OFF

Radio

16 C assette e jec t bu tton  [ ^ ^ 3
17 Cassette  door U
To tu rn  the radio on o r off, the 
ign ition  sw itch  m ust be in position 
“ 1”  o r “ 2 ” .

To turn the radio ON

Press “ O N " side o f E23E33 sw itch. 
The radio will begin opera ting on the 
last s ta tion  tuned to  and the last 
volum e and tone se tting  stored 
be fore  last tu rn  off.
The radio can also be tu rned on by 
inserting  a tape casse tte  th rough  the 
casse tte  door.

To turn the radio OFF

Press the “ O FF”  side of 
the sw itch.

Volume adjustm ent

To re d uce vo lum e, press volume 
sw itch  U iU iU U  d o w n w ard ; to 
increase volum e, press s w itc h ®  
upward.
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An additional fader con tro l, installed 
in the cen ter console o f the car, 
allows fo r d is tribu tion  of the audio 
pow er between the fro n t and rear 
speakers.

To adjust the tone characteristic

To set the radio to  a “ f la t”  
frequency response, brie fly press 
both tone con tro ls  B  D  
sim ultaneously.
To produce m ore bass, p ress the 
bass con tro l only . To produce 
m ore treble, press the treb le  con tro l 
only m  .

Note:
Repeated pressing of e ithe r the bass 
o r treb le  con tro l w ill cause the 
respective tone con tro l to  alternate 
between an increasing and decreas
ing setting.

To select AM or FM

Press any o f the bu ttons m arked 
E C  through E C  to  tune the radio to  
the  FM band.
Press any o f the bu ttons  m arked 
EQ th rough EQ to  tune the radio to  
the AM band.

To tune to a station

S tations can be tuned in by using 
autom atic search, d irec t frequency 
dialing, manual tun ing, o r by preset 
push bu ttons. The frequency o f the 
sta tion se lected is d isplayed digita lly 
on the display panel.

Autom atic station search

S w itch to  the wave band desired by 
pressing any of the fo llow ing  b u tto n s : 
fo r FM, bu ttons EE th rough  E O  , 
fo r AM, bu ttons I Q  th rough E Q  .
By press ing the au tom atic station 
seeker b a r B E Q S H  upward the radio 
w ill search fo r s ta tions in ascending 
frequencies, by pressing down in 
descend ing frequencies. The d irec
tion  o f au tom atic searching c an be 
reversed by pressing the b a r ^ ^ n S H  
in the respective d irection . In o rder to  
arrive at a desired sta tion faster, the 
bar has to  be held down in the 
desired d irection.

The radio is program m ed to  au tom ati
cally search the entire band in three 
sensitiv ity m odes. During its firs t

sweep, on ly the m ost pow erfu l s ta
tions rece ived will be se lected and 
locked in. During the next sweep, the 
less powerfu l and during the th ird  
cycle, also the weak sta tions w ill be 
locked in.
If the  station seeker bar is activated 
w ith in  8 seconds after the  radio is 
tuned  to  a station, then the search 
opera tion  will be con tinued at the 
same sensitiv ity  level. If 8 seconds are 
exceeded, the radio w ill revert to 
searching only the m ost powerfu l 
stations.



Radio

Direct frequency dialing

In o rder to  se lect a sta tion w ith  a known frequency, se lec t the wave band, press 
the function  bu tton □  and then enter the frequency by pressing the 
correspond ing push bu ttons.

Example: FM 98.5 MHz AM  1050 KHz

Press any bu tton m arked D3 th rough EQ EQ th rough EQ
Press the function  bu tton □ □
Enter frequency by pressing EQ EQ S3 03 EQ S3 EQ
When dialing a frequency directly, the num ber o f the  push bu ttons  is not 
displayed on the panel. The wave band is indicated by show ing “ M Hz”  fo r  FM 
or “ KHz”  fo r AM.

Note:
All AM stations have allocated frequenc ies ending w ith  a “ 0 ” .
All FM stations have allocated frequenc ies ending w ith  an odd 
(uneven) d ig it a fter the decim al point.
B roadcasters som etim es may not give the ir exact frequency bu t the next 
c losest even number.
US radio frequency ranges: AM  5 4 0 — 1600 KHz

FM 88.1 -1 0 7 .9  MHz
Manual tuning (used to  fine tune a 
station o r fo r manual scanning)
A fte r selecting the desired AM  or FM 
wave band, press the func tion  con tro l 
bu tton  □

Press autom atic sta tion seeker bar 
1 (up o r down) and hold 

down. The frequency will increase or 
decrease respective ly  in increm ents 
o f 0.1 MHz fo r FM or 1.0 KHz fo r AM. 
Release the bu tton  when the desired 
sta tion is tuned in.

Unless the au tom atic sta tion seeker 
b a r ^ f f i J B H  is activated w ith in 
8 seconds a fte r pressing the function  
con tro l bu tton  □  , the manual tun ing 
w ill au tom atica lly be deactivated.

Safety Note

To avoid d is trac tion  o f a tten tion  from  
the veh ic le ’s opera tion and the road, 
it is recom m ended NOT to  perfo rm  
any manual tun ing opera tions by the 
driver w hile the vehicle is in m otion. 
Use the autom atic  s ta tion  search 
opera tion  o r preset s ta tions  instead.

Push button tuning

Six FM sta tions and fou r AM  stations 
can be sto red  in m em ory and recalled 
by pressing the appropria te  bu ttons 
m arked 03 th rough [33 fo r FM 
or EQ th rough EQ fo r AM  stations.

To store stations in memory

Any FM station frequency displayed 
on the panel can be sto red  on any 
bu tton  m arked 03 th rough  [33 by 
depressing the bu tton  desired and 
ho ld ing it until the d isplay has 
changed from  the “ o ld ”  se tting  to  a 
“ b lank”  and then to  the new fre 
quency to  be stored.
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Show ing the “ o ld ”  se tting  firs t allows 
fo r reconsidera tion o f the decis ion to  

A  store. If it is desirable to  leave the
‘ ‘o ld ”  frequency in m em ory rather 
than exchanging it w ith  the “ new ”

P r  one, qu ickly release the bu tton . The
"o ld ”  frequency will remain in me
mory.
Any AM  station can be sto red  
sim ilarly on any bu tton  m arked E B  
th rough EZ3

Stereo reception

The stereo ind ica tor sym bol rani«»i 
lights up if a ste reo program  is 
received.
The radio is equipped w ith  an 
autom atic s te reo /m ono  sw itch  tha t 
e lectron ica lly  sw itches to  m ono fo r 
c lear reception  if a weak signal is 
received. A  special c ircu it provides 
fo r a sm ooth change-over ra ther than 
a hard sudden sw itch ing , thereby 
reducing noise and in terfe rence.
The stereo ind ica tor w ill remain lit 
even if the rece iver has changed to 
the m ono m ode and w ill turn off at an 
antenna signal considered insuffic ien t 
to  provide acceptab le reception  
quality.

Tape C assette playback

It is recom m ended to  use only good 
quality casse ttes w ith  a p layback tim e 
of not m ore than 60 to  90 m inutes 
(C 60) o r (C 90).
To start playback, insert a cassette  
th rough the casse tte  door. Push the 
casse tte  in until it is locked in its 
playing position.
W hen the end of one playing side is 
reached, the unit sw itches au tom ati
cally to  reverse fo r  playing the second 
track.
Manual reverse can be activated by 
depressing  the casse tte  track  sw itch 
bu tton  iT y g n  . The bu ilt-in  ind ica
to rs  show  the track o f the  casse tte  
the  un it is playing back.
To s top playback, p ress the e ject 
bu tton  . The un it w ill au to
m atically e jec t the casse tte  and 
sw itch  to  radio reception.
For fast tape rew ind press the fast 
rew ind bu tton  i r a w « l . The bu tton  
w ill lock in to position until the end 
o f the tape is reached o r until the 
e jec t [ E s a l  o r fast forw ard [c t a K l 
bu tton  is activated.

A ccord ing ly, fo r fast fo rw ard  trans
po rt o f the tape, press the fast 
forw ard bu tton  [n j j|
W hen the radio is tu rned o ff by 
pressing the “ OFF”  side o f the 

I sw itch o r by tu rn ing  the 
ign ition key off, the casse tte  will 
au tom atica lly be e jected.

Care and maintenance

To avoid a de terio ra tion  o f the tone 
quality, occasionally clean the tape 
head w ith  the specia l cleaner supplied 
in your glove com partm en t o r avail
able th rough  your dealer.

To set clock
Turn ign ition key to  pos ition  “ 1 ”  
o r “ 2 ” .

B rie fly press recessed tim e set 
bu tton  by using a pencil or 
ba llpoint pen.
Enter the tim e at w h ich you want to 
s tart the c lock  by sequentia lly  p ress
ing fou r of the top  row  push 
bu ttons  E E  through E Q  . The tim e 
entered will be displayed.

ON OFF
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Note:
This is a 24 hour c lock  and tim e m ust 
be entered in all fou r d ig its. A 24 hour 
c lock counts tim e from  m idn ight to 
m idnight, that is 24 hours. A  tim e of 
4:28 PM there fore is coun ted  by th is 
c lock as 16:28 hours (12 plus 
4:28 hours).

Example 1: To enter 7:30 AM, 
press bu ttons
7*7:1 , [Q  , gjg , 7*7:1

Example 2: to  enter 4:28 PM, 
press bu ttons  
EI3 , [33 ET3 m

The tim e entered is now stored. To 
start the c lock  in accordance w ith  a 
tim e signal o r o ther tim e reference, 
again briefly press the recessed tim e 
set bu tton E 9

A co lon sign will appear between 
the second and th ird  d ig its  I ,
to  indicate that the c lo ck  is actived. 
Normally, the display panel will show  
the frequency the radio is tuned to.

To display tim e

Briefly press the call bu tton  D .The 
tim e will be d isplayed fo r  a few  
seconds.

To use the tim er D

By using the t im e r H ,  the radio can 
be autom atica lly tu rned on at a preset 
tim e. In o rder to  set the  t im e r J J ,  the 
ign ition  key m ust be in pos ition  “  1 ”  o r 
“ 2 " . The tim er O  can only turn the 
rad io on w ith  the  ign ition sw itch  in 
pos ition  “ 1 " o r ‘ ‘2 ’ ’ .

