






You have chosen to drive a MERCEDES-BENZ, a car in whose 
construction and production we have taken great pains because we 
believe that quality is not a matter of chance.
Perhaps you have already had experience with a MERCEDES, maybe 
this is your first car from the DAIMLER-BENZ company.
In both cases — for your own benefit — please read this owner’s 
manual before putting it away. Even though you have been driving a 
car for years, some things in this car may be new to you, and this 
manual certainly contains a few hints which will help you to make the 
most of your new car.

We wish you safe and pleasant motoring.
DAIMLER-BENZ Aktiengesellschaft
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Vehicle Operation



Instrum ents and Controls

)

For m ore  de ta iled  desc rip tions  see q u o te d  pages.

1 S peake r grille s  15

2 S w ive lling  s ide ven tila tion  ou tle ts  (page 27)

3 P ark ing b rake  release knob  (page 42)

4 Hood lock re lease hand le  (page 40)

5 P ark ing b rake  peda l (page 42) 18

6 C om b ina tion  sw itch (page 24)

7 L igh ting  sw itch (page 23)

8 C ru ise  con tro l (page 25)

9 Id le speed ad ju s te r (page 22)

10 Ins trum en t c lu s te r (page 10)

13 S w ive lling  ou tle ts  fo r coo led a ir (page 27)

14 Sw itch fo r  rear passenger com p artm en t 
lam p (page 30)

19

20 

21 

22

11 Horn con tro l

12 S teering  lock (page 22)
S teering  lock w ith p re g lo w /s ta rte r sw itch

24
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Sw itch fo r  au tom atic  an tenna  (page 37)

Sw itch fo r heated rea r w indow  (page 32) 

S w itch fo r rear w indow  w ipe r (page 25) 

A u to m atic  c lim a te  con tro l (page 27)

Radio (page 35)

Ash tray  w ith  e lec tric  ligh te r (page 32, 60)

S peaker —  fad e r con tro l (page 36)

S w itch g ro up  fo r w indow  lifte rs  (page 33)

Hazard w arn ing  flashe r sw itch
Push sw itch  =  hazard w arn ing fla sh e r system
sw itched on
Push sw itch  once m ore =  hazard w arn ing 
flasher system  sw itched off

G love com p artm en t, illum ina ted
(on ly if s teering  lock is in pos ition  “ 1” o r “ 2 ” )
To open, m ove hand le  sidew ays



Instruments and Controls
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Instrument Cluster

1 C oo lan t tem pe ra tu re  gauge (° F)
Up to red m ark ing : M axim um  pe rm iss ib le  
tem pe ra tu re  fo r an an tifreeze -b lended  fill 
p ro tec ting  dow n to -22 ° F (-30° C)

2 Fuel gauge w ith reserve w a rn ing  lam p (red) 
Fuel reserve fo r app rox . 35 m iles (55 km ) 
For capacity , re fer to page 82 and last page

3 Oil p ressu re  gauge

4 Turn s igna l in d ica to r lam p, le ft (green)

5 Main odom e te r

6 T rip  odom e te r

7 Turn signa l in d ica to r lam p, rig h t (green)

8 E lectric  c lock

9 P reg low ing in d ica to r lam p (orange)

10 Seat be lt w a rn ing  lam p (red)

11 Knob fo r  c lock  ad jus tm en t 
(press in fo r  ad jus tm ents)

12 Knob fo r in s tru m en t lam ps and tr ip  
od om e te r
Rotate knob: in s tru m en t lam ps are 
in fin ite ly  va riab le
D epress knob: tr ip  od om e te r is tu rned  back

13 B rake w arn ing  lam p (red) com es on if
•  the pa rk ing  brake is engaged
•  too  little  brake flu id  is in the rese rvo ir

14 B rake pad w ear in d ica to r lam p (red):
Lam p com es on w h ile  b rak ing  and d riv ing  
if the fro n t wheel b rake pads are w orn  down. 
Refer to page 48

15 C harge in d ica to r lam p (red):
C om es on when the steering  lock key is 
m oved to d riv ing  pos ition  “ 2” and m ust go 
ou t when the  eng ine is id ling

16 High beam  in d ica to r lam p (b lue)



Instrument Cluster
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Keys Doors

>

Master Key —  square -headed —  
fits  all locks on the  car.

Supplem entary Key —  rounded 
head —  fits  on ly  the d o o r locks 
and the steering lock. This key is in ­
tended to be used w henever the  car 
is le ft w ith  an attendant. Be sure  to 
lock g love com p a rtm e n t and ta ilga te  
w ith the  m aster key.

Opening the Doors

S ide door
From  ou ts ide : pu ll hand le (1).
From  inside: pu ll hand le  in d o o r trim  
panel.

Tailga te
From  ou ts ide : push bu tton  (1).
F rom  inside: pu ll hand le  in d o o r trim  
panel.

Locking and Unlocking of Doors

From  the  ou ts ide : tu rn  key.
From  the inside: actuate safety 
p lunger.

2 U n locking
3 Locking

The rear doo rs  and the  ta ilga te  can ­
not be opened from  the ou ts ide  or 
the  ins ide w hen the p lungers  are 
pushed down. They can be opened 
a fte r pu lling  p lungers  up.

One canno t lock:
•  the d rive r's  do o r if it is open
•  any d o o r if the  do o r lock has 

not engaged fu lly . In th is  case 
open the d o o r and close it again.
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Keys Doors

Tailgate

Only d rive  w ith the  ta ilga te  c losed as 
o therw ise exhaust fum es m ay enter 
the veh ic le  in te rio r.
The rear license plate can be seen 
co rre c tly  on ly when the ta ilga te  is 
closed.

To c lose the ta ilga te , take ho ld of 
g ra b s trip  and press down.
The rear c o m p a rtm e n t ligh t w ill be 
sw itched o ff by the  con tac t sw itch on ly 
if the  ta ilga te  is fu lly  closed.

Note:
Lock ta ilga te  p r io r to  w ashing the  ve­
h ic le  in an au tom atic  ca r wash. The 
w ashing brush cou ld  o therw ise cause 
it to open.



Keys Doors

>
Master Lock System

The m aste r lock system  w ill lock or 
un lock the veh ic le  d oo rs  and the tank 
fille r  flap  w henever the d rive r's  d o o r is 
locked o r un locked .

As the d r iv e r ’s d o o r p lunger is m oved, 
the p lungers  o f all o ther do o rs  m ust 
m ove at the  sam e tim e. If th is  is not the 
case, the lock o f the  co rre spo nd ing  
d o o r has not engaged fu lly. Open the 
d o o r once m ore and c lose it co rrectly .

W ith the m aste r lock system  engaged 
the safe ty p lungers  of the  fro n t pas­
senger door, the rear doo rs  and the 
ta ilga te  can also be actuated m anua l­
ly. The fro n t passenger d o o r and the 
ta ilga te  can in ad d ition  be locked and 
un locked  w ith the key.
The m aster lock system  can only 
be app lied  by depress ing  the 
p lunger on the d r iv e r ’s door. Lock 
p lungers  of the o the r doo rs  canno t 
be depressed ind iv idua lly .

The m aste r lock system  opera tes on 
vacuum  genera ted by the engine. A 
rese rvo ir a llow s the m aster lock sys­
tem  to be actuated abou t five tim es 
a fte r the  eng ine  is tu rned  off. If the 
system  can then no longer be 
engaged, id le  eng ine  fo r a sho rt 
period .
If no vacuum  is ava ilable, doors  and 
ta ilga te  have to  be locked in d iv idu a l­
ly in the no rm a l m anner. The fuel 
tank fille r  flap , however, rem ains 
un locked.

Note:
If the  fille r flap  canno t be opened 
when the m aste r lock system  is un­
locked , re fe r to ‘‘U n lock ing  o f the 
F ille r F lap” (page 75).
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Seats

(

Adjustment of Driver’s Seat and 
Front Passenger Seat

Forward and backw ard ad justem ent: 
lift hand le (1); s lide  seat to des ired  po ­
sition and a llow  hand le to  reengage. 
Height of seat: raise lever (2); to raise 
seat, m ove seat fo rw ard ; to low er seat, 
move seat backw ard; a llow  lever to re ­
engage.
Seat back position : tu rn  handwheel 
(3) fo rw ard  o r backw ard . For fu ll re ­
c lin ing  of backrest, seat shou ld  be 
m oved to one of the fo rw a rdm o s t 
positions and headrest rem oved. For

d riv ing , re tu rn  backres t to u p rig h t 
position  and push seat back. 
Replace headrest.

Note:
P rio r to op e ra ting  the  vehicle , 
the d rive r shou ld  ad ju s t the seat 
he ight fo r p ro p e r v is ion  as well as 
fo re -a ft p lacem en t and seat back 
angle to insure adequa te  con tro l, 
reach, ope ra tion , and com fo rt.
The headrest shou ld  also be 
ad jus ted  fo r p ro p e r he igh t so tha t 
when the cush ion  is tip p e d  co m ­
p le te ly  fo rw a rd , it shou ld  fo rm  a

crad le  beh ind the seat occu p a n t’s 
head. Both the ins ide and ou ts ide  
rear view  m irro rs  shou ld  then be 
ad jus ted  fo r adequa te  rearw ard 
v is ion. Fasten seat belts. C h ild ren 
unde r the  age o f six o r under the 
w e igh t o f 50 lbs. (23 kg) shou ld  be 
seated in the back seat w ith an 
app roved  res tra in t system  prope rly  
secured. A ll seat, headrest, and 
rear view  m irro r ad jus tm en ts  as 
well as fas ten ing  o f seat belts 
shou ld  be accom p lished  be fore the 
veh ic le  is put in to  m otion.
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Seats

Safety Headrest

A d jus t headrest to  su p p o rt the  back of 
the  head at the  level o f the  u p pe r end 
of the ear. Rear seat headrests can 
on ly be ad justed  in height.

H e ight ad justm ent:
Press headrest s ligh tly  fo rw a rd  (1) 
and reset upw ard  o r dow nw ard .

D etaching fro n t seat headrests:
Pull headrests up to the  stop. Release 
arres te r by dep ress ing  lock ing  knob 
(2) to be fe lt unde r the ba ckres t cov ­
ering m ateria l be low  the LH headrest 
post and pu ll up headrest ho ld ing  it 
by the LH headrest post (viewed in 
d riv ing  d irec tio n ). F ina lly pu ll out 
headrest w ith  both hands.

D etaching rea r seat headrests:
Insert sc rew d rive r in to  ho le located 
in rear panel o f backrest be low  the 
LH headrest post (viewed in d riv ing  
d irec tion ), push in, p ress headrest 
s ligh tly  fo rw a rd  (1) and pu ll out.

Safety Belts

W arn ing system :
The in d ica to r m arked “ FASTEN 
SEAT BELTS" is illum ina ted  fo r 
4 — 8 seconds a fte r tu rn ing  the s tee r­
ing lock key to pos ition  “ 2” . If the 
safety be lt o f the d r iv e r’s seat is not 
fastened a w arn ing  buzzer sounds 
s im u ltaneously.
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Seats

<

Fastening o f fro n t and rea r ou te r
seat be lts (w ith ine rtia  reel):
•  Pull be lt w ith tongue  (1) across 

shou lde r and lap. The be lt m ust 
not be tw isted and m ust be 
tight.

•  Press tongue (1) in to  buck le  (2) 
and a llow  to engage audib ly .

Unfastening, fro n t and rear:
•  Depress red bu tton «PRESS» (3) 

in buck le  (2).
•  Return tongue (1) to in itia l 

position.

Fasten ing o f rea r cen te r be lt 
(w ithou t ine rtia  reel):
•  Pull be lt across the  lap. It m ust 

not be tw isted and m ust be 
tigh t.

•  Press tongue  in to  buck le  and 
a llow  to  engage aud ib ly .

A d ju s tm e n t o f rea r cen te r seat belt: 
To lengthen, tu rn  be lt buck le  (on 
LH side of be lt) to  be at r ig h t angles 
to the be lt and pu ll the tongue.
To shorten , pu ll loose end o f belt.

O pera tion  of be lts  w ith 
ine rtia  reel:
The safety be lt ine rtia  reel s tops the 
be lt from  unw ind ing  fu rth e r in case of 
veh ic le  dece le ra tion  in any d irec tion  
o r if the be lt is pu lled  ou t qu ick ly .