Setting the tim er

Press bu tton  O  and key the desired 
tu rn -o n  tim e in to  the tim er as 
exp la in ing under “ se tting  o f the 
c lo c k ” . In o rder to  s tart the tim er, fo r 
instance, to  tu rn  the radio on at a 
prese t tim e, p ress bu tton  Q . The 
fa c t tha t the tim er has been started is 
shown by displaying a co lon between 
the  second and th ird  d ig its  o f the 
tim e.
W henever you w ish to  verify the tim e 
at w h ich the tim er is set, press bu tton 
Q .  The tim e will be d isplayed in the 
panel. A fte r a few  seconds, the 
d isplay w ill sw itch  back to  the station 
frequency. In o rd e r to  change the 
tim e r to  a new setting, re fer to  the 
above in form ation.
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Hood

»

To open:
Pull lever (1) under the LH side o f the 
instrum ent panel to  un lock the hood. 
The hood opens to  the safety catch 
stop. A t the same tim e grip  (2) will 
pop out o f the rad ia tor grille.

Pull g rip  (2) ou t o f the rad ia tor grille 
as far as the s top  and lift up hood 
(w indshie ld w iper arm s m ust no t be 
fo lded  out).
C losing:
C lose hood by depressing it firm ly.

W arning:
Stay c lear o f m oving parts when hood 
is open and the engine is running.
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Have the following items checked regularly and prior to any long trip

1 Fuel Supply For w in te r and sum m er opera tion diesel
fue ls  re fer to  “ Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, 
etc. and last page” .

2 Tire Pressure For tire  pressure table re fer to  fuel fille r flap 
o r last page. C heck at least every o ther 
week. For fu rth e r in form ation see “ W heels, 
Tires, Changing W hee ls” .

3 Oil/Fluid Level: Engine, 
Autom atic Transmission

See “ Checking Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, 
e tc ." , “ Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, etc. and 
last page” .

4 Coolant Level See “ Checking Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, 
e tc .” , “ Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, etc. and 
last page” .

5 Brake Fluid W hen the m inim um  m ark on the reservo ir is 
reached, have the system  checked (brake 
lin ing th ickness, leaks).

6 Windshield Washers Replenish w ith  w indsh ie ld  washer solvent 
(see “ Checking Fuels, Coolants, Lubri
cants, e tc .” ).

7 Battery Replenish w ith  d is tilled  w ater only. 
See “ E lectrical S ystem ” .

Vehicle Lighting Check fo r  func tion  and cleanliness.



Parking Brake Starting and Turning off the Engine

Depress parking brake pedal. When 
the  steering lock key is in position 
“ 2 ” , the brake warning lamp in the 
instrum ent c lus te r com es on.
To release, pull release bu tton  on the 
instrum ent panel. The parking brake 
releases in one rapid m ovem ent. The 
parking brake warning lamp in the 
instrum ent c lus te r m ust go  out.

Engage parking brake be fore starting 
the  engine.
Place the gear se lec to r lever in e ither 
“ P”  o r “ N ”  position.

Cold Engine

Turn key in s teering lock to  position 
“ 2 ” . Charge ind ica to r and preglow  
ind ica to r lamp m ust com e on. The 
preg low  process starts.
W hen the preg low  ind ica tor goes 
out, the engine is ready fo r starting.

A m bien t Tem perature exceeding 
0° C / +  320 F:
Turn key in s teering lock c lockw ise to 
the  stop . Do no depress accelerator. 
Release key only when the engine is 
firing  regularly.

A m bien t Tem perature below  
0° C / +  32° F:
D epress acce le rator to  the  floor. Turn 
key in s teering lock c lockw ise  to  the 
stop. Release key only when the 
engine is firing  regularly and back off 
acce le ra tor slowly.

Do no t in te rrup t the s tarting  process. 
If the engine is very cold, it is possib le  
tha t it w ill fail to  s ta rt on subsequent 
attem pts.

A t am bient tem peratures o f less than 
- 1 8 °  C /0° F, depress acce le ra tor 
three tim es prio r to  s tarting.
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Starting and Turning off the Engine

Hot Engine

Turn key in s teering lock c lockw ise to 
the s top and s tart engine im m ediate ly 
w ithou t depressing the accelerator. 
Release the key as soon as the 
engine is firing  regularly.

Turning off

Turn key in steering lock to  position 
“ 0"  and remove only w hen the vehicle 
has stopped.
Should the engine con tinue to  oper
ate w ith the key in s teering lock 
position “ 0 ” , refer to  page 67.

W ith very high coo lant tem peratures 
(e.g. a fte r driv ing on m ountain 
passes), do not shut dow n the engine 
im m ediate ly bu t a llow  it to  run at 
s ligh tly  increased id le speed fo r 
another 1 -  2 m inutes approxim ately.

Notes
Due to  the insta lled s ta rte r non-re 
peat unit, the key in the steering  lock 
m ust be re turned to  “ 0 "  position  
before making a new s ta rting  attem pt.

O bserve the oil pressure  gauge 
im m ediate ly a fte r starting . In a very 
co ld engine the oil pressure  will only 
rise slowly, som e tim e afte r the

engine has started. Do no t speed up 
the engine be fore pressure is reg is
te red on the pressure gauge.
The charge ind ica tor lamp m ust go 
o u t as soon as the engine has started. 
If the preg low  ind ica tor fails to  light 
up, the preg low  system  is de fec
tive and should be repaired at a 
MERCEDES-BENZ service station at 
the  earliest possib le  date.
In areas w here tem peratures fre 
quen tly  d rop  be low  — 18° C /0° F, we 
recom m end to  have a b lock heater 
insta lled. Every MERCEDES-BENZ 
service station w ill readily advise you 
on th is  sub ject.



Starting and Shifting Gears

)

The autom atic transm ission facilita tes 
and sim plifies the handling o f the 
vehicle. The individual gears are 
sh ifted autom atica lly dependent upon 
se lec to r lever position, vehicle speed 
and acce le rator position.

Hint
When parking the vehic le o r if w ork ing  
on the vehicle w ith  the engine 
running, depress parking brake pedal 
and move se lec to r lever to  position
“ p „

Do not s tore any o b je c ts  in the 
d rive r’s foo tw e ll area because they 
cou ld  becom e lodged under the 
o p e ra to r’s pedals thus  rendering 
these con tro ls  partially o r to ta lly 
inoperative.

Starting
Shift se lecto r lever to  the desired 
driv ing position  on ly when the engine 
is id ling and the service brake is 
applied. Do no t release the brake 
be fore m oving off. The vehic le may 
otherw ise  s tart c reeping when the 
se lec to r lever is in a driv ing position. 
Test the service brake sho rtly  after 
driving off.

Warm up the engine sm ooth ly. Do not 
place full load on the engine until the 
opera ting tem perature has been 
reached.

A cce le ra to r position
Partial th ro ttle  =  early upsh ifting  =
normal acceleration.
Full th ro ttle  =  later upsh ifting  =  
m axim um  acceleration.

Depressing the acce le rator beyond 
full th ro ttle  to  k ickdow n position 
m eans dow nsh ifting  to  the next lower 
gear and thus maximum acceleration. 
If you ease up on the acce le ra tor after 
having attained the desired speed, 
the transm ission will sh ift up again. 
G earsh ifting is con tro lled  by the 
vehicle speed.
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Starting and Shifting Gears

S elector lever positions 
The autom atic gear sh ifting  process 
can be adapted to spec ific  opera ting 
cond itions by means o f the se lecto r 
lever.

“ P”  Parking lock.
The parking lock is an additional 
safeguard when parking the 
vehicle. Engage only when the 
car is stationary.

“ R”  Reverse gear.
Shift reverse gear on ly w ith  the 
vehicle at halt.

“ N " Neutral.
No power is transm itted  from  the 
engine to  the rear axle.
W hen the brakes are released, 
the vehicle can be m oved freely 
(pushed, tow ed o r tow -s ta rted).

Do not engage “ N ”  when driving 
except when the vehic le is in 
danger of sk idd ing (e.g. on icy 
roads). See page 56.

“ D ”  Drive.
A ll fo rw ard  gears are available. 
Position “ D ”  a ffo rds optim um  
driv ing cha racte ris tics  under all 
normal opera ting  cond itions.

“ S ”  Slope.
U pshifting to  3rd gear only. 
Suitable fo r  m odera te ascents 
and descents. As the transm is
sion sh ifts  up to  3rd gear only, 
th is  position pe rm its  the utiliza
tion o f the engine braking effect. 

" L ”  Low.
U pshifting to  2nd gear only.
For driv ing on s teep m ountain 
passes, fo r tra ile r opera tion in

m ountainous reg ions, fo r driving 
under severe opera ting cond i
tions  and as braking position  on 
extrem ely steep declines.

Im portant!

Do no t exceed the speed lim its fo r 
individual gear se lections, w h ich are 
correspond ing ly  ind ica ted by marks 
on the speedom eter.
Do no t a ttem pt dow nsh ifting  to  a 
low er gear (braking effect) unless the 
speedom ete r needle is be low  the 
speed-lim it-m ark  o f tha t particular 
gear range. O ve r-rew ing  cou ld o th e r
w ise  resu lt in damage to  the engine. 
On s lippery road surfaces, it is not 
recom m ended to  dow nsh ift in o rder 
to  obtain braking action.
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Starting and Shifting Gears Safe Driving

M aneuvering
To m aneuver in res tric ted  area, e.g. 
when pulling in to  a parking space, 
con tro l the car speed by gradually 
releasing the service brake. A cce le r
ate gently and do not pum p the 
accelerator. To rock a car ou t o f so ft 
ground (mud or snow), alternate ly 
sh ift one forw ard gear range and the 
reverse gear at partial th ro ttle .

Trailer operation
Do not allow the engine speed to 
d rop too  low at uphill g rad ients to  
prevent the engine from  laboring at 
low RPMs. Depending on the degree 
o f the incline, sh ift se lec to r lever to

pos itions “ S ”  o r " L ”  early enough to  
maintain engine RPMs w ith in  best 
to rque  range.

S topping
For b rie f halts, e.g. at tra ffic  lights, 
leave the se lec to r lever in a driving 
position  and con tro l vehicle w ith  the 
service brake.
For longer s tops w ith  the  engine 
idling, sh ift se lec to r lever to  position
" N ”  or “ P ".
W hen s topp ing  the car on a slope, do 
no t ho ld it by means o f the  acce lera
to r  bu t use the service brake. This 
avoids unnecessary heat-up o f the 
transm ission .