Functiona l test:
The lock ing  fun c tion  of the  ine rtia  reel 
can be tes ted  by b rak ing, d riv ing  
a round  a bend o r by pu lling  the  belt 
ou t qu ick ly .
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Seats

>

B efore fo ld in g  down the rear seat 
backrest, s lip  be lt w ebb ing in to  be lt 
re ta ine rs  (4) and re turn  tongue of 
buck le  upw ard to be lt w ebb ing  outlet.

If the  fo ld in g  seats a re no t be ing used, 
engage belt w ebb ing  in to b racke ts  (5).

Note:
No safe ty be lt can be used fo r m ore 
than one person. Belts are no t in ­
tended fo r ch ild ren .
A fte r an acc ident, inspect the  safety 
be lts and rep lace  them , if requ ired . 
The be lt ancho rs  in the veh ic le  should 
also be checked .
Belt w ebb ing  m ust not be rou ted via 
sha rp  edges.
No m od ifica tions  w h ich m ay a ffect the 
effic iency of the be lts m ust be made. 
For c lean ing and care  of be lt w e b ­
bing, re fe r to  page 57.
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Seats

9 05 0 ~

(

Rear Seat Bench

For the  en la rgem en t o f the cargo 
space the le ft o r righ t section, o r both 
sections, of the rear seat bench can 
be fo ld ed  down as desired.
To fo ld  down left o r r ig h t rear seat 
bench section, proceed as fo llow s: 
S lip safety be lt in to  be lt re ta ine r on 
the w hee lhouse and re tu rn  be lt 
buck le  tongue  to  the be lt ou tle t o p en ­
ing.

Detach headrests.
Push bu tton  (1), s lip  you r fing e rs  in to 
recess (2) and pos ition  seat cush ion  
ve rtica lly  (push fro n t seat fo rw a rd  a 
little , if necessary).
S lide  head rest in to  op en ing s  p ro v ­
ided (in the  seat cush ions).
Push bu tton  (1) once m ore and fo ld  
backres t fo rw a rd .

W hen fo ld in g  back the  backres t and 
the seat cush ion, ensure  tha t they en­
gage in th e ir locks.
F urthe r ex tension o f ca rgo  space:
As requ ired , rem ove le ft o r righ t 
seat cush ion  o r both seat cush ions. 
To do th is , push bu ttons (3) upw ards 
and pu ll seat cush ions  ou t of the 
hinges.
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Seats

>
W ith the ba ckres t fo ld ed  down, the 
hinge p ins m ust engage w ith the 
b racke ts  on the  backrest.
W hen ins ta lling  the  seat cush ion, 
ensure  tha t bo th the hinges are 
engaged.

In ad d ition , when tra n sp o rtin g  ex ­
trem e ly  long item s, push fo rw a rd  
fro n t passenger seat, de tach head­
rest and low er backres t to  the rear.

Notes:
It m ust be ensured tha t
•  the  ca rgo  canno t endanger d rive r 

and fro n t passenger under hard 
b rak ing  o r in the case o f a head-on 
co llis ion .

•  the heating filam en ts  of the rear 
w indow  heater w ill no t be da m ­
aged by p ieces o f luggage ru b ­
bing aga inst them .
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Seats

Folding Seat Bench

To en la rge the seating area the  fo ld ing  
seat bench can be unfo lded.
For th is  purpose, engage the  safety 
belts in to  the b racke ts  prov ided.

Swing up hand le  (1) and lift up b a ck ­
rest. The hand le  m ust engage above 
b racke t (2).
S lip  fing e rs  in to  recess (3) and fo ld  
over seat cush ion.
P rio r to  fo ld in g  back the  backrest, lift 
hand le  (1) over b ra cke t (2).

Note:
If the  fo ld in g  seat bench is occup ied, 
the  rea r seat bench m ust be equ ipped  
w ith  headrests.

(
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C o ntro ls

8628

Steering Lock

0 S teering  is locked when the  key is 
rem oved. Key can be rem oved 
on ly  in th is  position.
Note:
Do no t rem ove key from  steering  
lock w h ile  the veh ic le  is in m otion 
as th is  w ill cause the engagem ent 
of the  stee ring  lock thus rendering  
the veh ic le  inoperab le .

1 S teering  is un locked.
(If necessary, m ove steering  w heel 
s ligh tly  to  tu rn  the  key c lockw ise  to 
pos ition  “ 1” .)

2 P reg low ing and d riv ing  position . 
S tarting : con tinu e  tu rn ing  key 
c lockw ise  to  the  stop. The s ta rte r 
is engaged w hen the  key is p ress­
ed aga inst the  stop. The s ta rte r 
nonrepea t un it requ ires  the key 
to be re tu rned  to  pos ition  “ 0 ” 
p rio r to a new s tarting  attem pt. 
For s ta rting  and tu rn ing  o ff the 
engine, re fe r to page 42.

Notes:
The fo llow ing  item s can be opera ted  
w ith the  key in s teering  lock position
“ 1 ” .

W iper, w indsh ie ld  washers, head­
lam p flasher, e lec tric  ligh te r, g love 
com p a rtm e n t lam p, rad io , e lec tric  
seat heater fo r fro n t seats.
The pow er sup p ly  to  the  s tand ing 
lam ps is d is rup te d  if the  key in the 
steering  lock is in pos ition  “ 2".
A w arn ing  buzzer sounds when the 
key has been le ft in s teering  lock p o s i­
tions  “ 1 ” o r "0 ” and the d r iv e r’s d o o r is 
opened.

Idle Speed Adjuster

To increase id le  speed, tu rn  knob 
coun te rc lockw ise .
To decrease id le  speed, tu rn  knob 
c lockw ise .
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Lighting Switch

0 O ff-pos ition
1 Parking lam ps (inc ludes side 

m arke r lam ps, ta il lam ps, license 
plate lam ps, ins trum en t panel 
lam ps)

2 Sam e as pos. 1 p lus head lam ps

3 S tand ing lam ps, righ t
4 S tand ing  lam ps, left
A Turn to pos ition  2 and pull ou t to 

f irs t de ten t =  sam e as pos ition  2 
p lus fog lam ps 

B A va ilab le  fo r an op tion

Controls

(

Note:
W ith the  stee ring  lock key rem oved 
and the d r iv e r ’s d o o r open a signal 
sounds if the  ve h ic le ’s e x te rio r lam ps 
are not sw itched o ff (s tand ing lam ps 
excepted).
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Controls

)

Combination Switch

1 Low beam  (turn  ligh ting  sw itch 
c lockw ise  two notches)

2 High beam  (turn  ligh ting  sw itch 
c lockw ise  tw o notches)

3 H ead lam p flashe r (h igh beam  
ava ilab le  independen t of ligh ting  
sw itch pos ition )

4 Turn s igna ls, rig h t
5 Turn s igna ls, le ft

To ope ra te  the tu rn  s igna ls, m ove the 
com b in a tion  sw itch past the po in t of 
res is tance (up o r down). The sw itch is 
au tom atica lly  cance lled  w hen the 
stee ring  wheel is tu rned  by a large 
enough angle.
To s igna l m in o r d irec tio na l changes of 
the veh ic le , such as chang ing  lanes on 
a h ighway, m ove com b in a tion  sw itch 
to  the po in t of res is tance on ly and 
hold it there.

6 C ontro l fo r w indsh ie ld  washer 
system
W hen the  w asher system  is 
sw itched on, the w ipe rs  also 
opera te

7 W indsh ie ld  w ip e r con tro l
0 W indsh ie ld  w ipe r sw itched off
1 In te rm itten t w ip ing
II N orm al w ipe r speed
III H igh w ipe r speed

Hints:

If one o f th e tu rn  s ig na ls fa ils , the tu rn  
signa l in d ica to r system  flashes and 
sounds at a fas te r sequence than un­
de r norm al ope ra ting  cond itions.
Fog lam ps w ill on ly  opera te  toge ther 
w ith low beam  head lam ps. Fog lam ps 
are tu rned  o ff au tom atica lly  when 
ligh ting  sw itch is re tu rned  to o ff- 
position .
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Controls

Rear Window W iper

Push bu tton 1 (engages) =  w iper 
sw itched on.
Push bu tton 1 once m ore =  w iper 
sw itched off.
Push bu tton  2 (w ill not engage) =  
opera tion  o f w indow  w ashing system . 
The w ipe r is actuated w ith  the  w ash­
ing system.

Cruise Control

Any given speed above a range of 
a p p ro x im a te ly  10— 25 m ph 
(16— 40 k m /h ), depend ing  on m odel, 
can be m ain ta ined  w ith the cru ise  
con tro l by op e ra ting  the  sw itch.
1 =  Setting (touch sw itch)

A cce le ra ting  (ho ld  sw itch)
2 =  S etting  (touch sw itch)

D ece le ra ting  (ho ld  sw itch) 
N orm a lly  the  veh ic le  is acce le r­
ated to the des ired  speed w ith

3 =

the  acce le ra to r. Speed is set by 
b rie fly  push ing the sw itch to 
pos ition  “ 1”  o r “ 2 ” , and the ac­
ce le ra to r can be re leased. The 
speed can be increased (e.g. fo r 
passing) by using the acce le r­
a to r. As soon as the  acce le ra to r 
is re leased, the p rev ious ly  set 
speed w ill be resum ed au to ­
m atica lly.
If the  set speed is to be in ­
creased o r decreased s ligh tly  
(e.g. fo r adap ta tion  to the  flow  of 
tra ffic ), ho ld sw itch in po­
s ition  “ 1” o r “ 2 ”  un til the  de ­
s ired  speed is reached. W hen 
the sw itch  is re leased, the 
new ly set speed rem ains con ­
stant.
C ance lling
To cance l the  cru ise  con tro l, 
b rie fly  push lever to pos i­
tion  “ 3” .
The cru ise  con tro l w ill also be 
cance lled  if the  b rake  peda l is 
ac tuated o r if the veh ic le  speed 
d ro ps  on steep grades by 
m ore than 20 % be low  the  set 
speed.

(
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Controls

4 =  Resum e
If the lever is b rie fly  pushed to 
pos ition  “ 4 ” when d riv ing  at 
a speed exceed ing a p p ro x i­
m ate ly 10— 25 m ph 
(16— 40 km /h ), depend ing  on 
m odel, tha t speed is resum ed 
which was set p rio r to the can­
ce lla tion  o f the cru ise  con tro l. 
The last m em orized speed is 
cance lled  when the key in the 
s teering  lock is tu rned  to p o ­
s ition “ 1”  o r “ 0 ” .

Im portan t:
P lease do no t use the  cru ise  c o n ­
tro l if tra ffic  con d itio n s  do not 
m ake it adv isab le  to  m ain ta in  a 
steady speed, i.e. in heavy tra ffic  
o r on tw is ting  o r s lick and m uddy 
roads.

P osition "R esum e” shou ld  be en­
gaged on ly  if the d rive r is fu lly  aware 
of the p rev ious ly  set speed and 
w ishes to resum e th is  pa rticu la r p re ­
set speed.
W hen d riv ing  w ith  the  cru ise  con ­
tro l, the se lec to r lever m ust not be 
sh ifted  to pos ition  “ N ” as o th e r­
w ise the eng ine w ill overrev.



Automatic Climate Control

(

1 T em pera tu re  se lec to r wheel 6 “ DEF” bu tton

2 “ OFF" bu tton 7 R e frige ran t com p resso r sw itch

3 “ A U TO -LO ” bu tton 8 S w ive lling  ou tle ts  fo r  coo led a ir

4 “ A U TO -H I” bu tton Turn rig h t =  open

5 “ B I-LEVEL” bu tton Turn le ft =  c losed

9 S w ive lling  ou tle ts  fo r  side 
ven tila tion  
Turn  rig h t =  open 
Turn le ft =  c losed
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Automatic Climate Control

The au tom a tic  c lim ate  con tro l is d e ­
signed to  m ainta in  the desired te m ­
pe ra tu re  in the  veh ic le  in te rio r. H eat­
ing, coo ling  and a ir d is tr ib u tio n  (top, 
center, bo ttom ) are con tro lled  au to ­
m atica lly. The b low er speeds w ill be 
varied  au tom atica lly  depend ing  on 
the push bu tton  setting, opera ting  
and tem pe ra tu re  cond itions.

The au tom atic  c lim ate  con tro l is 
opera tiona l on ly  if the engine is 
runn ing.