Power assistance:
Do not a ttem pt to  move o r roll the 
vehicle w ith  the engine no t in 
operation, as engine-driven accesso
ries such as the pow er s teering 
system  or power brakes are not 
“ pow ered” , there fore, requiring sub
stantially m ore e ffo rt fo r the ir opera
tion  even though they always remain 
m echanically operative.

T ires:
Do no t allow  you r tires  to  wear down 
to o  far. W ith less than appr. 3 m m /
Vs in o f tread, the an tisk id  properties 
on a w et road fall o ff sharply.

Depending upon the w eather and /o r 
road pavem ent, the grip  o f the tires 
varies w idely.
The reten tion o f the specified tire  
pressure is essentia l. This applies 
particularly if the tires  are sub jected  
to  high loads (e.g. high speeds, heavy 
loads, high or low  am bient tem pera
tures).
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Safe Driving

Aquaplaning:
Depending on the depth o f the water 
layer on the road, aquaplaning may 
occu r even w ith tires  still show ing the 
full tread depth, and even at low 
speeds. Avoid track grooves in the 
road and apply brakes cau tiously in 
the rain.

Tire fric tion :
Dry road =  100 %
W et road =  from  approx. 50 %  to 
approx. 80 o/o (be particu larly cau
tious on w et and d irty  roads)
Icy road =  approx. 15 %
A given speed at which a vehicle 
driven on dry roads can still be fu lly 
contro lled m ust be reduced when the 
same vehicle is to  be driven safely on 
a wet o r icy road.
You should pay particu lar a tten tion  to 
the cond ition  of the road as soon as 
the prevailing tem peratures fall close 
to  the freezing point.
If ice has form ed on the road (e.g. due 
to  fog), a th in film  of w ater is then

qu ick ly  produced on the ice which 
substantia lly  reduces the grip  o f the 
tires. Under such w eathe r cond itions, 
drive, steer, accelerate and brake 
particularly carefully.
We recom m end M +  S radia l-ply tires 
fo r the co ld season. On ice o r packed 
snow, they can reduce you r s topp ing 
d istance as com pared w ith  sum m er 
tires. S topp ing distance, however, is 
neverthe less considerab ly greater 
than when the road is w e t o r dry.

Brakes:

W hen driv ing down long and steep 
declines, relieve the brakes by engag
ing se lec to r lever pos ition  “ S ”  o r “ L ” . 
This prevents overheating o f the 
brakes and reduces brake pad wear.

A fte r hard braking it is advisable 
to  drive on fo r som e tim e so the air 
stream  w ill coo l down the  brakes 
faster.

W hen driv ing in heavy rain fo r som e 
tim e w ithou t applying the brakes, the 
firs t braking action may be som ewhat 
re tarded and increased pedal p res
sure may be necessary. For th is 
reason, stay fu rthe r away from  a 
vehic le in front.

The cond ition  o f the parking brake 
should be checked during every 
m aintenance service. Furtherm ore it 
is recom m ended to  exe rt once or 
tw ice  between the regular m ainte
nance services, a m axim um  pressure 
o f 10 kp /22  lb on the parking brake 
pedal fo r  10 seconds w hile travelling 
at a speed around 50 km /h /3 0  mph 
on dry road. Pull release knob during 
th is  p rocess! Repeat procedure  once 
or tw ice . Exercise care, the  brake 
lam ps do no t w ork.
Have all inspections o f and w ork  on 
the brake system  carried out by a 
MERCEDES-BENZ service station.



Safe Driving

If the parking brake is released and 
the brake warning lamp in the 
ins trum ent c lus te r stays on, the 
brake flu id  level in the  reservo ir is too  
low.
Brake pad wear or a leak in the 
system  may be the reason fo r loss of 
brake flu id  in the reservoir.
Have the brake system  inspected at a 
MERCEDES-BENZ service station 
w ithou t delay.
Install only brake pads recom m ended 
by us. If o ther than recom m ended 
brake pads are installed, the braking 
p roperties  of the vehicle can be 
affected to  an extent tha t the safety is 
substantia lly impaired.

Brake Pad W ear Indicator Lamp

The brake pad wear ind ica to r lamp in 
the instrum ent c lus te r com es on 
when the key in the steering lock is 
tu rned to  driving position  “ 2 "  and it 
m ust go out when the engine is 
running. If the ind ica tor lamp lights up 
during braking, th is  show s that the 
fron t wheel brake pads are worn 
down.
Have brake system  checked in a 
MERCEDES-BENZ service sta tion as 
soon as possib le.

Brake Fluid

During the course of the opera tion of 
the vehicle, the bo iling po in t of the 
brake flu id  is con tinuously being 
reduced th rough  the absorp tion  of 
m oisture from  the atm osphere. Under 
extrem ely hard opera ting cond itions, 
th is  m oisture con ten t can lead to  the 
fo rm ation  of vapor in the  system , thus 
reducing the system ’s effic iency. The 
brake flu id  m ust the re fo re  be re
placed annually, pre ferab ly in the 
spring. It is recom m ended to  use only 
brake flu id  approved by 
MERCEDES-BENZ.
Your M ERCEDES-BENZ dealer w ill 
provide you w ith additional in fo rm a
tion.

Charge Indicator Lamp

Should the charge ind ica to r lamp fail 
to  com e on prio r to  starting  when the 
ignition key is in position  “ 2”  or 
should it fail to  go out a fte r starting  or 
during operation, th is  ind ica tes a fau lt 
w h ich m ust be repaired at a 
M ERCEDES-BENZ service station as 
soon as possib le.
W hen the charg ing ind ica tor lamp 
g low s while the engine is running, the

V -be lt may have been to rn  o ff which 
m akes the w ater pum p also inopera
tive. This may cause overheating and 
damage to  the engine. In th is  case the 
V -be lt m ust be renewed before 
driv ing on.

Oil Pressure Gauge

The oil pressure  may d rop  at idle 
speed to  0.3 bar/4 .4 psi if the engine 
is at opera ting  tem perature . This w ill 
no t jeopard ize its opera tiona l re liab il
ity. P ressure m ust, however, rise 
im m ediate ly upon acceleration.

The oil pressure  gauge w ill not 
provide early warning o f low  oil level. 
Therefore, check  oil level at regular 
intervals w ith  the d ipstick .

Coolant Tem perature Gauge

Due to  the pressurized coo ling 
system , the coo lant on ly s tarts  bo iling 
at a tem perature of approx. 125° C/ 
257° F w ith  an antifreeze-blended 
coo lant fill p ro tecting  down to 
— 30° C / — 22° F (see also “ Fuels, 
Coolants, Lubricants, e tc .” )
During severe opera ting cond itions 
and s top -and -go  c ity  tra ffic  the 
coo lant tem perature m ust not rise 
above the red m arking.



Safe Driving The First 1500 km /1000 Miles

Emission Control

Certain system s of the engine serve 
to  keep the tox ic  com ponents  o f the 
exhaust gases w ith in perm issib le 
lim its required by law. (Neverthe less, 
we urgently advise you no t to  let the 
engine run in a c losed garage.) These 
system s, o f course, w ill function  
properly only when m aintained s tric tly  
accord ing to  fac to ry  specifica tions. 
Any ad justm ents on the engine 
should, therefore, be carried ou t only 
by qualified MERCEDES-BENZ te ch 
nicians. The ad justm ents o f the 
engine should not be altered in any 
way. M oreover, the specified service 
and maintenance jobs  m ust be 
carried ou t regularly accord ing  to  
MERCEDES-BENZ servic ing requ ire 
ments. For details re fer to  the 
Maintenance Booklet.

Engine Oil Consumption

Engine oil consum ption  can only be 
determ ined after a certa in mileage 
has been covered. During the break- 
in period, h igher oil consum ption  may 
be noticed and is normal.

The m ore cautiously you trea t your 
engine during the break-in period, the 
m ore satisfied you w ill be w ith  its 
perform ance later on. Therefore, drive 
your vehicle during the firs t 1500 km / 
1000 m iles at m oderate vehicle 
and engine speeds.

During th is  period, avoid heavy loads 
(full th ro ttle  driving) and high RPMs 
(no m ore than 2/3 o f m aximum 
perm issib le  speed in each gear) and 
do not fo rce  the engine to  labor at low 
engine speed.
Avoid accelerating by k ickdow n. It is 
not recom m ended to  brake the 
vehicle by m eans o f manually sh ifting 
to  a lower gear. We recom m end to  
se lect positions “ S ”  o r “ L ”  only at 
m odera te speeds (fo r hill driving). 
A fte r 1500 km /1000 m iles speeds may 
gradually be increased to  the perm is
sib le maximum.



Special Operating Conditions

W inter Driving

Have your car w interized in a
MERCEDES-BENZ service station
before the onset o f w inter.
•  Engine oil change: If no “ all-year 

rou nd ”  engine oil is used, fill w ith 
recom m ended w in te r oil. For v is 
cos ity  and capacity, re fer to 
“ Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, etc. 
and last page".

•  For diesel fuels, refer to  page 91 
and last page.

•  Antifreeze in the coo lant: Check 
antifreeze p ro tec tion  periodically. 
For capacity re fer to  "Fuels, 
Coolants, Lubricants, e tc .” .

•  A dd itive in the w indsh ie ld  washer 
system s: A dd w indsh ie ld  washer 
solvent to  the w ate r in the 
w indsh ie ld  washer system .

•  Test ba tte ry: Battery capacity 
drops w ith  decreasing am bient 
tem perature . A well charged ba t

te ry ensures tha t the engine can 
always be started, even at low 
am bient tem peratures.

•  T ires: We recom m end M +  S radial 
tires  on all w heels fo r the w in te r 
season. O bserve perm iss ib le  m ax
imum speed fo r M +  S radial tires  
and the legal speed lim it.

Hints for Driving

The m ost im portan t rule fo r  slippery 
o r icy roads is to  drive sensib ly and to  
avoid abrupt acceleration, braking 
and steering action. Do not use the 
cru ise con tro l system  under such 
cond itions.
W hen the vehicle is in danger o f 
skidd ing, move se lec to r lever to 
position  “ N ” . Try to  keep the vehicle 
under con tro l by means of co rrec tive  
steering action.
Provided the tra ffic  cond itions  will 
allow, only brake in a way tha t the

wheels are locked fo r  no m ore than 
frac tions o f a second as otherw ise the 
steerab ility  o f the vehicle is lost.
Road sa lts and chem ica ls can 
adversely a ffect braking effic iency. 
Increased pedal fo rce  may becom e 
necessary to  produce the normal 
brake effect. We the re fo re  recom 
m end depressing the brake pedal 
repeatedly w hen travelling on salt- 
s trew n roads at length. This can bring 
road salt im paired braking effic iency 
back to  normal. A p re requ is ite  is, 
however, tha t th is  is possib le  w ithou t 
endangering o ther drivers on the 
road.
If the vehicle is parked a fte r being 
driven on salt treated roads, the 
braking effic iency should be tes ted  as 
soon as possib le  a fter driv ing is 
resum ed while adhering to  the safety 
requirem ents.



Special Operating Conditions

Tire Chains

Tire chains can only be used on the 
driving wheels. Use only chains 
tested and recom m ended by us. Any 
MERCEDES-BENZ service station will 
readily advise you. Retighten newly 
m ounted tire chains afte r a few  m iles 
o f driving. Do not exceed perm issib le  
maximum speed of 50 km /h /3 0  mph. 
On clear roads rem ove the chains as 
soon as practicable. Adhere  to  the 
m anufacturer’s m ounting in s tru c 
tions.

High Altitude Correction Device

The engine is equipped w ith  an 
autom atic high a ltitude co rrec tion  
device.

Traveling Abroad

Abroad, too , there is a w idely-spread 
MERCEDES-BENZ service ne tw ork at 
your d isposal. If you travel in to  areas 
w h ich are not listed in the index of 
your service station bookle t, you 
should request pe rtinen t in form ation 
from  your dealer.





Vehicle Care
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MERCEDES-BENZ Maintenance System

Like any o ther m echanical equipm ent, 
the vehicle requires care and m ainte
nance.
A m aintenance book le t is delivered 
w ith your car listing all the m ainte
nance jobs  that m ust be carried out 
a fter the fo llow ing mileages.
•  Once after 1300— 1600 km / 

8 0 0 -1 0 0 0  miles.
•  A fte r 8000 km /5000 miles.
•  A fte r 24 000 km /15 000 m iles 

and thereafter every 24 000 km /
15 000 miles, bu t at least once 
every tw o years.

We w ould also like to  draw  your 
a tten tion to  the hints conta ined in the 
m aintenance book le t covering neces
sary lubrica tion services every 
8000 km /5000 miles, additional 
m aintenance jobs every 48 000 km /

30 000 m iles and MB individual 
m aintenance as required.
Renew brake flu id once a year, 
p re ferab ly in spring. Use only 
brake flu ids  recom m ended by 
MERCEDES-BENZ.
The vehicle m ust receive the p re
scribed m aintenance a n d /o r lubrica
tion  w ork  at the specified intervals as 
lis ted in the m aintenance booklet. 
Verification o f perfo rm ance o f such 
m ain tenance /lubrica tion  w ork  should 
be recorded in the spaces provided in 
the m aintenance booklet.
The m aintenance jobs  are described 
in detail in a manual w h ich you can 
o rder from  your MERCEDES-BENZ 
service station.

Severe Operating Conditions

In the case o f severe opera ting 
cond itions o r heavy use mainly in c ity 
tra ffic  o r over sho rt d istances, fre 
quent m ountain driving, poor roads, 
dusty and m uddy cond itions, tra iler 
operation, hard and spo rty  driving, 
etc., it may be necessary to  inspect
e.g.
•  the tires
•  air c leaner (clean or renew ele

ment)
at sho rte r intervals.

Any MERCEDES-BENZ service sta
tion  will be pleased to  give you expert 
and individual advice.



MERCEDES-BENZ Maintenance System Spare Parts Service

Engine Oil Change and Filter 
Change

To be carried ou t every 8000 km /
5000 miles, bu t at least once a year if 
year-round m ultigrade oil is used. 
O therw ise at least tw ice  a year (in 
spring and fall).
Under severe opera ting cond itions or 
if diesel fue ls w ith high su lphur 
con ten t (in excess o f 0.5 %  by 
weight) are used, the oil and filte r 
should be changed every 4000 km / 
2500 miles.
For regular oil level checks, re fer to  
“ Checking Fuels, Coolants, Lubri
cants, e tc .” .

Autom atic Transmission —
Fluid and Filter Change

To be carried ou t every 48 000 km /
30 000 m iles accord ing to  the m ainte
nance booklet.
Under severe opera ting  cond itions, 
have the au tom atic  transm iss ion flu id  
changed every 24 000 km /
15 000 m iles w ith ou t f ilte r change.

All MERCEDES-BENZ service s ta 
tions maintain a s tock  of original 
spare parts required fo r m aintenance 
and repair work. In addition, s tra teg ic 
ally located parts d is tribu tion  centers 
provide qu ick and reliable parts 
service.
M ore than 200 000 d iffe rent spare 
parts, even fo r ra ther old vehicle 
m odels, are available. 
MERCEDES-BENZ original spare 
parts are sub jected  to  m ost severe 
quality inspections. Each part has 
been specifica lly developed, manu
factured or se lected fo r and adapt
ed to  M ERCEDES-BENZ vehicles. 
Therefore, M ERCEDES-BENZ original 
spare parts should be installed.



Cleaning and Care of the Vehicle

In operation, your vehicle is sub jected  
to  a great am ount of varying external 
in fluences which, if gone unchecked, 
can attack the pa in tw ork as well as 
the underbody and cause lasting 
damage.
Such damage is caused not only by 
extrem e and varying clim atic  con d i
tions, bu t also by air po llu tion , road 
salt, tar, gravel and stone chipp ing. 
Grease and oil, fuel, coo lant, brake 
flu id, bird dropp ings, tree resins, etc. 
should be im m ediate ly rem oved to  
avoid paint damage. Frequent w ash
ing, however, reduces an d /o r e lim i
nates the aggressiveness and 
po tency of the above adverse in flu
ences.
M ore frequent washings are neces
sary to  deal w ith  unfavorable con d i
t ion s ; fo r  example, near the ocean, in 
industria l areas (sm oke, exhaust 
em issions), o r during w in te r opera
tion .

Y ou should check over your vehicle 
from  tim e to  tim e fo r stone ch ipp ing 
o r o the r damage. Any damage should 
be repaired as soon as possib le  to  
p reven t the start o f co rros ion .
In do ing so, do not neg lect the 
unders ide o f the car. A prerequis ite  
fo r  a tho rough  check is a washing of 
the  underbody fo llow ed by a th o r - 
ough inspection . Damaged areas 
need to  be re-undercoated.

Your vehicle has been trea ted at the 
fac to ry  w ith  a wax-base rus tp roo fing  
in the body cavities w h ich  w ill last fo r 
the life tim e of the vehicle. P os t
p roduction  trea tm ent is ne ither 
necessary nor recom m ended by 
MERCEDES-BENZ because of the 
poss ib ility  of incom patib ility  between 
m aterials used in the p roduction  
p rocess and o thers  applied later. 
A fte r every engine cleaning you 
should have the engine com partm ent 
rus tp roo fed . Before rustp roo fing , all

con tro l linkage bushings have to be 
lubrica ted w ith hydraulic oil (check 
w ith your local MERCEDES-BENZ 
dealership fo r recom m ended brands). 
We have selected car-care p roducts  
and com piled recom m endations 
w h ich are specia lly m atched to  our 
vehic les and which always re flect the 
newest in techno log ica l standing. You 
can obtain MB car-care p roduc ts  at 
every MERCEDES-BENZ service sta
tion.
Scratches, corros ive deposits , c o r
rosion or damage due to  negligent or 
inco rrec t care cannot always be re 
moved w ith the car-care p roduc ts  
recom m ended here. In such cases 
it is best to  seek aid at your 
MERCEDES-BENZ service station. 
The fo llow ing top ics  deal w ith  the 
cleaning and care o f your vehicle and 
give im portant “ h o w -to ”  in fo rm ation 
as well as references to  reco m 
m ended MB car-care products .



Cleaning and Care of the Vehicle

Car Washing

Do not wash the car in the sun. Use 
only a m ild car wash de tergent, such 
as MB auto sham poo. Spray vehicle 
well w ith a d iffused je t of water. D irect 
on ly a weak je t tow ards the ventila tion 
openings. Use plenty o f w a te r and 
rinse sponge and cham ois often.
Rinse off vehicle w ith c lear w ater and 
w ipe dry w ith cham ois.

Do not use solvents (fuels, th inner, 
etc.) to  clean the tail lamps.

In the w inter, tho rough ly  rem ove all 
traces o f road salt as soon as 
possible.
When washing the car underbody, do 
not fo rge t to clean the inner sides of 
the wheels.

Tar Stains

Quickly remove tar stains be fore they 
dry and becom e more d ifficu lt to  
remove.

Window Cleaning

Use a w indow  cleaning so lu tion  on 
very d irty  o r o il-sta ined w indows. 
Clean w indsh ie ld  w iper b lades w ith  a 
clean c lo th  and de te rgen t solution. 
Replace blades at least once o r tw ice  
a year.

Plastic Parts, Rubber Parts and 
MB-Tex Upholstery Covers

Do not use oil or wax on these parts. 

Seat Belts

The w ebb ing m ust not be trea ted w ith 
chem ical cleaning agents. Use only 
clear, lukewarm  w ater and soap. Do 
no t dry the w ebb ing at tem peratures 
above 80° C /1760 F o r in d irec t 
sunlight. Never bleach o r re-dye the 
webbing.

Steering Wheel, Selector Lever and 
Instrument Cluster

Use a gentle d ish-w ashing de tergent 
o r m ild de tergent fo r de licate fabrics

as a washing solution. W ipe w ith a 
c lo th  m oistened in lukewarm  solution. 
Do not use scouring agents.

Upholstery

Leather: W ipe leather upho lstery w ith 
a dam p c lo th  and dry thoroughly. 
Exercise particular care when clean
ing perfo rated leather as its underside 
should not becom e wet.
Velours: P ressure m arks resu lting 
from  dam pness and heat may appear 
to  be stains. Such m arks can be 
rem oved by w iping w ith  a m oistened 
brush, ironing w ith  a w e t c lo th  o r by 
trea ting  w ith  a dry sham poo. Do not 
s it on dam p upho lstery. Q uick drying 
is achieved by applying hot air —  fo r 
example, by using a hair dryer. If in 
doub t, please consu lt your 
MERCEDES-BENZ service station.