For adap ta tion  to  the w eather co n ­
d itions  various fun c tions  can be 
se lected w ith the pushbuttons. A ir 
ou tle ts  8 — 9 m ust then be ad justed  
as requ ired . B uttons 2— 6 can be 
pressed on ly  ind iv idua lly . The 
in d ica to r lam ps in the ind iv idua l 
bu ttons com e on if the bu ttons are 
pressed and the veh ic le  lam ps are 
sw itched on.

1 T em pe ra tu re  se lec to r wheel

The des ired  tem pe ra tu re  in the 
veh ic le  in te rio r can be set 
w ith the se lec to r wheel.

N orm ally  on ly  one ad ju s tm e n t 
is necessary fo r  the  en tire  year. 
If requ ired  to be a lte red, on ly 
s ligh t ad ju s tm e n ts  shou ld  be 
m ade to th is  tem pe ra tu re  
setting.

2 “ OFF” button:

S w itch ing  o ff the  au tom atic  
c lim ate  con tro l.
S im u ltaneous ly  the fresh air 
supp ly  to  the veh ic le  in te rio r is 
cu t off. This pos ition  can be 
b rie fly  se lected in the case of 
odo ro us  o r dust annoyances o r 
when passing th rou gh  an au to ­
m atic  ca r wash.

3 "A U T O -LO ” button:

N orm al veh ic le  opera tion .
This setting w ill p rov ide  heating 
or coo ling  o f the  veh ic le ’s 
in te rio r depend ing  on the se lec­
to r wheel setting and the o u t­
s ide  tem pe ra tu re . If heating is 
requ ired , the  fresh a ir supp ly  
and the b low er w ill rem a in  in 
the o ff pos ition  until the

eng ine coo ling  w ate r is s ligh tly  
w arm ed up. O nly then w ill 
w arm  a ir en te r the in te rio r of 
the veh ic le  and be d is tribu te d  
m a in ly  to the  foo tw e ll outlets.
A sm all am o un t of a ir is d irec ted  to 
the w indsh ie ld  to ensure de fog- 
g ing unde r no rm a l w eather co n d i­
tions. For the  de fogg ing  of the 
side w indow s, a ir can be d iverted 
from  the s ide  ou tle ts  9. The cen ter 
ou tle ts  8 rem a in  c losed du ring  
heating opera tion .
If coo ling  of the  in te rio r is re ­
qu ired , the b low er w ill s tart 
im m ed ia te ly  regard less of 
eng ine tem pe ra tu re . The a ir is 
rou ted via cen ter ou tle ts  8 in to 
the  veh ic le ’s in te rio r and a d d i­
tiona lly  via the s ide ou tle ts  9.
No a ir is a llow ed to flow  to the 
w indsh ie ld  and to  the foo tw ell.
The b low er speed w ill be au to ­
m atica lly  reduced in several 
steps in the  heating o r coo ling  
cyc le  as the  in te rio r te m p e r­
a tu re  ap proaches the preselected 
tem pe ra tu re  on the  tem pe ra tu re  
wheel 1.



Automatic Climate Control

4 “ AU TO -H I" bu tton:
Fast heating o r coo ling  of 
veh ic le  in te rio r.
A ir cond ition ing , a ir d is tr ibu tion  
and b low er con tro l are the 
sam e as in pos ition  "3 ” 
“ A U T O -LO ” . The blow er, how ­
ever, opera tes at a h igher 
speed.

5 “ B I-LEVEL” button:
For fog g e d -u p  w indows.
During heating and coo ling  
opera tions  a ir is channe lled  to 
the w indsh ie ld  and to  the foo t- 
well. During the coo ling  op e ra ­
tion  a ir also en ters v ia  the 
cen ter sw ive lling  ou tle ts  8.
The veh ic le  in te rio r is coo led 
p rac tica lly  free o f d ra ft w ith 
m ore a ir be ing blown in to  the 
foo tw ell. The b low er then 
opera tes at a h igher speed 
than “ A U T O -LO ” .
We recom m end th is  position  
at low am b ien t tem pera tu res.

6 “ DEF” button:

For ice d -u p  w indows.

Independen t of the pos ition  of 
the  te m pe ra tu re  se lecto r 
wheel a ir heated to  m axim um  
te m pe ra tu re  is channe lled  to 
the w indsh ie ld .

For the  s ide w indow s, open 
sw ive lling  ou tle ts  9.

7 R e frige ran t com p resso r sw itch:

S w itch ing  the  a ir con d ition ing  
com p resso r on and off.

The com p resso r can be 
sw itched o ff com p le te ly  in the 
pos itions “ A U T O -LO " and 
“ A U T O -H I” , e.g. if no coo ling  
is req u ire d  because o f low 
am b ie n t tem pe ra tu re s  (fuel 
econom y).

Fresh a ir is supp lied  to the foo t- 
well if th e  re fr ig e ra n t com p resso r 
is sw itched o ff w h ile  the system  
is w o rk ing  in the coo ling  m ode.

Fresh a ir en ters  the veh ic le  th rough 
the open ings  in fro n t of the w in d ­
sh ie ld  (keep free of snow) and is 
em itted  th rou gh  the ven tila tion  o p en ­
ings in the cargo  space if the w indow s 
are closed.

Important!

In o rd e r to keep the  a ir co n d itio n ­
ing section  o f the  c lim ate  con tro l 
system  in good  w o rk ing  cond ition  
at all tim es, it is necessary to 
opera te  the  A /C  com presso r 
b rie fly  at least once a m onth  even 
du ring  the  seasons it is no rm a lly  not 
requ ired . Sw itch com presso r 
sw itch to “ O N” and depress 
“ A U T O -LO ” o r “ A U TO -H I” 
bu tton. M ake sure  tha t the am b ient 
tem p e ra tu re  is above 36° F (2° C) 
s ince the  A /C  com p resso r w ill not 
ope ra te  be low  th is  tem pera tu re .



Various Equipment

Interior Lamps

The sw itch fo r the fro n t lam p has 
3 positions.
Position I: lam p is sw itched on and 
off by the fro n t do o r con tact 
sw itches.
Position II: lam p is con tinuous ly  
sw itched off.
Position III: lam p is con tinuous ly  
sw itched on.

Rear passenger com p a rtm en t lam p: 
Push bu tton  1 =  lam p is sw itched on. 
Push bu tton 1 once m ore  =  lam p is 
sw itched off.
Push bu tton  2 =  lam p sw itched on 
and o ff by the  d o o r con tac t sw itches 
of rear doo rs  and ta ilgate.
Push bu tton 2 once m ore =  lam p is 
sw itched off.

Sliding Roof

To release, sw ing down locking 
lever and tu rn  by half a revo lu tion  
to the  stop. S lide  roo f to the de ­
sired position . To secure, turn 
back the  lock ing  lever to the  stop 
and sw ing up.

Note:
For safety reasons the lock ing  lever 
m ust be swung up every tim e  the s lid ­
ing roo f was m oved.
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Various Equipment

.> 8 6 4  0

(

Outside Rear View Mirror

O uts ide rea r view  m irro r (2) can be 
random ly ad justed  from  ins ide by 
m eans o f lever (1).
If the m irro r housing has been fo rc ib ly  
rem oved from  its safe ty catch , it m ust 
be repos itioned  by app ly ing  firm  p re s ­
sure.

Inside Rear View Mirror

The m irro r can be tilted  to the an ti­
dazzle pos ition  by m eans o f the  lever 
at its low er edge.

1 =  N orm al pos ition
2 =  A n ti-dazz le  position

Sun Visor

To p ro tec t aga inst sun lig h t from  
ahead, fo ld  the  sun v iso r dow nw ards. 
In the  event o f s trong  sun ligh t 
th rou gh  the  s ide  w indow s, rem ove 
the sun v iso r fro m  its inne r fix tu re  
and sw ing it sideways.
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Various Equipment

>

Electric Lighter

Key in s teering  lock position
“ 1”  o r “ 2".
Press in e lec tric  ligh te r; it w ill pop 
ou t au tom atica lly  when hot.

Heated Rear W indow

Turn key in s tee ring  lock to pos i­
tion  “ 2” .
W hen the rea r w indow  heater is 
tu rned  on, the  w h ite  in d ica to r lam p in 
the sw itch com es on.

A heavy load is im posed on the 
ba tte ry  due to the high power 
requ irem en t. For th is  reason, sw itch 
o ff the  heated rear w indow  as soon as 
it is dem is ted  o r de fros ted . It is shut 
o ff au tom atica lly  a fte r a m axim um  of 
30 m inutes. A lw ays rem ove heavy 
layers of ice and snow  first.
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Various Equipment

Electric W indow Lifters

Switch g roup  fo r w indow  lifters:

1 fron t, left
2 rear, le ft
3 fron t, righ t
4 rear, righ t
5  Safety sw itch

The e lec tr ic  w indow  lifte rs  can on ly 
be opera ted  w ith the  stee ring  lock in 
pos ition  “ 2". A ll fo u r w indow s can 
then be opera ted  using the sw itches 
in the cen te r console. The rea r door 
w indow s can also be opera ted  using 
the sw itches (5) in each rea r d o o r

8706

panel as long as the  safe ty sw itch “ S ” 
in the  cen te r conso le  is depressed.
If the safe ty sw itch  is not depressed, 
in adve rten t op e ra tion  of the  rear door 
w indow s (fo r instance, by ch ild ren ) is 
preven ted.
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Various Equipment
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Twin-reel Spring Blind as Luggage 
Cover and for Passenger Protection

The tw in -ree l sp ring  b lind  is m ounted 
on the  backres t o f the  rear seat and 
can also be used w ith  the  backrest 
fo ld ed  down.

Luggage cover:
Pull ou t low er b lind  (cove r-up ), d raw  it 
over the  luggage and engage in to  eye­
lets on the  ta ilga te . W hen the ta ilga te

is opened the b lind  is lifted  up w ith it 
so tha t it need not be w ound up for 
load ing o r un load ing  the  vehicle.

P assenger pro tection :
Pull ou t up pe r sp ring  b lind  (safety net) 
and engage in to  eyelets on the roof. 
This is a p a rticu la rly  im p o rtan t safety 
fac to r when the  veh ic le  is loaded 
h igher than its w a ist line.

Stowage Space below Cargo Space  
Floor

Swing up lock ing  lever, tu rn  to the 
s top and lift up cover. S tow age space 
is ava ilab le  on ly  if the fo ld in g  seat 
bench is rem oved.
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Europa
(Radio w ith P ushbutton Tuning)

.3 ___________________________3

885 4

M exico Cassette
(Radio w ith A u to m atic  S igna l Seeker 
and bu ilt- in  Cassette P layer)

Radio

1 O n -O ff/V o lu m e  C ontro l
2 Tone C ontro l
3 Push bu ttons  fo r band selection 

and tun ing  of preset sta tions 
(band se lection  on ly on rad ios 
w ith bu ilt- in  cassette  player)

4 M anual tun ing  con tro l
5 Search sens itiv ity  sw itch
6 A u to m a tic  tun ing  bar 

(M ex ico  m ode ls  only)
7 C assette re lease
8 Fast fo rw a rd
9 Fast rew ind

10 Cassette  s lo t

For con tro l location , re fe r to the 
illus tra tio n  on the  type of rad io  
ins ta lled  in you r M ERCEDES-BENZ. 
The rad io  can on ly  be opera ted 
w ith  the  ign ition  key in the 
n u m be r "1 ” o r “ 2 ” position .



Radio

>
O n-O ff/V o lum e
Turn knob (1) c lockw ise  to sw itch 
rad io  on and to increase vo lum e. 
Green con tro l lam p on the  dia l w ill 
ligh t up.

Tone
Turn lever (2) c lockw ise  to increase 
treb le  range and c o u n te rc lo ck ­
w ise to  increase bass range.

F ront-R ear S peaker Balance 
This con tro l is insta lled  w henever 
the veh ic le  is equ ipped  w ith rear 
speakers. Turn  rearw ard to in ­
crease vo lum e of rear speake rs  and 
fo rw a rd  to increase vo lum e of 
fro n t speakers.