Cleaning and Care of the Vehicle

Paintwork

Do not apply wax if your car is parked 
in the sun o r if the hood is still hot. 
For maximum pro tection , the pa in t
w ork  should be waxed approxim ately 
once every three m onths. Use the 
appropria te MERCEDES-BENZ 
Touch-Up S tick fo r qu ick and p rov i
sional repairs of m inor paint damage.
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Light Alloy Wheels

If possib le, clean wheels once a week 
w ith  lukewarm  w ater and auto-sham 
poo. Use an ample supply of water.
To rem ove stubborn  m arks, use 
po lish or paint cleaner and apply w ith 
buffing c lo th  o r a so ft clo th.

Ornamental Moldings 
(Chrom e-Plated, Aluminium)

For regular cleaning and care of very 
d irty  chrom e-p la ted parts, use a 
chrom e cleaner.



Practical Hints
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Practical Hints

Ash trays

To remove fro n t ash tray:
Pull ash tray ou t as far as possib le. 
Push down the spring (1) in the 
cen ter and remove ash tray.

To install ash tray:
Position ash tray squarely and push
in.
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To remove rear ash tray:
Push the ash tray down while opening 
and remove.

To install ash tray:
Position ash tray square ly and push
in.



Practical Hints

Bleeding the Fuel System

A com ple te ly bled fue l system  is 
imperative fo r perfect engine opera
tion. During operation, the system  is 
continuously bled via the overflow  
line.
The entire system  m ust be bled 
manually after the fue l tank has been 
driven com ple te ly empty.

Turning off Engine Manually

If the engine con tinues opera ting in 
s teering lock position  “ 0 ” , open hood 
and press lever m arked “ STOP” until 
the engine stops.

Note:
D isengage prim er pum p handle prio r 
to  opera ting  it (turn co u n te rc lo ck 
w ise). Retighten a fte r use.
F irst, fill fue l tank w ith  fuel. Then 
opera te p rim er pum p until the bypass 
valve on the in jec tion  pum p opens 
(h issing noise).
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Practical Hints

Jack, Vehicle Tools, First Aid Kit

Jack, vehicle too ls  and firs t aid kit are 
stow ed in the cargo space on the RH 
side behind the panel.
To open the panel, pull handle and 
fo ld  down panel.

Note:
The jack is designed exclusive ly fo r 
jacking up the vehicle at the jack 
tubes provided on e ither side of the 
vehicle. Jack stands m ust be used 
when w ork ing under the vehicle.

Spare Wheel

The spare wheel is located in the 
cargo space on the LH side behind 
the panel.
Open web (1) and lift panel upwards. 
W hen attach ing the panel, make sure 
the guide pins engage in the floo r of 
the cargo space.
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Wheels Tires Changing Wheels

Wheels, Tires

In case o f rep lacem ent we recom 
mend you use tires and rim s of 
identical design, version and brand. 
See any MERCEDES-BENZ service 
station fo r in form ation on tes ted  and 
recom m ended wheels and tires fo r 
sum m er and w in te r opera tion. They 
will also o ffe r more advice concern ing 
tire service and purchase.
M ount single newly acquired tires  on 
the fron t wheels. If any tires  are 
replaced and the spare tire  is new and 
of the same make and version, m ount 
the spare wheel on the vehicle as 
road wheel. We recom m end that you 
break in new tires fo r approx. 100 km / 
60 miles at m oderate speed.
On new rim s it is im perative tha t the 
wheel securing bo lts  be re tightened 
after approx. 800 km /500 miles. On 
new vehicles re tigh ten ing is carried

ou t in the course o f the 1s t inspec
tion. Retigh tening is also necessary 
when new w heels are fitte d  at a later 
date, e.g. when the spare wheel is 
used fo r the firs t tim e o r w hen a new 
set of wheels w ith M -I- S tires  is fitted . 
For tire specifica tions, re fer to  “ Tech
nical Data".

Rotating wheels:
The w heels can be ro ta ted accord ing  
to  the degree of tire wear while 
retaining the same sense o f ro tation. 
Rotating, however, should be carried 
ou t be fore the cha racte ris tic  tire  wear 
patte rn (shoulder w ear on fro n t 
w heels and tread cen te r w ear on rear 
wheels) becom es vis ib le  at a mileage 
o f 5000 -  10 000 km /3000 -  6000 
m iles as otherw ise the driv ing p ro pe r
ties deteriorate.
S low ly leaking air (e.g. due to  a nail in 
the tire) may cause dam age to  the tire

such as tread separation. Regular tire 
pressure  checks at in tervals o f no 
m ore than 14 days are there fore 
essentia l. For the tire  pressure 
checks, keep in m ind tha t hot tires 
show  higher pressure than co ld  tires. 
See tire  pressure  chart on last page. 
Should the tire  pressure decrease 
constantly , check w hethe r fore ign 
o b je c ts  have penetra ted the tire  o r if 
the  rim  o r valve allows air to  leak. 
T horough ly clean the inner s ide o f the 
w hee ls any tim e you ro ta te  the wheels 
o r wash the veh ic le ’s underside. 
Dented o r bent rim s cause tire  
pressure loss and damage to  the tire 
beads. For th is  reason, check rim s for 
damage at regular intervals.
The rim flanges m ust be checked fo r 
w ear before a tire  is m ounted.
Remove burrs, if there are any.



Wheels Tires Changing Wheels

Changing Wheels

1. Depress parking brake pedal.
I  , 2. Move se lecto r le ve rto  position  “ P ” .

| | |  3. Safeguard vehicle against rolling
off by using chocks o r sim ilar.
Place chocks under bo th opposite  
wheels (on downhill side), on a 

^  level road on both s ides o f the
oppos ite  fron t wheel when chang
ing a rear wheel.

4. Using the com bination  wrench, 
loosen bu t do not yet rem ove the 
wheel bolts.
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Clean jack supporting  tube, if 
necessary. (Jack tubes  are behind 
the fron t wheel housings and in 
fron t o f the rear wheel housing.) 
Insert jack arm fu lly in to  tube hole 
up to  the stop. Position the jack so 
tha t it w ill always be vertica l as 
seen from  the side, even on 
inclines. Jack up the vehicle until 
the wheel is clear o ff the ground. 
Then back ou t the wheel bolts. 
P ro tect bo lt threads from  d irt and 
sand. Remove the wheel.

Note:
It m ust be ensured tha t light alloy 
rim s are not d ropped on the ir 
ou ts ide  face since th is  may dam 
age the plastic cen te r hub cover.

8 . A d jus t the jack to  allow  the wheel 
to  be slipped on w ith o u t being 
lifted.

9. Slip on wheel and press against 
wheel m ounting flange. Turn in 
wheel bo lts.



Wheels Tires Changing Wheels

10. Lower car and rem ove jack. 
T ighten the five bo lts  evenly by 
tigh ten ing every o th e r bo lt until 
all the bo lts  are tigh t. O bserve a 
tigh ten ing to rque  o f 11 kpm /
80 Ib-ft.

11. C orrect tire  pressure.

Tire pressure

A table (see fuel fille r flap o r last 
page) lis ts  the tire in flation pressures 
specified fo r sum m er and w in te r tires

as well as fo r  the varying opera ting 
cond itions.

Im portant!
Tire pressure d iffe rs  by approx.
0.1 bar/1 .5  psi per 10° C /18° F of air 
tem pera ture  change. Keep th is  in 
m ind w hen check ing  tire  pressure 
inside a garage —  especia lly in the 
w inter.

Example:
Room  tem perature  =  approx.
+  20° C / +  68° F

A m b ien t tem perature  =  approx.
0° C / +  32° F
A d jus ted  air pressure  =  specified air 
p ressure  + 0 .2  b a r /+  3 psi.

Tire tem peratures and pressure in
crease w ith  the vehicle speed. Tire 
pressure  should there fore  only be 
co rrec ted  on co ld  tires. C o rrect tire 
pressure  in hot tires on ly if pressure 
has d ropped be low  the data lis ted in 
the  table and the respective operating 
cond itions  are taken in to  considera
tion.

(
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Checking Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Engine Oil Level Check

1 D ipstick
2 O ilfille r hole
Check engine oil level at regular 
intervals, a fte r refue ling, w ith  the 
engine at opera ting tem pera ture  and 
shut off.
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t 
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The vehicle should be 
parked on level ground and 
the oil level m ust be som e
where between the lower 
and the upper m ark on 
d ips tick  (1); do  no t rep len
ish in excess of the upper 
mark.

W ipe d ips tick  before any oil level 
m easurem ent. To determ ine the oil 
level, check both s ides o f the 
d ipstick . A lways determ ine the oil 
level by means o f the  s tra igh t 
horizontal m arking fo rm ed by the oil 
on one side of the d ipstick .
For v iscosity  and capacity, see 
“ Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, etc., 
and last page” .



Checking Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Checking Coolant Level

The coo lant level can be checked 
visually at the transparent coo lant 
reservoir.
To check the coo lant level, the vehicle 
m ust be parked on level ground.

The coolant level m ust reach:
The m arking (1, arrow) on the 
reservoir when the engine is cold. 
Approx. 2 cm /0.8 in h igher w hen the 
engine is at operating tem perature .

Replenishing Coolant

If a small am ount of coo lant has to  be 
added (due to  evaporation of water), 
plain w ater can be added.
If a larger quantity of coo lant has to 
be added, a 50/50 m ixture  o f w ater 
and antifreeze should be used.

Caution:
Do not rem ove pressure  cap on 
coo lant reservo ir if engine tem pera
ture is above 90° C /1940 F. A llow

engine to  coo l down before rem oving 
cap. The coo lant reservo ir contains 
ho t w ater and is under pressure.
F irst turn cap to  f irs t no tch  to  relieve 
excess pressure using a rag. If 
opened im m ediately, ho t scalding 
flu id  and steam will be blown out 
under pressure.
The drain p lugs fo r the coo ling 
system  are located on the right-hand 
side o f the engine b lock and the 
bo ttom  of the radiator.
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Checking Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Fluid Level —
Autom atic Transmission

1 ^ ^  A t regular intervals, check the flu id
level of the autom atic transm ission 

B  toge the r w ith the engine oil level prior
k  to  every long trip.

Check transm iss ion flu id  level w ith 
the engine idling, parking brake 
engaged and se lecto r lever in pos i
tion  “ P ” . The vehicle m ust be parked 
on level ground. P rior to  the check, 
allow  engine to  idle fo r  approx. 1 to  
2 m inutes.
M easure oil level w ith the d ips tick  
com ple te ly  inserted and the locking 
lever released (1).
Painstaking cleanliness m ust be o b 
served!
To w ipe the d ipstick , use a clean, 
lin tfree c lo th .
To fill the transm iss ion w ith  flu id, only 
pour it th rough a fine -m esh filte r in to 
the d ips tick  opening. Even the s ligh t
est im purity  may cause operational 
troub les.
The oil level in the transm ission  is 
dependent upon the oil tem perature .

The maximum and m inim um  oil level 
m arks on the d ips tick  are applicable 
re ferences only if the transm ission 
flu id  has reached its norm al operating 
tem perature  of 80° C /176° F.
If, however, the transm iss ion flu id 
coo ls  down to  2 0 - 3 0 °  C /68 - 860 F, 
w h ich  is the normal shop tem perature 
range, then the maximum oil level will 
be approxim ately 5 m m /0.2 in below 
the m inim um  mark on the d ipstick.
We s tress th is  po in t because an oil 
change is norm ally perfo rm ed when 
the transm ission oil has coo led down 
to  shop tem perature.
The flu id  level m ust not exceed the 
d ips tick  maxim um  m ark w ith  the flu id 
at opera ting tem perature. Drain or 
s iphon off excess flu id, if required. 
Then push d ips tick  all the way in and 
sw ing lock ing lever dow nw ards (2).
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Checking Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Reservoirs for Window  
Washing Systems

The reservoir fo r the w indsh ie ld  
washing system  is located in the 
engine com partm ent.

The reservo ir fo r the rear w indow  
washing system  is located behind the 
panel on the RH side in the cargo 
space.

To open the panel, pull handle and 
fo ld  down panel.

Replenishing reservo ir:
Replenish w ith  a suitable w indshie ld 
w asher solvent. Use a type tha t will 
prov ide freezing p ro tec tion  in the 
w inter.



Electrical System

Replacing Bulbs

To remove, push the bu lb in and turn 
to  the left, then lift the bu lb  out.
To install, grip  the bu lb w ith  a paper 
tissue or sim ilar c lo th , align the pins 
on the base o f the bu lb w ith  the

>
 g rooves in the bulb socke t, push in 

lightly and turn to  the righ t until the 
s top  is felt.

Install on ly 12 vo lt bu lbs w ith  the 
specified  w a tt rating.

Headlamp A im ing
C orrect headlam p aim ing is o f para
m ount im portance to  the  roadw orth i
ness o f the car. Check and readjust 
headlam ps at regular in tervals and 
invariably when a lamp has been 
replaced.

Front Lamps

1 Cover. Remove cover (1) after 
backing ou t knurled plastic nuts 
located behind headlamps.

2 Sealed-beam  unit fo r  high and 
low  beam (Sealed-beam /Halo- 
gen)

3 Fog lamp (H 3)
4 Turn signal, parking, side m arker 

and standing lamp
(21/5 W /32 /3  cp)

5 Securing nuts fo r cover
6 Securing nuts fo r tu rn  signal, 

parking, side m arker and stand
ing lamp

7 Vertical aim ing screw , sealed- 
beam unit

8 Horizontal aim ing screw , 
sealed-beam  unit

9 Vertical aim ing screw , fog  lamp 
10 Horizontal aim ing screw , fog

lamp

:8880
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11 Securing screw s fo r sealed-beam  
unit retaining ring. Loosen se
curing screws, rem ove retaining 
ring and unit. Pull o ff connecto r.

12 Securing screw s fo r fog  lamp 
retaining ring. Loosen securing 
screw s and take ou t lamp body. 
Pull o ff plug (13). D isengage 
retaining spring and remove 
bulb (14).

15 Bulb fo r turn signal, parking, side 
marker and standing lamp.
Loosen fastener (6). Push lamp 
body forw ard and detach. Hold 
lamp holder by the w ide lug and

pull out. Depress bulb, turn to 
the le ft and take out. When 
insta lling the bu lb holder, the 
lugs m ust engage the lamp body 
recesses. W hen insta lling the 
lamp body, never fail to  engage 
the locating w ebs (16) between 
the retaining springs (17).

Tail Lamp Assemblies

1 Turn signal lamp (21 W /32 cp)
2 S top lamp (21 W /32 cp)
3 Tail lamp, standing lamp, side 

m arker lamp (10 W /6  cp)

Loosen both securing  nuts in the 
cargo space bu t do not unscrew  
com ple te ly. Loosen tail lamp assem 
bly by exerting even pressure on both 
nuts. Unscrew  securing  screw s com 
plete ly and detach tail lamp assembly. 
Push up the securing lug o f the lamp 
ho lder s lightly and rem ove lamp 
holder.
To replace, depress bulb, tu rn  it to 
the  left and pull it out.

4
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License Plate Lamps
(5 W fes toon  lamp)

Loosen both the securing screw s (1) 
and take ou t lamp.

Backup Lamps (21 W /32 cp)

I  Loosen securing screw s and detach
lens. To replace, depress the bulb, 
tu rn  it to  the left and pull it out.
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Interior Lamps
(10 W festoon  lamp)

To replace the bulb, lift o ff fro n t lamp 
at RH side, pull it ou t and open 
re flecto r.
The same applies to  the removal of 
the  rear lamp.
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Sun Visor Lamp
(5 W fes toon  lamp)

To replace a bulb, pry o ff the cover by 
inserting a screw drive r in the le ft and 
righ t s lo ts  located on the low er edge.

Glove Com partm ent Lamp
(5 W  fes toon  lamp)

To rep lace the bulb, pull ou t lamp.
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Fuses

The fuse box is located in the engine 
com partm ent.
A sum m ary o f the p ro tec ted  equ ip
m ent is prin ted in the fuse box cover. 
Fuse arrangem ent in the box —  
starting  at engine side, proceeding 
from  inside to  ou ts ide  —  
upper row : odd num bers
1 ,3 ,5  etc. up to  13; 
lower row : even num bers 
2, 4, 6 etc. up to  14.

Fuses m ust be replaced, no t repaired 
o r bridged.
Spare fuses are stored in the fuse box 
(observe am perage and co lo r code). 
Determ ine the cause o f a sho rt p rio r 
to  replacing a bu rned-ou t fuse.

A fte r rep lacing a fuse, screw  on the 
fuse box cover firm ly  to  prevent co ld  
air leaks in to  the vehicle.

Battery

Check the flu id  level in the cells from  
ou ts ide  approxim ately every 4 weeks, 
and more often in sum m er and in hot 
zones.
The flu id level m ust be between the 
low er and the upper m arkings.
Only replenish w ith  d is tilled  water. Do 
no t use metal funnels and do not 
perforate the diaphragm  o f the ba t
tery overfill p ro tection .

The battery is filled to  the maximum 
level when the w ater level in the cell 
filling  cham ber s tops go ing down.
If ba tte ry acid is to  be extracted fo r 
ba tte ry d iagnosis purposes, perforate 
the diaphragm  w ith the hydrom eter or 
the tube attached to  it.
Coat batte ry term inal c lam ps w ith 
ac idp roo f grease. Keep ba tte ry clean 
and dry.
Only tow  vehicle w ith the battery 
connected.
Only charge battery w ith  a battery 
charger when it is d isconnected  from  
the vehicle e lectrica l c ircu it.

Note:
W hile the engine is running the 
batte ry term inal c lam ps m ust not be 
loosened o r detached as otherw ise 
the a lte rna to r and o the r e lectron ic 
un its w ould be damaged.



Tow -starting and Towing the Vehicle

Towing eyes are s itua ted underneath 
the fron t and rear end on the RH side. 
Use a solid tow ing link such as a 
towbar.

Only tow -s ta rt vehicle w ith  the batte ry 
connected and the key in steering 
lock position “ 2 ” .
Caution: Remember, however, that 
until the engine is running, the power 
s teering and pow er brakes do not 
o ffe r assistance and considerab le 
additional e ffo rt is required to  s teer 
and s top the car.

Emergency Engine Start 
(Tow-starting)

Shift se lecto r lever to  “ N ”  and turn 
key in steering lock to  pos ition  “ 2 ” . 
Have vehicle towed. Having attained a 
speed o f 30 km /h /18  m ph —  cold 
transm ission —  o r 50 km /h /3 0  mph 
—  warm transm ission —  keep on 
driving at th is  speed fo r approxi
mately 1 m inute to  ensure suffic ient 
flu id  pressure in the transm ission.

To crank the engine, sh ift se lec to r 
lever to  “ S ” . Depress acce le ra tor 
fully. A s soon as the engine has 
started , release acce le ra tor and 
return se lec to r lever to  “ N ”  im 
mediately.
It is im portan t to  allow the engine to 
idle fo r  at least 1 m inute before 
starting  o ff because the preg low ing 
process s ta rts  when the key is in 
steering  lock position  “ 2 ”  and is not 
im m ediate ly d is rup ted  a fte r the 
engine has been tow -sta rted . During 
th is  tim e the preg low ing process is 
c u t ou t autom atically.
If the engine has not fired  a fte r a few  
seconds, sh ift the se lec to r lever from  
“ S " to  “ N ”  to  p ro te c t the transm is
sion from  damage.
For a new starting  attem pt, tow -s ta rt 
the vehicle fo r  som e tim e again w ith 
the se lec to r lever in pos ition  “ N ”  and 
repeat the starting  procedure .
The same m ethod can be used to  
s tart the engine in em ergencies when 
ro lling downhill.

Towing a Vehicle

The vehic le may be tow ed w ith  all of 
the  whee ls on the ground and the 
se lec to r lever in position  “ N ”  fo r 
d is tances up to  120 km /  75 m iles and 
at a speed no t to  exceed 50 km /h  /
30 mph.
To positive ly avoid a possib ility  of 
damage to  the  transm ission, how 
ever, we recom m end to  d isconnect 
the  drive shaft at the rear axle drive 
flange on any tow ing beyond a short 
tow  to  a nearby garage.
For tow ing w ith  fro n t wheels lifted, 
a ttach T -hooks to  the tie -dow n slo ts 
in fram e. Position a 4 fo o t long,
4 inch x  4 inch piece of w ood under 
the  rad ia tor support. Position tow bar 
in fro n t o f the 4 x 4 .  A ttach safety 
chains to  the lower con tro l arms, 
inboard o f the springs.
Tow ing w ith  rear w heels lifted is 
pre ferred. A ttach grab hooks to  the 
fram e brackets in fro n t of the rear 
wheels. Position the tow bar under the 
bum per. A ttach safety chains to  the 
low er con tro l arms.