S ta tion  Tuning 
F irst, se lect desired  band by 
pressing one o f the  AM  or FM 
sta tion  bu ttons (3), then tune m anu­
a lly  by tu rn ing  con tro l knob  (4). For 
good recep tion , accu ra te  m anual 
tun ing  is im portan t.
To preset s ta tions on pushbutton  
tun ing  rad ios in e ithe r the  AM  or 
FM band, pu ll sta tion bu ttons (3), 
ca re fu lly  tune  in the  desired s ta ­
tion , push bu tton  s low ly and firm ly  
all the way in, then release. 
A u to m atic  s ta tion  tun ing  (on 
signa l seeking rad ios on ly) is 
accom p lished  by m om en ta rily  de ­
p ressing  the  "A u to m a tic  T un ing ” 
bar (6). The tun e r m oves from  the 
le ft tow a rds  the rig h t s ide  o f the 
dia l and s tops w henever a use- 
ab le  sta tion is found.

O pera ting  the  au tom atic  tun ing  bar 
again causes the  tun e r to resum e its 
search fun c tion . W hen the  end of the 
band is reached, the tun e r w ill au to ­
m atica lly  re tu rn  to the beg inning of 
the band and s ta rt the search op e ra ­
tion  again.
The position  of the search sens i­
tiv ity  sw itch (5) de te rm ines 
w hethe r the  tun e r w ill s top at 
m any o r the  m ost pow erfu l sta tions 
only.
Position I S e lecto r stops at every
“ cou n try ”  useab le station
Position II S e lecto r stops on ly at
“ s u b u rb ”  m ore pow erfu l sta tions
Position III S e lecto r s tops on ly at
“ c ity ” the  s tronges t sta tions
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Radio

A utom atic  Antenna 
The antenna sw itch can be ac tu ­
ated w ith the rad io  sw itched on 
and the key in s tee ring  lock pos i­
tions “ 1” o r “ 2” .
•  If the antenna sw itch is in 

cen ter pos ition , the an tenna ex­
tends au tom atica lly  to  a sp e c i­
fic  height,

•  if the antenna sw itch is 
engaged in the  “ m ax" position , 
the antenna extends fu lly,

•  if the antenna sw itch  is 
engaged in the “ o ff” position , 
the an tenna w ill not extend or 
w ill re trac t com p le te ly .

The he ight of the an tenna  can 
fu rth e rm o re  be ad jus ted  co n tin ­
uously by actua ting  the  antenna 
sw itch:
•  If the an tenna sw itch  is in 

cen te r pos ition , the  antenna w ill 
extend to the spe c ific  he ight. 
The an tenna  can be fu rth e r ex ­
tended  o r re trac ted  to  any 
he ight by rock ing  the sw itch 
(not engag ing it).

•  If the an tenna  is to be re ­
trac ted , e.g. fo r  p lay ing  cas­
settes, engage sw itch in “ o ff” 
position .

W hen the key is tu rned  to  s teering 
lock pos ition  “ 0” o r the  rad io  is 
tu rned  off, the  antenna w ill re trac t 
com p le te ly .

FM Reception
FM signa ls trave l in a “ line -o f- 
s ig h t” . R e flections o r “ dead spo ts ” 
may cause can ce lla tio ns  o r loss of

the  s igna l as well as s trong  signal 
ove rlo ad ing  o r cap ture .
Low ering the  an tenna he ight in 
strong  signa l areas m ay e lim ina te  
m any of the  resu lting  p ro b lem s and 
resto re  good  tone  quality . How­
ever, fr in g e  area recep tion  requ ires  
the fu ll an tenna length to  cap tu re  
weak incom ing  signa ls. The an­
tenna can be opera ted  by dep ress­
ing the  respective  s ide  o f the 
rocke r sw itch.

FM S tereo Reception 
W hen tuned to a FM stereo station, 
the  red S tereo Ind ica to r Lam p will 
ligh t up. Because m ore in fo rm a tion  is 
ca rried  in the  FM stereo signa l than 
in FM m onorau l broadcasts, flu tte r, 
cance lla tion  and cap tu re  effects 
m ay be even m ore  no ticeable . The 
no ise free b ro ad cas t range, the re ­
fo re , is som ew hat less and 
accu ra te  tun ing  to the s trongest 
ava ilab le  s te reo  s ta tions is requ ired , 
espec ia lly  fo r fr in g e  area reception.

<
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Radio

Your rad io  is equ ipped  w ith a spe ­
c ia lly  designed S tereo D ecoder 
w h ich au tom atica lly  sw itches the 
rad io  from  stereo to m ono recep ­
tion  if the signa l becom es too 
weak. However, the S tereo In d i­
ca to r Lam p rem a ins lit to avo id the 
d is trac ting  f lic k e r at sho rt-tim e  
signa l changes. The rad io  w ill 
re tu rn  to the stereo m ode au tom at­
ica lly  when signa l s treng th  pe r­
m its  it.

Tape P layback 
(M exico  Cassette M odel)
This type of rad io  p rov ides fo r the 
p layback of p re reco rded  stereo

m usic th rou gh  the un ique  c o m b i­
nation of all the fea tu res of an 
au tom atic  s igna lseek ing  stereo 
rad io  w ith a tape player.
To s ta rt p layback, insert stereo 
cassette  th rou gh  the sw ing-aw ay 
do o r o f the  casse tte  s lo t and 
depress until the  m echan ism  
engages. (Note: Full reel on the 
rig h t tape  s ide  o f cassette  firs t.)
The casse tte  w ill be au tom atica lly  
re leased when the tape  reaches its 
end. To p lay the  o ther side, rem ove 
the cassette  from  the rad io , tu rn  it 
ups ide  down and re inse rt th rough  
the slo t. To m anua lly  e jec t the 
cassette , push the  re lease bar (7).

W hen the cassette  is e jected , the 
un it w ill au tom atica lly  sw itch  to 
rad io  reception .
For fast fo rw a rd  o r rew ind of the  tape, 
depress bu tton  8 o r 9 past po in t of re ­
s istance.
To s top  tape  w ind ing , depress o p ­
posing bu tton  to po in t o f resistance 
only.
Care o f the Tape Player 
Use on ly  good  qua lity  cassettes 
w ith a m axim um  playing tim e  of 
45 m inutes per s ide (C 90). 
“ U nw ound” tapes can be fixed by 
rew ind ing  e ither reel w ith a pencil 
inserted in its hub. The p ick -up  
head and ro lle r shou ld  be c leaned 
occas iona lly  to m ainta in  the  o r ig ­
inal high qua lity  sound re p ro ­
duction .
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Hood

>
To open:
Pull lever (1) unde r the  LH side of 
the  in s tru m en t panel to un lock the 
hood. The hood opens to the 
safety catch stop. A t the sam e 
tim e  g rip  (2) w ill pop out of the 
rad ia to r g rille .

Pull g rip  (2) ou t o f the  rad ia to r 
g rille  as fa r as the  s top and lift up 
hood (w indsh ie ld  w ip e r a rm s m ust 
not be fo ld ed  out).

C losing:
C lose hood by depress ing  it 
firm ly .

8666

Note:
There  is a risk o f in ju ry  when the hood 
is open and the eng ine is running.
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Have the following items checked regularly and prior to any long trip

1 Fuel Supply For w in te r and sum m er ope ra tion  d iesel 
fue ls  re fe r to “ Fuels, Coolants, L u b ri­
cants, etc. and last page” .

2 Tire Pressure For t ire  p ressu re  tab le  re fe r to fue l fille r 
flap  o r last page. Check at least every 
o the r week. For fu rth e r in fo rm a tion  see 
“ W heels, T ires, C hang ing W heels” .

3 O il/F lu id  Level: Engine, 
Autom atic Transmission

See “ C heck ing Fuels, C oo lants, L u b ri­
cants, e tc .” , “ Fuels, C oolants, L u b ri­
cants, etc. and last page” . <

4 Coolant Level See “ C heck ing Fuels, C oo lants, L u b ri­
cants, e tc .” , “ Fuels, C oolants, L u b ri­
cants, etc. and last page” .

5 Brake Fluid W hen the m in im um  m ark on the  rese r­
vo ir is reached, have the system  checked 
(b rake  lin ing  th ickness, leaks).

6 W indshield Washers Replenish w ith  w ate r m ixed w ith w in d ­
sh ie ld  w asher de te rgen t (see “ C hecking 
Fuels, Coolants, Lubrican ts , e tc .” ).

7 Battery R eplenish w ith  d is tilled  w ate r only. 
See “ E lectrica l S ystem ” .

Vehicle Lighting Check fo r fun c tion  and clean liness.
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Parking Brake Starting and Turning off the Engine

Depress pa rk ing  b rake  pedal.
W hen the steering  lock key is in 
pos ition  “ 2” , the b rake  w arn ing 
lam p in the  in s tru m en t c luste r 
com es on.
To release, pu ll re lease bu tton 
on the  in s tru m en t panel. The 
pa rk ing  b rake  re leases in one rap id  
m ovem ent. The pa rk ing  brake 
w arn ing  lam p in the ins trum en t 
c lus te r m ust go out.

Engage pa rk ing  b rake  o r service 
b rake  be fo re  s ta rting  the engine. 
Place the gear se lec to r lever in 
e ither “ N" o r “ P”  pos ition  be fore  
sta rting  the  engine.
Depress a cce le ra to r ha lfway and tu rn  
id le  speed ad ju s te r cou n te rc lockw ise  
to the stop . Then re lease acce le ra tor.

Turn key in s teering  lock to  pos i­
tion  “ 2” . C harge in d ica to r and p re ­
g low ing in d ica to r lam p m ust 
com e on.
The p reg low ing  process then be­
gins. The eng ine  can be started  as 
soon as the p reg low ing  in d ica to r 
lam p has gone out. S ince the g low  
p lugs con tinue  g low ing fo r up to 
1.5 m inutes, the eng ine can be 
resta rted  d u rin g  th is  pe riod  w ithou t 
preg low ing  again.

8 8 0 7
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Starting and Turning off the Engine

W hen the engine is at opera ting  
tem pe ra tu re  (coo lant tem pe ra tu re  
above approx. 158° F =  70° C) the 
p reg low ing in d ica to r lam p com es 
on on ly brie fly. The eng ine can be 
started im m edia te ly .
Turn key c lockw ise  to the  s top  to 
start the engine. Release key on ly 
when the engine is runn ing 
sm ooth ly.
A t am b ien t tem pe ra tu res  of less 
than -4 °  F (-20° C), depress the 
acce le ra to r th ree  tim es p rio r to 
s tarting.
A t am b ien t tem pe ra tu res  be low  
+59° F (+15° C) and w ith the 
engine co ld , depress acce le ra to r at 
least half of its trave l w h ile  
starting .
A t am b ien t tem pe ra tu res  be low  
+23° F (-5° C) and w ith the 
engine co ld , depress the acce le ra to r 
at least ha lf o f its trave l w h ile  s tarting . 
If the engine has not s tarted  after 
approx. 20 secs, d iscon tinue  the 
starting  p rocedure  and re turn  key 
to position “ 0".

This need not be done  if the  engine 
has sta rted  fir ing . The s ta rte r may 
then be engaged even longer.
Do not exhaust ba tte ry.
A fte r an unsuccessfu l s tarting  
a ttem pt, repea t the en tire  s tarting  
p rocedure .
W hen the eng ine  has sta rted  firing , 
ad ju s t id le  speed as fo llow s:

•  A m b ien t te m pe ra tu re  be low  
+59° F ( + 15° C) and engine 
co ld : Turn id le  speed ad jus te r 
knob  c lockw ise  until the  engine 
ju s t runs sm ooth ly .

•  A m b ien t te m p e ra tu re  above 
+59° F ( + 15° C): A fte r approx.
10 secs, tu rn  id le  speed ad ju s te r 
knob  c lockw ise  to the stop.

W ith the  eng ine at op e ra ting  te m ­
pe ra tu re  the id le  speed ad ju s te r 
knob shou ld  be re tu rned  c lockw ise  
to the  stop (no rm a l position). 
O bserve the  oil p ressu re  gauge 
im m ed ia te ly  a fte r s ta rting  the 
engine. In a very co ld  eng ine  the 
oil p ressure  w ill on ly  rise slow ly,

som e tim e  a fte r the  eng ine has 
started . Do not speed up the 
eng ine be fo re  p ressure  is reg istered 
on the  p ressu re  gauge.
The cha rge  in d ica to r lam p m ust go 
ou t as soon as the  eng ine  has 
s tarted .