Jump Starting Unlocking of the Filler Flap

If the  batte ry is d ischarged the engine 
can be started w ith  jum pe r cables 
(m inim um  cable cross  section  is 
35 mm2) and the (12 V) ba tte ry of 
another vehicle.
P roceed as fo llow s:
1. Turn key to  steering lock position 

“ 0 ” .
2. F irst connect jum pe r cables to  the 

positive batte ry term inals and then 
to  the negative term inals.

3. S tart and run engine of jum per 
vehicle at high idle.

4. S tart engine of the disabled 
vehic le in the usual manner.

5. A fte r the engine has started , firs t 
rem ove jum per cables from  the 
negative batte ry term inals and 
then from  the positive term inals.

Ins tructions:
A d ischarged ba tte ry can freeze at 
approx. — 10° C / + 14° F. In all cases 
it m ust be thawed ou t before jum per 
leads are used.
Never lean over ba tte ries while jum p 
starting .

Warning

Battery flu id  conta ins su lfu ric  acid. Do 
no t a llow  th is  flu id  to  com e in con tact 
w ith  eyes, skin, o r c lo th ing . In case it 
does, im m ediate ly flush affected area 
w ith  water.
A  batte ry will also produce hydrogen 
gas, w h ich is flam m able and exp lo 
sive. Keep flam es o r sparks away 
from  battery, i.e. im proper connection  
o f jum per cables, c igare tte  sm oking, 
etc.

If the fuel fille r flap cannot be opened 
in a vehicle locked w ith  the centra l 
lock system , pull handle in panel and 
fo ld  down panel. Then pull up the 
linkage rod o f the lock elem ent.
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Identification Plates

When ordering spare parts, please 
quote chassis and engine num bers.

1 C ertification Tag 
(left do o r pillar)

2 Identification Tag 
(left w indow  post)

3 Chassis No.
4 Engine No.
5 Body No. and Paintwork No.

Inform ation Tag 
California version 
Vacuum line routing 
fo r em ission con tro l system  
Em ission C ontro l Tag 
Em ission Contro l Tag 
Catalyst Inform ation
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Vehicle Data Cards W arranty Coverage

9073

The vehicle data cards bear all the 
im portant data relating to  your vehi
cle.
Data card No. 1 bears the key num ber 
and should on no accoun t be left in 
the vehicle. Subm it th is  card to  your 
MERCEDES-BENZ service sta tion to 
request a rep lacem ent key in case of 
loss.
Data card No. 2 bears no key data and 
is kept in the M aintenance Booklet. 
P resenting th is card to  the service 
sta tion will facilita te the p rocessing  o f 
the order.

Y our car is covered under the te rm s 
o f the “ w arranties”  prin ted in the 
O w ner’s Service and W arranty Policy 
book le t and you r dealer w ill exchange 
o r repair any de fective parts in 
accordance w ith  the te rm s o f the 
fo llow ing  warranties:

1. New vehicle lim ited warranty
2. Em ission system s warranty
3. Em ission perform ance warranty
4. California em ission con tro l sys

tem s w arranty (state o f California 
on ly unless purchased optionally 
fo r diesel m odels)

Loss o f ow ne r’s service and warranty 
po licy
Should you lose your O w ner’s Service 
and W arranty Policy booklet, have 
you r local MB dealer arrange fo r a 
rep lacem ent. It w ill be mailed to  you.



Technical Data

Type

Engine

Engine ty p e ...................................
W ork c y c le ...................................
No. of cylinders .........................
Bore ..............................................
S t ro k e ............................................
Total p iston disp lacem ent

C om pression r a t io .....................
O utpu t acc. to  S A E ..................

Valve clearance 1 Intake . . .  
(cold engine) j Exhaust .
In jection o r d e r ............................

300 TD-TURBO DIESEL
(123 193)1

617.952 
Diesel fou r s troke  

5
90.9 m m /3.58 in 
92,4 m m /3.64 in 

2998 cm 3/183.0 in3

21.5
89 kW /4350 rpm / 

120 ne t-bhp /4350 rpm 
0.10 m m /0.004 in 
0.35 m m /0.014 in 
1 — 2 — 4 — 5 —3

9.5 x  1035 mm 
12 .5x  1145 mm 
12.5 x  925 mm

>

V -be lts:

W ater pum p —  fan —  a lte r
nator: 2 V -be lts  .....................
Power s te e rin g .......................
A ir c o n d it io n in g .....................
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Transmission

D e s ig n ........... A utom atic  four-speed 
to rque-conve rte r 

transm ission

Steering System

D e s ig n   Power steering

Rims —  Tires

Rims (fo rged light alloy rims) . 6 J x  14 H 2

Sum m er tires:

Radial-ply t i r e s ............................ 195/70 SR 14

W inter tires:

Radial-ply t i r e s ................................  195/70 SR 14 M +  S

i  T h e  q u o te d  d a ta  a p p ly  o n ly  to  th e  s ta n d a rd  v e h ic le .  S e e  a M E R C E D E S -B E N Z  
s e rv ic e  s ta t io n  fo r  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  d a ta  o f  a ll s p e c ia l b o d ie s  a n d  s p e c ia l 
e q u ip m e n t.
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A lternator 
S tarter m otor 
Battery ...........

W eights

Roof load max

14 V / 55 A 
12 V / 2.3 kW 
12 V / 90 Ah

See certifica tion  tag

100 kg /220 lb

Technical Data

Main Dimensions

Overall veh icle length .............. 4848 mm /190.9 in
Overall veh icle w id t h ................ 1786 m m / 70.3 in
Overall he ight (curb  cond ition) 1470 m m / 57.9 in
W heel b a s e ................................... 2795 m m /1 10.0 in
Track, f r o n t ................................... 1488 m m / 58.6 in
Track, re a r..................................... 1453 m m / 57.2 in
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Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc. Capacities

Vehicle com ponents  and the ir re- Therefore use only brands tes ted  and Enquire at your MERCEDES-BENZ
spective lubricants m ust m atch. recom m ended by us. service station.

Capacity Fuels, coo lants, lubricants, etc.

Recom m ended engine oil

Total oil capacity in 
case of engine oil and 
filte r change

7.5 1/7.9 US qt

1 S A E  4 0  m a y  b e  u s e d  if a m b ie n t te m p e ra tu re s  c o n s ta n t ly  e x c e e d  
+  30° C /  +  8 6 °  F

A utom atic  transm ission

Initial fill:
7.3 I/7.7 US qt 
Fluid change: 
6.2 I/6.6 US qt

A utom atic  transm iss ion flu id  (ATF)

Rear axle 1.0 1/1.0 US qt Hypoid gear oil SAE 90, 85 W 90
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Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc. Capacities

Capacity Fuels, coo lants, lubricants, etc.

Level con tro l 3.5 1/3.7 US qt Hydraulic oil

A cce lera to r con tro l linkage Hydraulic flu id

Power steering 1.41/1.5 US qt A u tom atic  transm iss ion  flu id  (ATF)

Front wheel hubs approx. 60 g each /2.1 oz each High tem pera ture  ro lle r bearing grease

Grease nipples M u ltipu rpose  o r lubrica tion  grease

Door locks Pow dered graphite

Battery term inals Bosch specia l grease

Brake reservoir approx. 0.5 I/0.5 US qt Brake flu id

W indshield washer system
approxim ately 
3.0 I/3.2 US qt

W indshie ld washer so lvent

Rear w indow  washer system
approxim ately 
2.5 I/2.6 US qt

Fuel tank

including a reserve of

approxim ately 
70 1/18.5 US gal 
approxim ately 
11 I/2.9 US gal

Diesel fue ls  acc. to  ASTM D 975 
grades 1 and 2 as well as 
W -F -8 0 0  a grades 1 and 2

Cooling system 12.5 1/13.2 US q t Coolant



Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Engine Oils

Engine oils are specifica lly tes ted  fo r 
the ir su itab ility  in our engines. There
fore , use on ly engine oils recom 
m ended by us. Inform ation on 
recom m ended brands is available at 
any MERCEDES-BENZ service sta
tion.
On a new vehicle, the engine is 
filled w ith  an initial opera tion oil in

the  factory. This oil is specia lly 
developed fo r the spec ific  opera ting 
cond itions  during the firs t 
1 3 0 0 -1 6 0 0  k m /8 0 0 -1 0 0 0  miles.
A recom m ended engine oil may be 
used fo r topp ing  up if the oil level 
d rops of the d ips tick  m inim um  
m ark p rio r to  the firs t service 
1 3 0 0 -1 6 0 0  k m /8 0 0 -1 0 0 0  miles.

►
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Brake Fluid

Brake flu id  should be changed once a 
year, preferab ly in spring. Only use 
brake flu id  recom m ended by us. For 
fu rthe r in form ation, re fer to  “ Safe 
D riv ing” .



Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Diesel Fuels

Use only com m ercia lly available 
vehicular diesel fue ls No. 2 o r No. 1 
(ASTM D 975 No. 2-D o r No. 1-D). 
Change engine oil in com pliance w ith 
section “ Engine Oil Change and Oil 
F ilter Service”  if diesel fue ls  are used 
w hose sulphur con ten t exceeds 
0.5 %  by weight. Marine diesel fuel, 
heating oil or the like m ust not be 
used.
A t very low tem peratures the flu id ity  
of No. 2-D diesel fuel may becom e 
insuffic ient due to  paraffin separation. 
To avoid m alfunctions, No. 2-D diesel 
fuel of a lowered cloud po in t are 
marketed during the co ld season.
A t tem peratures be low  0° C / +  32° F 
use w interized or No. 1 d iese l fuel 
only. If no t available, certa in quantity 
of kerosene may be added. M ixing 
only to  be done w ith in the ca rs ’ fuel 
tank. Kerosene has to  be filled in 
before the diesel fuel.

Engine pow er may d rop  acco rd ing  to 
the p ropo rtion  o f kerosene. For th is  
reason, keep percentage o f kerosene 
added to  the m inim um  necessita ted 
by the am bient tem perature .
The fo llow ing table can be used as a 
reference, if adding of kerosene 
becom es necessary. The m ixing ra-

Am bien t tem perature

0° C to  - 1 0 °  C / +  32° F to 
be low  - 1 0 °  C / + 1 4 °

tios  shown refer to  the to ta l m ixture. 
We recom m end not to  exceed the 
m ixture ratio, dependent on prevailing 
tem peratures by max. 50 % .
Add ing of kerosene to  No. 1-D diesel 
fuel is no t recom m ended even at low 
tem peratures.