Turning off

Turn key in s tee ring  lock to pos i­
tion  “ 0” and rem ove on ly  when the 
veh ic le  has s topped .
S hou ld  the eng ine  con tinue  to 
ope ra te  in s teering  lock pos i­
tion  “ 0 ” , re fe r to  page 61.
W ith very high coo lan t tem pe ra ­
tu res  (e.g. a fte r d riv ing  on steep 
inc lines), do  not shu t down the 
eng ine  im m ed ia te ly  bu t a llow  to 
run at s ligh tly  increased id le  speed 
fo r ano the r 1— 2 m inutes a p p ro x i­
mately.



Starting and Shifting Gears

Do not s to re  any o b je c ts  in the  d r iv e r ’s 
foo tw e ll area because they cou ld 
becom e lodged under the o p e ra to r’s 
peda ls thus rende ring  these con tro ls  
pa rtia lly  o r to ta lly  inopera tive .

Test the  serv ice  b rake  sho rtly  a fte r 
d riv ing  off.
W arm  u p th e e n g in e s m o o th ly . Do not 
p lace fu ll load on the engine until the 
opera ting  te m pe ra tu re  has been 
reached.

Automatic Transmission

The au tom a tic  transm iss ion  fac ilita tes  
and s im p lifie s  the  hand ling  of the 
veh ic le . The ind iv idua l gears are 
sh ifted  au tom atica lly  de pe nd en t upon 
se lec to r lever pos ition , veh ic le  speed 
and acce le ra to r position .

H int
W hen pa rk ing  the veh ic le  o r if w o rk ing  
on the veh ic le  w ith  the  eng ine runn ing, 
depress pa rk in g  b rake  pedal and 
m ove se lec to r lever to position  “ P” .

S tarting
S h ift se lec to r lever to the  desired 
d riv ing  pos ition  on ly  when the engine 
is id ling  and the serv ice  b rake  is 
app lied . Do no t re lease the brake 
be fore  m oving off. The veh ic le  may 
o therw ise  s ta rt c reep ing  when the 
se lec to r lever is in a d riv ing  position.

A cce le ra to r position
Partia l th ro ttle  =  early  upsh ifting  =
norm al acce le ra tion .
Full th ro ttle  =  re ta rded  upsh ifting  =  
m axim um  acce le ra tion .
D epressing the  acce le ra to r beyond 
fu ll th ro ttle  to k ickdow n position 
m eans dow nsh ifting  to the next lower 
gear and thus  m axim um  acce le ra tion . 
If you ease up on the  acce le ra to r 
a fte r having a tta ined the desired 
speed, the  transm iss ion  w ill sh ift up 
again.
G earsh ifting  is con tro lled  by the  ve­
hic le  speed.
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Starting and Shifting Gears

Selector lever pos itions 
The au tom atic  gear sh ifting  p ro ­
cess can be adap ted to spec ific  
opera ting  con d itions  by m eans of 
the se lecto r lever.
“ P” Parking lock. The pa rk ing  lock 

is an add itiona l safeguard 
when pa rk ing  the vehicle . 
Engage on ly when the car is 
s ta tionary.

"R ” Reverse gear. S h ift reverse 
gear on ly w ith the  veh ic le  at 
halt.

“ N” Neutral. No pow er is transm itted  
from  the engine to the  rea r axle. 
W hen the brakes are re leased, 
the veh ic le  can be m oved free ly 
(pushed, tow ed o r tow -s ta rted). 
Do not engage “ N”  when d riv ing

excep t when the veh ic le  is in 
da ng er o f sk id d in g  (e.g. on icy 
roads). See page 50.

“ D” Drive. A ll gears are ava ilable. 
1st gear can be engaged on ly 
by m eans of k ickdow n . 
P osition “ D” a ffo rd s  op tim um  
d riv ing  cha rac te ris tics  unde r 
all no rm a l op e ra ting  con ­
d itions.

“ S ” S lope. S h ifting  up to 3rd gear 
only. 1st gear can be engaged 
on ly  by m eans o f k ickdow n . 
S u itab le  fo r  m odera te  ascents 
and descen ts. As the  tra n s ­
m iss ion is sh ifted  up to 
3rd gear on ly, th is  pos ition  
pe rm its  the  u tiliza tion  of the 
eng ine b rak ing  effect.

“ L”  Low. U psh ifting  to 2nd gear 
only. The veh ic le  s tarts  out 
in 1st gear. For d riv ing  on 
steep m ounta in  passes, fo r 
tra ile r ope ra tion  in m oun­
ta inous reg ions, unde r severe 
op e ra ting  con d itio n s  and as 
b rak ing  pos ition  on extrem e ly 
steep declines. If the se lector 
lever is b rie fly  sh ifted  to po ­
s ition  “ S ” and then returned 
to po s itio n “ L” , 2nd gear is 
sh ifted  soone r at h igher speed. 

Do not exceed to p  speeds c o r­
respond ing  to  the  in d iv idu a l se lec­
to r lever pos itions. Refer to 
spe ed om ete r m ark ings.



Starting and Shifting Gears Safe Driving

M aneuvering
To m aneuver in res tric ted  area, 
e.g. when pu lling  in to a pa rk ing 
space, con tro l the  car speed by 
g radua lly  re leasing the service 
brake. A cce le ra te  gently  and do 
not pum p the acce le ra to r. To rock 
a car out of soft g ro un d  (m ud or 
snow), a lte rna te ly  sh ift one fo r ­
ward gear range and the reverse 
gear at pa rtia l th ro ttle .

T ra ile r opera tion  
Do not a llow  the eng ine speed to 
d ro p  too  low  at uph ill g rad ien ts  to 
preven t the eng ine from  labo ring  
at low RPMs. D epend ing on the 
degree of the incline, sh ift se lec to r

lever to pos itions “ S ” o r “ L”  early 
enough to  m a in ta in  engine RPMs 
w ith in  best to rq u e  range.

S topp ing
For b rie f halts, e.g. at tra ffic  lights, 
leave the se lec to r lever in a d riv ing  
position  and con tro l veh ic le  w ith 
the  serv ice  brake.
For longer s tops w ith the engine 
id ling , sh ift se lec to r lever to 
pos ition  “ N” .
W hen s top p in g  the car on a slope, 
do not ho ld  it by m eans o f the 
acce le ra to r bu t use the  brake. This 
avo ids unnecessary  hea t-up  o f the 
transm iss ion .

A lw ays d rive  acco rd ing  to the 
ru le  “ Safe ty f irs t” . The co m fo rt­
ab le  ride  o f the  veh ic le  m ay easily 
te m p t you to unde res tim a te  the 
speed you are ac tua lly  d riv ing  at. 
For th is  reason you shou ld  get 
used to  keep ing an eye on the 
speedom ete r needle because high 
speeds dem and long stopp ing  
distances.
Do not a ttem p t to m ove o r ro ll the 
veh ic le  w ith  the eng ine not in o p e r­
ation, as en g ine -d rive n  accesso­
ries such as the  pow er steering 
system  o r pow er b rakes are not 
“ po w ered ” , the re fo re , requ iring  
subs tan tia lly  m ore  e ffo rt fo r  the ir 
opera tion  even though they always 
rem ain m echan ica lly  opera tive.
Do not a llow  you r tires  to wear 
down too  far. W ith less than appr. 
1/ 8 in. (3 m m ) o f tread , the an ti­
sk id  p ro pe rties  on a wet road fall 
off sharply.
Depend ing upon the  w eather 
a n d /o r road pavem ent, the g rip  of 
the tires  varies w idely.
The re ten tion  o f the  specified  tire  
p ressure  is essentia l. This app lies



pa rticu la rly  if the tires  are sub jected  
to high loads (e.g. high speeds, 
heavy loads, high am b ien t te m ­
peratures).
A quap lan ing:
Depending on the  depth of the 
w ater layer on the road, aqua­
plan ing m ay occu r even w ith tires  
still show ing the fu ll tread depth, 
and even at low speeds. Avoid 
track  grooves in the  road and app ly  
brakes cau tious ly  in the  rain.

T ire  fric tion :
Dry road =  100 %
W et road =  from  approx. 50 % to 
approx. 80 % (be pa rticu la rly  cau ­
tious on wet and d irty  roads)
Icy road =  approx. 15 %
A given speed at w h ich a veh ic le  d r iv ­
en on dry  roads can still be fu lly  co n ­
tro lled  m ust be reduced when the 
sam e veh ic le  is to be d riven safe ly on 
a wet o r icy road.
You should pay pa rticu la r a tten tion  
to the cond ition  o f the road as

soon as the  preva iling  te m p e ra ­
tu res fa ll c lose to the freezing 
po in t. If ice has fo rm ed  on the 
road (e.g. due to  fog), a th in  film  
of w a te r is then q u ick ly  p ro du ced  
on the  ice w h ich subs tan tia lly  
reduces the  g rip  of the  tires. U nder 
such w eathe r con d itions , drive, 
s teer and b rake  p a rticu la rly  ca re ­
fully.
W e recom m end  M + S rad ia l-p ly  
tires  fo r the co ld  season. On ice or 
packed snow, they can reduce  you r 
s topp ing  d is tance  as com pared  
w ith sum m e r tires . S topp ing  d is ­
tance, however, is neverthe less 
con s id e rab ly  g rea te r than when the 
road is wet o r dry.
W hen d riv ing  dow n long and steep 
declines, re lieve the brakes by en ­
gag ing se lec to r lever pos ition  “ S " 
o r “ L ” . This p reven ts  ove rhea ting  of 
the brakes and reduces b rake  pad 
wear.

A fte r hard b rak ing  it is adv isab le  
not to sw itch o ff the  eng ine righ t

Safe Driving

away bu t to d rive  on fo r som e 
tim e  so the a ir stream  w ill cool 
dow n the  b rakes faster.
W hen d riv ing  in heavy rain fo r 
som e tim e  w ithou t app ly ing  the 
brakes, the firs t b rak ing  action may 
be som ew hat re ta rded  and in ­
creased peda l p ressu re  m ay be 
necessary. For th is  reason, stay 
fu rth e r away from  veh ic le  in front.

The con d ition  o f the  pa rk ing  brake 
w ill be checked  du rin g  every m a in ­
tenance  service. F u rthe rm ore  it is 
recom m ended  to exe rt once o r tw ice 
between the reg u la r m aintenance 
services, a m axim um  pressure  of 
22 lbs. (10 kp) on the  pa rk ing  brake 
peda l fo r 10 seconds w h ile  trave lling  
at a speed a ro un d  30 m ph (50 k m /h ) 
on d ry  road. Pull re lease knob  du ring  
th is  process! Repeat p rocedure  
once o r tw ice . E xercise care, the 
s top lam p s  do not w ork.
Flave all in spec tions  o f and w ork  on 
the b rake  system  ca rried  out by a 
M ERCEDES-BENZ serv ice  station.
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If the  pa rk ing  b rake  is re leased and 
the brake w a rn ing  lam p in the  in ­
s trum en t c lus te r com es on, the  brake 
flu id  level in the rese rvo ir is too  low. 
A leak o r b rake  pad wear m ay cause a 
shortage o f b rake  flu id  in the rese r­
voir.
Have b rake  system  checked  in a 
M ERCEDES-BENZ serv ice  station 
as soon as possib le , 
insta ll on ly  b rake  pads reco m ­
m ended by us. If o ther than reco m ­
m ended b rake  pads are insta lled, 
the b rak ing  p ro pe rties  o f the 
veh ic le  can be a ffected to  an ex ­
ten t tha t the safety is substan tia lly  
im pa ired.

Brake Pad W ear indicator Lamp

The b rake  pad wear in d ica to r lam p 
in the ins trum en t c lus te r com es on 
when the key in the steering  lock is 
tu rned  to d riv ing  pos ition  “ 2 " and it 
m ust go ou t when the  eng ine is 
runn ing. If the in d ica to r lam p lights 
up du rin g  b rak ing  o r d riv ing , th is  
shows tha t the  fro n t wheel b rake 
pads are w orn  down.
Have brake system  checked in a 
M ERCEDES-BENZ serv ice  station 
as soon as possib le .

Brake Fluid

D uring the cou rse  of the opera tion  
of the veh ic le , the  bo iling  po in t of 
the b rake  flu id  is con tinuous ly  
be ing reduced  th rou gh  the  a b s o rp ­
tion  of m o is tu re  from  the  a tm os­
phere. U nder extrem e ly  hard o p e r­
ating con d itions , th is  m o is tu re  
con ten t can lead to  the  fo rm a tio n  
o f vapo r in the  system  thus red uc­
ing the sys tem ’s e ffic iency. The 
brake flu id  m ust the re fo re  be 
rep laced  annually, p re fe rab ly  in the 
spring . It is recom m ended  to  use 
on ly b rake  flu id  approved  by 
M ERCEDES-BENZ.
Your M ERCEDES-BENZ dea le r w ill 
p rov ide  you w ith  ad d itiona l in fo r­
m ation.

Charge Indicator Lamp

Should the  cha rge  in d ica to r lam p 
fail to com e on p rio r to starting  
when the  ign ition  key is in po s i­
tion  “ 2” o r shou ld  it fa il to  go ou t 
a fte r s tarting  o r du ring  opera tion , 
th is  ind ica tes a fau lt w h ich m ust be 
repa ired  at a M ERCEDES-BENZ 
serv ice  s ta tion  as soon as possib le .

Oil Pressure Gauge

The oil p ressure  may d ro p  at id le 
speed to 7.1 psi (0.5 k p /sq . cm ) if 
the  eng ine is at ope ra ting  te m p e r­
ature. This w ill not je op a rd ize  its 
opera tiona l re liab ility . Pressure 
must, however, rise im m ed ia te ly  
upon acce le ra tion .
The oil p ressure  gauge does not 
p rov ide  any in fo rm a tion  concern ing  
the  oil level in the engine.

Coolant Tem perature Gauge

Due to the  pressurized coo ling  
system , the coo lan t on ly  starts 
bo iling  at a tem p e ra tu re  o f approx. 
257° F (125° C) w ith an antifreeze- 
b lended coo lan t fill p ro tecting  
down to -22° F (-30° C) (see 
also “ Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, 
e tc .” ).
During severe ope ra ting  cond itions  
and s top -a n d -g o  c ity  tra ffic  the 
coo lan t tem pe ra tu re  m ust rise to red 
m ark ing  only.
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Emission Control

Certa in system s of the eng ine a n d /o r  
ad justm ents  serve to keep the tox ic  
com ponents  of the  exhaust gases 
w ith in  pe rm iss ib le  lim its  requ ired  by 
law. (Neverthe less, we u rgen tly  advise 
you not to let the  eng ine run in a 
closed garage.) These system s, of 
course, w ill func tion  p ro pe rly  on ly 
when m a in ta ined s tr ic tly  a c c o rd ­
ing to fac to ry  spec ifica tions. Any 
ad jus tm ents  on the eng ine should, 
the re fore , be carried  ou t on ly  by 
qua lified  M ERCEDES-BENZ 
techn ic ians. The ad jus tm en ts  o f the 
engine shou ld  no t be a lte red  in any 
way. M oreover, the spec ified  service 
and m ain tenance jo b s  m ust be 
carried  ou t regu la rly  acco rd ing  to 
MERCEDES-BENZ serv ic ing  
requ irem ents. For de ta ils  re fe r to 
Em ission C ontro l and M ain tenance 
Manual.

Fuel Consumption

Fuel con sum p tion  depends to a g reat 
extent on d riv ing  hab its  and opera ting  
cond itions . For econom ica l d riv ing  
you should
•  avo id fre q u e n t and qu ick  

acce le ra tion
•  avo id fre q u e n t s low dow ns
•  avo id high speeds
Driv ing in low te m pe ra tu re  weather, in 
s top -a n d -g o  c ity  tra ffic  and on sho rt 
hops, and in h illy  cou n try  as well 
increases fue l consum p tion .

Engine Oil Consumption

Engine oil consum p tion  can on ly  be 
d e te rm ined  a fte r a ce rta in  m ileage 
has been covered . D uring the b reak- 
in pe riod , h igher o il c on sum p tion  m ay 
be noticed and is norm al.
F requent high eng ine  speed 
op e ra tion  w ill a lso cause increased oil 
consum p tion .

The m ore cau tious ly  you trea t your 
eng ine d u rin g  the  b reak-in  period , the 
m ore  sa tis fied  you w ill be w ith its 
pe rfo rm an ce  la te r on. There fore, 
d rive  you r veh ic le  du ring  the  firs t
1,000 m iles (1,500 km ) at m odera te  
veh ic le  and eng ine  speeds.
D uring th is  pe riod , avo id heavy loads 
(fu ll th ro ttle  d riv ing ) and high RPMs 
(no m ore than 2/ 3 o f m axim um  
p e rm iss ib le  speed in each gear) and 
do n o tfo rc e  the  e n g in e to  labo r at low 
eng ine  speed.
Avoid acce le ra ting  by k ickdow n . It is 
not recom m ended  to brake veh ic le  by 
m eans o f m anua lly  sh ifting  to a lower 
gear. W e recom m end  to se lect 
pos itions “ S ” o r “ L ” on ly  at m odera te  
speeds (fo r hill d riv ing ).
A fte r 1,000 m iles (1,500 km ) speeds 
m ay g ra du a lly  be increased to  the 
p e rm iss ib le  m axim um .



Special Operating Conditions

W inter Driving

Have you r ca r w in te rized  in a
M ERCEDES-BENZ serv ice  sta tion
be fore  the onset of w inter.
•  Engine oil change: If no “ all- 

year ro u n d ”  eng ine oil is used, 
fill w ith recom m ended  w in te r
oil. For v iscos ity  and capacity , 
re fe r to  “ Fuels, Coolants, Lu­
b rican ts, etc. and last page” .

•  For d iese l fue ls, re fe r to page 84 
and last page.

•  A n tifreeze  in the  coo lant:
C heck an tifreeze pro tection  
pe riod ica lly . For capac ity  re fer 
to “ Fuels, Coolants, Lubricants, 
e tc .” .

•  A dd itive  in the w indsh ie ld  
w asher system s: A dd  w indsh ie ld  
w asher so lven t to the  w ate r in 
the w indsh ie ld  w asher system .

•  Test ba tte ry: Battery capac ity  
d rops  w ith decreasing  am b ient 
tem pe ra tu re . A well charged

ba tte ry  ensures tha t the  engine 
can always be s tarted , even at 
low am b ie n t tem pe ra tu res .

•  T ires: For the  co ld  season we 
recom m end  m ounting  M + S 
rad ia l-p ly  tires  on all wheels. 
P erm iss ib le  top  speed fo r 
M + S rad ia l-p ly  tires  is 100 m i- 
le s /h  (160 km /h ).

Hints for Driving

The m ost im p o rtan t ru le  fo r  s lippe ry  
o r icy roads is to drive  sens ib ly  and 
to avoid ab ru p t acce le ra tion , b rak ing  
and stee ring  action. Do not use the 
cru ise  con tro l system  unde r such 
cond itions.

W hen the veh ic le  is in danger of s k id ­
d ing , m ove se lec to r lever to position  
“ N” . Try to keep the  veh ic le  under 
con tro l by m eans of co rre c tive  s tee r­
ing action.
P rovided the tra ffic  con d itions  w ill a l­
low, on ly b rake  in a way tha t the

w heels are locked  fo r no m ore  than 
frac tion s  o f a second as o therw ise the 
s tee ra b ility  o f the  veh ic le  is lost.

Thaw ing salts and w ate r can adverse­
ly a ffect the b rak ing  effic iency. 
Increased p ressure  on the pedal may 
be req u ire d  to  ach ieve the usual 
b rak ing effect. W e the re fo re  recom ­
m end you to actuate  the brakes 
repea ted ly  in o rd e r to  test the ir e ffi­
c iency a fte r d riv ing  on salt trea ted 
roads fo r som e tim e. In do ing  th is  it 
m ust, of course, be m ade sure  tha t no 
danger is c rea ted  fo r o the r road 
users.
If the veh ic le  is pa rked  afte r being 
driven  on sa lt trea ted roads, the b ra k ­
ing e ffic iency  shou ld  be tested as 
soon as poss ib le  a fte r d riv ing  is 
resum ed w h ile  adhe ring  to the safety 
requ irem en ts . S hou ld  the  brak ing  
e ffic iency have de te rio ra ted  co n s id ­
e rab ly  it can be im p roved  again by 
b rak ing  several tim es.



Tire Chains

Tire cha ins can on ly  be used on 
the  d riv ing  wheels. Use on ly cha ins 
tested and recom m ended  by us. 
Any M ERCEDES-BENZ service 
station w ill read ily  advise you. 
Retighten newly m ounted tire  
cha ins a fte r a few  m iles of d riv ing . 
Do not exceed pe rm iss ib le  m axi­
m um  speed of 30 m ph (50 km /h ). 
On c lear roads rem ove the cha ins 
as soon as prac ticab le . A dhere  to 
the m an u fac tu re r’s m ounting  in ­
structions.

High Altitude Correction Device

The eng ine is eq u ippe d  w ith  an 
au tom atic  high a ltitu de  co rre c tion  
device.

Special Operating Conditions

Traveling Abroad

A broad , too, the re  is a w ide ly- 
sp read  M ERCEDES-BENZ service 
ne tw ork  at you r d isposa l. If you 
trave l in to  areas w h ich  are not 
lis ted in the  index o f you r service 
station book le t, you shou ld  request 
pe rtine n t in fo rm a tion  from  your 
dealer.





Vehicle Care
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MERCEDES-BENZ Maintenance System

>

Like any o th e r m echan ica l e q u ip ­
m ent, the  veh ic le  requ ires  care and 
m aintenance.
A m a in tenance book le t is de live red 
w ith you r ca r lis ting  all the m a in ­
tenance jo b s  tha t m ust be carried  
ou t a fte r the fo llow ing  m ileages.
•  O nce afte r 300 to 600 m iles 

(500 —  1,000 km).
•  O nce a fte r 3,000 m iles 

(5,000 km).
•  A fte r 12,500 m iles (20,000 km ) 

and the rea fte r every 12,500 m i­
les (20,000 km ), but at least 
once a year.

We w ou ld  a lso like  to d raw  your 
a tten tion  to  the  h in ts  con ta ined in 
the m ain tenance  book le t covering 
necessary lu b rica tion  services 
every 3,000 m iles (5,000 km ), lu ­
brica tion  and b rake  inspections 
every 6,000 m iles (10,000 km), 
add itiona l m ain tenance jo bs  every 
37,500 m iles (60,000 km ) and 
MB ind iv idua l m a in tenance as 
requ ired .

Renew b rake  flu id  once a year, 
p re fe rab ly  in sp ring . Use on ly re ­
com m ended  b rake  flu ids.
The veh ic le  m ust rece ive the  p re ­
scribed  m a in tenance a n d /o r  lu b r i­
ca tion  w ork  at the spec ified  in te r­
vals as lis ted in the m aintenance 
bookle t. V erifica tion  of p e rfo rm ­
ance o f such m a in te n a n c e /lu b ric a ­
tion  w ork  shou ld  be reco rded  in 
the  spaces p rov ided  in the m a in ­
tenance booklet.
The m ain tenance  jo b s  are d e ­
scribed  in de ta il in a m anual which 
you can o rd e r from  you r 
M ERCEDES-BENZ serv ice  station. 
A sm all s ticke r a ttached to the 
d o o r post o f the  d r iv e r ’s do o r by 
the serv ice  station personne l is to 
rem ind  you when the  next m a in ­
tenance  serv ice, lu b rica tion  and 
b rake  inspection  o r lub rica tion  
serv ice  is due.

/ M ain tenance  service

J f^  Lu b rica tion  and
V .  brake inspection

Lu brica tion  service

Severe Operating Conditions

In the case o f severe opera ting  
con d itions  o r heavy use m ain ly  in 
c ity  tra ffic  o r over sho rt d istances, 
frequ en t m ounta in  d riv ing , poor 
roads, dusty  and m uddy con ­
d itions, tra ile r ope ra tion , hard and 
spo rty  d riv ing , etc., it may be nec­
essary to inspect e.g.
•  the  fro n t axle b rake  lin ings
•  the  tires
at sho rte r in tervals.
Any M ERCEDES-BENZ service 
station w ill be p leased to  g ive you 
expert and in d iv idu a l advice.
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M E R C E D E S -B E N Z M a in tenance  System Spare P arts S e rv ice

Engine Oil Change and 
Filter Change

To be ca rried  ou t every 3,000 m i­
les (5,000 km ), bu t at least tw ice  
a year (in sp ring  and fall).
Under severe ope ra ting  con d itions  
o r if d iese l fue ls  w ith high su lp h u r 
con tent (in excess o f 0.5 % by 
we ight) are used, the o il shou ld  be 
changed every 1,500 m iles 
(2,500 km ). It is not m anda to ry  
to change the  f ilte r at th is  oil 
change.
For regu lar o il level checks, re fe r to 
“ C hecking Fuels, C oolants, L u b ri­
cants, e tc .” .