No. 2
Diesel fuel Kerosene

________________________ o/o____________ 0/0

+  14° F 70 30
50 50



Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

>

Coolants

The coo lant is a m ixture o f w a te r and 
antifreeze. In p roduction , the coo ling 
system  is filled w ith  an antifreeze- 
w a te r m ixture offering p ro te c tion  to  
approx. —30° C / —22° F. The red 
m ark on the tem perature  gauge in the 
ins trum ent c lus te r is m atched to  th is 
antifreeze-w ater m ixture (approx. 
bo iling po in t 125° C /257° F ).The 
p ro tec tion  against co rro s ion  is also 
ensured by th is  m ixture m aking it 
unnecessary to  add a corros ion  
inh ib itor.

The coo lant remains in the coo ling 
system  all year long and m ust be 
renewed after 3 years at the latest. If 
coo lant is lost, replace m issing 
quantity  w ith  w ater (potable w ater 
quality) plus antifreeze o f a recom 
m ended brand.

For reasons o f co rros ion  inh ib ition 
the m inim um  p ropo rtion  of antifreeze 
m ust be 34 o/o, which gives antifreeze 
pro tection  down to  - 2 0 °  C / - 4 °  F.

If antifreeze is tem porarily  not avail
able, add a corros ion  inh ib ito r to  the

coo ling  w ate r to  ensure proper 
p ro te c tion  against co rros ion . To treat 
the  coo ling water, do not use more 
than 1 %  (10 cm 3/l)  o f a recom 
m ended corros ion  inh ib itor.

W ithou t antifreeze in the coo ling 
system , the w ater already starts 
bo iling at approx, 118° C /224° F, 
w h ich means that the  po in te r o f the 
tem pera ture  gauge in the instrum ent 
c lus te r may still be be low  the red 
mark.

D riving the vehicle w ith ou t antifreeze 
shou ld  be done only in em ergency 
s itua tions. A dd antifreeze as soon as 
possib le .

Antifreeze

Your vehicle conta ins a num ber of 
a lum inium  parts. The use o f alum inium  
com ponents  in m o to r vehic le engines 
necessita tes tha t an tifreeze /coo lan t 
used in such engines be specifica lly 
fo rm ula ted to  p ro tec t the alum inium 
parts. (Failure to  use such an tifreeze / 
coo lant may resu lt in a sign ificantly 
shortened service life.)

W hile there may be a num ber of 
an tifreeze /coo lants  available which 
w ill provide the requis ite  pro tection , 
all such produc ts  have no t been 
tes ted  fo r MERCEDES-BENZ vehi
cles.
The fo llow ing product, however, is 
recom m ended fo r use in your car: 
M ERCEDES-BENZ A nti-F reeze and 
Sum m er Coolant.
P rio r to  the onset o f the co ld  season, 
check the coo lant fo r  su ffic ien t 
p ro te c tion  to  prevent freezing . Re
peat th is  check during the co ld spell. 
Regular tes ting  o f the  antifreeze 
concen tra tion  is carried ou t on ly at 
each M ERCEDES-BENZ m aintenance 
service.
P rotection
up to  Antifreeze

- 20° C
-  4° F
- 3 0 ° C
- 22° F
- 4 0 ° C
- 4 0 ° F

4.50 I/4.8 US qt

5.50 I/5.8 US qt

6.50 I/6.9 US qt
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Service Literature

Custom ers w ho are in te rested  in ordering  service lite rature fo r 
the ir vehicles are advised to  con tac t our subsid iaries in the U.S. 
o r Canada at the fo llow ing  addresses, respective ly 
fo r  U .S .A .: M ercedes-B enz o f N.A. Inc.

One M ercedes Drive 
P.O. Box 350
M ontvale, New Jersey 07645 
A tt: Technical Publications 
Tel: (201) 573-0600 

fo r Canada: M ercedes-B enz o f Canada
849 Eglin ton Ave., East 
T oron to  17, Ont., Canada 
A tt: Service D epartm ent 
Tel: 416-425-3550 

The above com panies w ill be happy to  handle any such 
requests from  custom ers.
We cons ide r th is  to  be the best way in ob ta in ing accurate 
in form ation fo r your vehicle.

93



Consumer Inform ation

This has been prepared as required of 
all m anufacturers o f passenger cars 
under Title 49, Code o f U. S. Federal 
Regulations, Part 575 pursuant to  the 
‘ ‘National Traffic and M o to r Vehicle 
Safety A c t of 1966” .

Uniform Tire Quality Grading

Relevant tire  grade in fo rm ation on tire 
flanks.
A ll passenger car tires  m ust con form  
to  federal safety requ irem ents in 
add ition  to  these grades.
Treadwear
The treadw ear grade is a com parative 
ra ting based on the wear rate o f the 
tire  when tes ted  under con tro lled  
con d itions  on a specified governm ent 
te s t course. For example, a tire  
graded 150 w ould wear one and a half 
(11/2) tim es as well on the governm ent 
cou rse  as a tire  graded 100. The 
relative perform ance of tires  depends 
upon the actual cond itions  of the ir 
use, however, and may depart s ign ifi
cantly from  the norm  due to  variations 
in driv ing habits, service practices 
and d iffe rences in road cha racteris 
tic s  and climate.
T raction ‘ ‘A ” , “ B ” , “ C ”
The trac tion  grades, from  h ighest to 
lowest, are “ A ” , “ B ”  and “ C " and 
they  represent the t ire ’s ab ility to  s top  
on w et pavem ent as m easured under 
con tro lled  cond itions  on specified 
governm ent tes t surfaces o f asphalt 
and concre te . A  tire m arket “ C ”  may 
have poor trac tion  perform ance.

W arning: The trac tion  grade assigned 
to  th is  tire  is based on braking 
(straightahead) trac tion  tes ts  and 
does not include cornering  (turning) 
traction .
Tem perature “ A ” , ‘ ‘B ” , “ C "
The tem perature grades o f “ A ”  (the 
h ighest). “ B ”  and ‘ ‘C ”  representing 
the  t ire ’s resistance to  the generation 
o f heat and its  ab ility to  d iss ipate heat 
when tes ted  under con tro lled  cond i
tions  on a specified indoor laboratory 
tes t wheel. Sustained high tem pera
tu re  can cause the m aterial of the tire 
to  degenerate and reduce tire  life, and 
excessive tem pera ture  can lead to 
sudden tire failure. The grade “ C ”  
co rresponds to  a level of pe rfo rm 
ance wh ich all passenger car tires 
m ust m eet under the Federal M oto r 
Vehicle Safety S tandard No. 109. 
G rades ” B ”  and “ A ”  represent h igher 
levels of perform ance on the labora
to ry  tes t w heel than the  m inimum 
required by law. W arning: The tem 
perature grade fo r th is  tire  is estab
lished fo r a tire  tha t is p roperly 
inflated and not overloaded. Exces
sive speed, underin fla tion , o r exces
sive loading, e ither separate ly or in 
com bination , can cause heat buildup 
and possib le  tire  failure.
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Consumer Information

Vehicle Stopping Distance

This figure braking perfo rm ance that can be m et o r exceeded by the veh ic les to  w h ich  it applies, under d iffe rent 
cond itions of loading and w ith  partial fa ilures o f the  braking system . The in fo rm ation presen ted represents resu lts 
obtainable by skilled drivers under con tro lled  road and vehic le cond itions, and the  in fo rm ation  may no t be co rre c t under 
o ther conditions.

Descrip tion of the vehic les to  w h ich th is  table ap p lie s : 300 TD -  TURBO DIESEL

A. Fully Operational Service 
Brake

Load

Light

Maximum

B. Emergency Services Brakes 
(with Partial Service Brake 
System Failure)

C. Brake Power Unit Failure

Maxim um  Load

165 

175

_L

395

270

100 200 300

S topp ing  D istance in Feet from  60 mph.

400
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Printed In Germany
W e re s e rv e  th e  r ig h t  to  m o d ify  th e  te c h n ic a l d e ta ils  o f  th e  v e h ic le  a s  g iv e n  in  th e  
d a ta  a n d  i l lu s tra t io n s  o f  th is  O w n e r 's  M a n u a l (s .e .e .o .) . R e p r in t in g , t r a n s la t io n  a n d  
c o p y in g , e v e n  o f  e x c e rp ts ,  is  n o t  p e rm it te d  w ith o u t  o u r  p r io r  a u th o r iz a t io n  in  w r i t 
in g

ZK D  7 82.3,5/PVL
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The last page W hat you should know at the gas station

•  Fuel:

•  Engine Oil:

•  Automatic  
Transmission:

•  Coolant:

•  Bulbs:

•  Tire Pressure:
For driving up to 
160 km /h /100  mph

Diesel fue ls acc, to ASTM D 975, grades 1 and 2 as well as W -F -8 0 0  a grades 1 and 2. 
Fuel tank capacity approx. 70 1/18.5 US gal, th is  includes approx. 11 I/2.9 US gal 
reserve. Only fill fue l tank until the d ischarge nozzle un it cu ts  ou t —  do not overfill.

Check engine oil level regularly and prio r to every long trip . See page 72.
Q uantity d ifferentia l be tw een upper and lower d ips tick  m arking level:
1.5 1/1.6 U S q t.
Year-round m ultigrade oils 10 W -40/10 W-50.
For fu rthe r in form ation, re fer to  page 88.

A u tom atic  transm iss ion flu id  (ATF).
For level checks and rep len ishm ent, re fer to  page 74.

For normal rep len ishm ent, use w ate r (potable w ater quality).
For fu rthe r in fo rm ation (e.g. antifreeze), refer to page 92.

High and low beam s: Sealed beam /Halogen, tail and standing lamps 10 W /6 cp, 
tu rn  signal, clearance and side m arker lamps, fron t 21 /5  W /32 /3  cp, tu rn  signal lamps, 
rear 21 W /32 cp, s top  lamps 21 W /32 cp, license plate lamps 5 W fes toon  lamp.

Cold tires : bar psi Warm tires :

P ressure may rise by up to 
+  0.5 b a r /+  8 psi.
Never release any air!

For driving above 160 k m /h / 
100 mph

+  0.3 b a r /+  4 psiPartial load: 2.0 28
Maxim um  load: 2.0 28

2.2 32
2.7 36
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