Autom atic Transmission —
Fluid and Filter Change

To be ca rried  ou t every 37,500 
m iles (60,000 km ) acco rd ing  to the 
m ain tenance  bookle t.
U nder severe op era ting  cond itions , 
have the au tom a tic  transm iss ion  
flu id  changed every 12,500 m iles 
(20,000 km ) w ith ou t f ilte r change.

A ll M ERCEDES-BENZ service 
s ta tions s to re  the  M ERCEDES-BENZ 
o rig in a l spa re  parts  requ ired  fo r 
m a in tenance  and repa ir w ork.
In ad d ition , de po ts  are p rov ided  all 
over the  g lobe  in tended to ensure 
the rap id  sup p ly  o f M ERCEDES- 
BENZ o rig ina l spa re  parts.
M ore than 200,000 d iffe re n t spare 
parts, even fo r ra the r o ld  veh ic le  
m odels, are fu rth e rm o re  s tocked in 
the  cen tra l p lan t w arehouses.
W e w a rran t m ax im um  opera tiona l 
e ffic ie ncy  and re liab ility  as well as 
op tim um  re ten tion  of the veh ic le  
va lue when M ERCEDES-BENZ o rig ­
inal spa re  pa rts  are insta lled, as they 
are sub jec ted  to  m ost severe qua lity  
inspections. Each pa rt has been 
spe c ifica lly  deve loped, m an u fac tu r­
ed o r se lected fo r  and adap ted to 
M ERCEDES-BENZ vehicles.
For th is  reason, on ly  M ERCEDES- 
BENZ o rig in a l spa re  pa rts  shou ld  be 
insta lled.



Cleaning and Care of the Vehicle

In ope ra tion , you r veh ic le  is sub ­
jec ted to a g rea t am oun t of varying 
exte rna l in fluences wh ich, if gone u n ­
checked , can attack the  pa in tw ork  as 
well as the un de rbod y  and cause 
lasting dam age.

Such dam age is caused not on ly  
extrem e and vary ing  c lim a tic  c o n d i­
tions, bu t a lso by a ir po llu tion , road 
salt, tar, gravel and stone ch ipp ing . 
G rease and oil, fuel, coo lant, b rake  
flu id , b ird  d ro pp ing s , tree resins, 
etc. shou ld  be im m ed ia te ly  rem oved 
to avoid pa in t dam age. F requent 
washing, however, reduces a n d /o r 
e lim ina tes the aggress iv ity  and 
po tency o f the above adverse in ­
fluences.
Specia l ca r-ca re  m easures m ay be 
necessary to deal w ith  un favorab le  
cond itions; fo r exam ple, near the 
coast, in in du s tria l areas (sm oke,

exhaust em iss ions), o r du ring  w in te r 
opera tion .
You shou ld  check over you r veh ic le  
from  tim e  to tim e  fo r stone ch ipp ing  
or o ther dam age. A ny dam age 
shou ld  be repa ired  as soon as 
possib le .

In do ing so, do not neglect the  u n d e r­
side o f the car. A p re req u is ite  fo r a 
tho rough  check is a w ashing o f the 
un de rbod y  fo llow ed by a ru s tp ro o f- 
ing trea tm ent.

Your veh ic le  has been trea ted  at the 
fac to ry  w ith a w ax-base  rus tp roo fing  
in the body cavities.

A fte r every eng ine clean ing you 
shou ld  have the eng ine com p artm en t 
rus tp ro o fed . B efore rus tp ro o fin g , all 
con tro l linkage  bush ings have to be 
lub rica ted  w ith  hyd rau lic  oil (check 
w ith you r local M ERCEDES-BENZ

dea le rsh ip  fo r  recom m ended 
brands).
We have se lected ca r-ca re  p roduc ts  
and com p ile d  recom m enda tions  
which are spec ia lly  m atched to our 
veh ic les and w h ich  always re flec t the 
newest in tech no log ica l s tanding.
You can ob ta in  M B ca r-ca re  p roduc ts  
at every M ERCEDES-BENZ service 
center.
S cratches, co rro s ive  deposits , c o r­
ros ion o r dam age due to  neg ligent or 
in co rre c t care canno t always be re ­
m oved w ith the ca r-ca re  p roducts  
recom m ended  here. In such cases it 
is best to seek aid at your 
M ERCEDES-BENZ serv ice  center. 
The fo llow ing  top ics  deal w ith the 
c lean ing and care  o f you r veh ic le  and 
give im p o rta n t “ ho w -to ” in fo rm ation  
as well as re ferences to  reco m ­
m ended MB ca r-ca re  products.



Cleaning and Care of the Vehicle

Car Wash

Do not wash the car in the sun. Spray 
veh ic le  well w ith  a d iffused  je t of w a­
ter. D irect on ly  a weak je t tow a rds  the 
ven tila tion  open ings. Use p len ty of 
w ater and rinse sponge and cham ois  
often. Rinse o ff veh ic le  w ith c lear w a­
te r and w ipe d ry  w ith cham ois.
Do not use so lven ts (fuels, th inner, 
etc.) to clean the ta il lights.
In the w inter, th o ro ug h ly  rem ove 
all traces o f road salt as soon as 
possib le.
W hen w ashing the car underbody, 
do  not fo rge t to clean the inner 
s ides o f the wheels.

Tar Stains

Q uick ly  rem ove ta r sta ins be fore 
they d ry  and becom e m ore d iff ic u lt to 
rem ove.

Window Cleaning

Use a w indow  clean ing so lu tion  on 
very d irty  o r o il-s ta ined  w indows.

C lean w indsh ie ld  w ipe r b lades w ith 
a c lean c lo th  and w ash ing so lu tion . 
Replace b lades once  o r tw ice a 
year.

Plastic Parts, Rubber Parts and 
M B-Tex Upholstery Covers

Do not use oil o r w ax on these 
parts.

Seat Belts

The w ebb ing  m ust not be trea ted 
w ith chem ica l c lean ing agents. Use 
on ly c lear, lukew arm  w ate r and 
soap. Do no t dry  the  w ebb ing  at 
tem pe ra tu re s  above  176° F (80° C) 
o r in d ire c t sun ligh t. Never b leach 
o r re -dye  the  w ebb ing .

Steering W heel and Selector 
Lever

Use a gen tle  d ish -w ash ing  d e te r­
gent o r m ild  de te rgen t fo r de lica te

fab rics  as a w ashing so lu tion . W ipe 
w ith a c lo th  m oistened in luke ­
w arm  so lu tion . Do not use scou r­
ing agents.

Upholstery

Leather: W ipe lea ther upho ls tery  
w ith  a dam p c lo th  and d ry  th o r­
ough ly. Exercise pa rticu la r care 
when c lean ing pe rfo ra ted  leather 
as its unde rs ide  shou ld  not becom e 
wet.
Velours: P ressure m arks  resu lting  
from  dam pness and heat may 
appear to be sta ins. Such m arks 
can be rem oved by w ip ing  w ith  a 
m oistened brush, iron ing  w ith a 
w et c lo th  o r by trea ting  w ith a d ry  
sham poo. Do no t sit on dam p up ­
ho lstery. Q u ick d ry ing  is ach ieved 
by app ly ing  hot a ir —  fo r exam ple, 
by using a ha ir dryer. If in doub t, 
p lease consu lt you r MERCEDES- 
BENZ serv ice  sta tion.



Cleaning and Care of the Vehicle

Paintwork

Do not app ly  wax if you r ca r is 
pa rked  in the sun o r if the hood is 
still hot. For m axim um  p ro tection , 
the  pa in tw ork  shou ld  be waxed 
ap p ro x im a te ly  once every th ree  
m onths. Use the  a p p ro p ria te  
M ERCEDES-BENZ T ouch -U p S tick 
fo r qu ick  and p rov is iona l repa irs  of 
m inor pa in t dam age.

Light Alloy Wheels

If possib le , c lean whee ls once a 
week w ith likew arm  w ate r and au to ­
sham poo. Use an am p le  supp ly  of 
water.
To rem ove s tub bo rn  m arks, use 
po lish o r pa in t c leaner and ap p ly  w ith 
bu ffing  c lo th  o r a soft clo th.

i

Ornamental Moldings  
(C hrom e-P lated, Alum inium )

For regu la r c lean ing and care of 
very d irty  ch ro m e-p la ted  parts, use 
a ch ro m e  cleaner.
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Practical Hints

>
Ash trays

To rem ove fro n t ash tray:
Pull ash tray  ou t as fa r as possib le . 
Push down the  sp ring  (1) in the 
cen te r and rem ove ash tray.

To insta ll ash tray:
Position ash tray  square ly  and 
push in.
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To rem ove rea r ash tray:
Push the ash tray  down w h ile  
open ing  and rem ove.

To insta ll ash tray:
P osition ash tray  square ly  and 
push in.



Practical Hints

A fte r re fue ling , s ta rt the engine, 
engag ing the s ta rte r fo r abou t 
20 seconds until all the trapp ed  a ir 
has been evacuated.
W ith a po o rly  cha rged  ba tte ry  the 
system  m ust be bled m anually. 
O pera te  the p rim e r pum p until the 
in jec tion  pum p ove rflow  valve 
opens (ra ttling  no ise audib le ). 
D isengage p rim e r pum p hand le 
p rio r to  op e ra ting  it (tu rn  c o u n te r­
c lockw ise). R etighten a fte r use.

Bleeding the Fuel System

A com p le te ly  bled fue l system  is 
im pera tive  fo r pe rfect eng ine o p e r­
ation. During opera tion , the system  
is con tinuous ly  bled via the  ove r­
flow  line.
The en tire  system  m ust be bled 
when the car has been driven until 
the fue l tank was com p le te ly  
em ptied .

Turning off Engine Manually

If the eng ine con tinues  opera ting  
in s tee ring  lock pos ition  “ 0” , open 
hood and press lever m arked 
“ STO P” until the  eng ine stops. (
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Practical Hints

Jack, Vehicle Tools, First Aid Kit

Jack, veh ic le  too ls  and firs t aid k it 
are s towed in the cargo space on the 
RH side beh ind the  panel.
To open the panel, pu ll hand le  and 
fo ld  down panel.

Note:

The jack  is designed exc lus ive ly  fo r 
ja ck ing  up the veh ic le  at the  jack 
tubes p rov ided  on e ithe r s ide o f the 
veh ic le . Jack stands m ust be used 
when w ork ing  unde r the  vehicle .

Spare Wheel

The spare  wheel is located in the c a r­
go space on the  LH side behind the 
panel.
Open web (1) and lift panel upwards. 
W hen a ttach ing  the  panel, m ake sure 
the  gu ide  p ins engage in the  flo o r of 
the cargo  space.
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Wheels Tires Changing Wheels

Wheels, Tires

In case of rep lacem en t we reco m ­
mend you use tires  of inden tica l 
design, version and brand.
See any M ERCEDES-BENZ serv ice  
station fo r in fo rm ation  on tested 
and recom m ended w heels and tires  
fo r sum m er and w in te r opera tion . 
They w ill also o ffe r m ore  advice 
concern ing  tire  serv ice  and p u r­
chase.
M ount newly acqu ired  s ing le  tires  
on the fro n t axle. It is adv isab le  to 
break in new tires  over a m ileage of 
a p p rox im a te ly  60 m iles (100 km ) 
at m odera te  speeds.
To prevent dam age to the valves, 
veh ic les equ ipped  w ith steel rim s 
m ust on ly be driven  w ith the hub 
caps insta lled.
For tire  spec ifica tions, re fer to 
“ Technica l Data” .

Rota ting wheels:
The w heels can be ro ta ted a c c o rd ­
ing to the  degree o f t ire  wear 
w h ile  re ta in ing  the sam e sense of 
ro ta tion . Rota ting , however, should 
be ca rried  ou t be fo re  the  cha rac ­
te ris tic  tire  w ear pa tte rn  (shou lde r 
w ear on fro n t w hee ls and tread 
cen ter wear on rea r whee ls) be­
com es v is ib le  at a m ileage o f 3,000 
—  6,000 m iles (5,000 —  10,000 km ) 
as o therw ise  the  d riv ing  p ro pe rties  
de terio ra te .
S low ly leaking a ir (e.g. due to a 
nail in the tire ) m ay cause dam age 
to the  tire  such as tread separa tion . 
Regu lar t ire  p ressu re  checks at in te r­
vals of no m ore  than 14 days are 
the re fo re  essentia l. For the  tire  p re s ­
sure checks, keep in m ind tha t hot 
tires  show  h igher p ressure  than co ld  
tires. See tire  p ressure  cha rt on last 
page.

S hou ld  the tire  p ressure  decrease 
constantly , check w hethe r fo re ign  
ob jec ts  have pene tra ted  the tire  
o r if rim  o r valve a llow  the a ir to 
leak.

C aution: Use lo ng er wheel bo lts 
fo r ligh t a lloy  rim s than those re ­
qu ired  fo r steel rim s (see illu s tra ­
tion  on page 64).

T ho ro ug h ly  c lean the inne r s ide of 
the  w hee ls any tim e  you ro ta te  the 
w hee ls o r wash veh ic le  underside .

Dented, bent o r co rro de d  rim s 
cause tire  p ressu re  loss and 
dam age to the  tire  beads. For th is  
reason, check rim s fo r dam age at 
reg u la r in te rva ls. D erust steel rim s 
and spo t pa in t, if requ ired .

C heck rim  flanges o f ligh t a lloy 
rim s fo r  w ear p r io r to m ounting  a 
tire . If necessary, rem ove burrs.



Wheels Tires Changing Wheels

>
Changing Wheels

1. D epress pa rk ing  b rake  pedal.

2. M ove se lecto r lever to 
pos ition  "P ” .

3. S afeguard  veh ic le  against ro lling  
o ff by using chocks  o r s im ila r. 
P lace chocks  under both 
op po s ite  whee ls (on dow nh ill 
side), on a level road on both 
s ides o f the  op pos ite  fro n t wheel 
when chang ing  a rear wheel.

4. Insert the  com b in a tion  w rench 
in one of the tr im  ring s lo ts  and 
pry o ff the  hub cap.

5. Using the com b in a tion  w rench, 
loosen bu t do not yet rem ove 
the  wheel bolts.

6. Clean jack  sup po rting  tube, if 
necessary. (Jack tubes are 
beh ind the  fro n t wheel housings 
and in fro n t of the rear wheel 
housings.)

7. Insert ja ck  arm  in to  the tube 
ho le up to the stop. Position the 
jack  so tha t it w ill a lways be 
vertica l as seen from  the side, 
even on inclines. Jack up the 
veh ic le  until the  wheel is c lear 
of the g round .

O bserve wheel bolts!
1 For ligh t a lloy rim s only
2 For steel rim s on ly

8. Then back ou t the  wheel bolts. 
P ro tect bo lt th reads  from  d irt 
and sand. Rem ove the wheel.

9. A d jus t the  ja ck  to a llow  the 
wheel to be s lipped  on w ithou t 
be ing lifted.

10. S lip  on wheel (valve down) 
and press on to  the  hub plate. 
Screw  in wheel bo lts  but use 
on ly  such bo lts  tha t su it the 
p a rticu la r rim .
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Wheels Tires Changing Wheels

11. Lower car and rem ove jack. 
T ighten the  five bo lts  evenly 
by go ing a round the wheel and 
tigh ten ing  every o th e r bo lt un ­
til all the bo lts  are tigh t. O b­
serve a tigh ten ing  to rqu e  of
72 ft. lbs. (10 m kp).

12. To insta ll the hub cap, s lip  the 
tire  valve th rough  one of the 
s lo ts appr. in the m id d le  be­
tween two hub cap m ounting  
c lips  and press the hub cap

against the  wheel flange  at th is 
po in t. Then push the two 
op po s ite  c lips  aga inst the rim  
and seat the  hub cap by firm ly  
s trik ing  it tow a rds  the  valve 
w ith the fla t of the hand.

13. C o rrec t t ire  pressure .

Tire Pressure

A tab le  (see fue l fille r flap  o r last
page) lists the tire  in fla tion  p re s ­

sures spec ified  fo r  sum m er and 
w in te r tires  as w ell as fo r the va ry ­
ing op e ra ting  cond itions.

T ire  te m p e ra tu re  and pressure  
increase w ith  the  veh ic le  speed. 
T ire  p ressure  shou ld  the re fo re  on ly 
be co rre c te d  on co ld  tires . C orrect 
t ire  p ressure  in hot tires  on ly  if 
p ressu re  has d ro pp ed  be low  the 
data lis ted in the  tab le  and the 
respective  opera ting  con d itions  are 
taken in to  cons idera tion .

(
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Checking Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Engine Oil Level Check

1 D ipstick
2 Oil f ille r hole

Check eng ine oil level at regu lar 
in tervals, e.g. a fte r re fue ling , w ith the 
engine at opera ting  tem pe ra tu re  and 
shut off.

The veh ic le  shou ld  be parked on level 
g ro un d  and the  o il level m ust be 
som ew here  between the  low er and 
the uppe r m ark on d ips tick  (1); do  not 
rep len ish  in excess of the  uppe r m ark.

For v iscos ity  and capacity , see “ Fuels, 
C oolants, Lubrican ts , etc., and last 
page '’.
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Checking Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Replenishing Coolant

The coo lan t level m ust reach:

•  to m ark ing  1 if the  coo lan t 
is cold,

•  to m ark ing  2 if the coo lan t 
is hot.

Do not rem ove rad ia to r cap if eng ine 
tem pe ra tu re  is above 194° F (90° C). 
A llow  engine to cool down be fore 
rem oving cap. The ra d ia to r con ta ins 
hot w ater and is under pressure .

F irst tu rn  cap to f irs t no tch to re lieve 
excess p ressu re  using a rag. If 
opened im m ed ia te ly , hot sca ld ing  
flu id  and steam  w ill be b low n ou t 
under pressure .
A dd  co ld  w ate r on ly  if eng ine  is ru n ­
ning. Both ho t and co ld  eng ines can 
be read ily  filled  up w ith hot w ater 
(see also “ fue ls, coo lants, lub rican ts , 
e tc .” , page 85).

If a s m a ll am oun t o f coo lan t has to be 
added (due to evapo ra tion  o f water), 
p la in  w a te r can be added.
If a la rge r qu an tity  of coo lan t has to 
be added, a 50 /50  m ix tu re  of water 
and an tifreeze  shou ld  be used.
The d ra in  p lugs are on the RH side 
o f the eng ine and LH bottom  
m ount o f the rad ia to r.

<
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Checking Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Fluid Level —
Automatic Transmission

At regu la r in terva ls, check the 
flu id  level o f the  au tom atic  tra n s ­
m ission tog e the r w ith  the  engine 
o il level p r io r to  every long trip , at 
the latest, however, a fte r every
3,000 m iles (5,000 km).

Check transm iss ion  flu id  level w ith 
the  eng ine id ling , pa rk ing  b rake  en ­
gaged and se lec to r lever in pos i­
tion  “ P” . The veh ic le  m ust be 
parked on level g round . P rio r to 
the  check, a llow  eng ine to id le  fo r 
app rox . 1 to 2 m inutes.

Exercise u tm ost clean liness!
To w ipe  the  d ips tick , use a clean 
and lin tless c lo th  (p re fe rab ly  
leather). To fill the  transm iss ion  
w ith flu id , on ly  pour it th rou gh  a 
fine -m esh filte r in to  the d ips tick  
open ing . Even the s ligh test im ­
pu rity  m ay cause opera tiona l 
troub les.

The oil level in the  transm iss ion  is 
de pe nd en t upon the oil tem pe ra ­
tu re . The m axim um  and m in im um  
oil level m arks  on the  d ips tick  are

ap p licab le  re ferences on ly if the 
transm iss ion  flu id  has reached its 
no rm a l ope ra ting  tem pe ra tu re  of 
176° F (80° C).
If, however, the transm iss ion  flu id  
coo ls dow n to  68 —  86° F (20 —  
30° C), w h ich is the norm al shop 
tem pe ra tu re  range, then the  m axi­
m um  oil level w ill be ap p rox im a te ly  
1.2 in. (30 m m ) be low  the m in i­
m um  m ark on the  d ips tick .
We stress th is  po in t because an 
oil change is no rm a lly  pe rfo rm ed 
w hen the transm iss ion  oil has 
coo led down to shop tem pera tu re . 
The flu id  level m ust not exceed the 
d ips tick  m axim um  m ark w ith the 
flu id  at opera ting  tem pera tu re . 
D rain o r s iphon off excess flu id , 
if requ ired .

9120

68



Reservoirs for W indow  
Washing Systems

The rese rvo ir fo r the w indsh ie ld  
washing system  is located in the  en ­
gine com partm en t.

Checking Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

The rese rvo ir fo r the  rea r w indow  
w ashing system  is loca ted beh ind the 
panel on the  RH side in the cargo 
space.

To open the panel, pu ll hand le  and 
fo ld  down panel.

R ep len ish ing reservo ir:
Replen ish w ith  w ate r b lended with 
w indsh ie ld  de tergent. Test func tion  of 
w ashing system . i
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Electrical System

Replacing Bulbs

To rem ove, push the  bu lb  in and 
tu rn  to the left, then lift the bu lb 
out.
To insta ll, g rip  the bu lb  w ith  a pa­
per tissue o r s im ila r c lo th , a lign  the  
p ins on the base o f the bu lb  w ith 
the grooves in the bu lb  socket, 
push in ligh tly  and tu rn  to the r ig h t 
until the  s top is felt.
Install on ly  bu lbs of p rescribed  
wattage. Refer to “ Techn ica l Data 
and last page” .

H ead lam p A im ing 
C o rrec t head lam p a im ing is o f p a r­
am oun t im p o rtan ce  to the roa d ­
w o rth iness o f the  car. Check and 
read jus t head lam ps at regu la r in te r­
vals and invariab ly  when a lam p 
has been rep laced.

Front Lamps

(Sealed Beam V ers ion —  USA 
S pec ifica tions, Fog Lam p)

1 Cover. Rem ove cove r (1) a fte r 
back ing  ou t knu rled  plastic  
nuts located beh ind head­
lam ps.

2 S ea led-beam  un it fo r high and 
low  beam

3 Fog lam p
4 Turn s ignal, pa rk ing , side 

m arke r and s tand ing lam p
5 S ecuring  nuts fo r cover
6 S ecu ring  nuts fo r tu rn  s ignal, 

pa rk ing , s ide  m arke r and 
s tand ing lam p

7 V ertica l a im ing screw , sea led- 
beam  unit

8 H orizon ta l a im ing  screw, 
sea led-beam  unit

9 V ertica l a im ing screw , fog 
lam p

10 H orizon ta l a im ing  screw, 
fog lam p



Electrical System

11 S ecuring  screw s fo r sea led- 
beam  un it re ta in ing  ring. 
Loosen securing  screw s, re ­
m ove re ta in ing ring and unit. 
Pull o ff connecto r.

12 S ecuring  screw s fo r fog lam p 
re ta in ing ring. Loosen secu r­
ing screw s and take ou t lam p 
body. Pull o ff p lug (13). D isen­
gage re ta in ing  sp ring  and re­
m ove bu lb  (14).

15 Bulb fo r tu rn  s ignal, pa rk ing , 
s ide m arke r and stand ing 
lam p. Loosen fas tener (6). 
Push lam p body fo rw a rd  and 
detach. Hold lam p ho lder by

the w ide  lug and pull out. 
D epress bu lb , tu rn  to the le ft 
and take  out. W hen insta lling  
the  bu lb  ho lder, the  lugs m ust 
engage the  lam p body reces­
ses. W hen ins ta lling  the lam p 
body, never fa il to engage the 
loca ting  w ebs (16) between 
the re ta in ing  sp ring s  (17).

Tail Lamp Assemblies

1 Turn signa l lam p
2 S top lam p
3 Tail lam p, s tand ing  lam p, 

s ide  m arke r lam p

Loosen both secu ring  nuts in the ca r­
go space bu t do  not unscrew  co m p le ­
tely. Loosen ta il lam p assem bly by 
exe rting  even p ressure  on both nuts. 
U nscrew  secu ring  screw s com p le te ly  
and detach ta il lam p assem bly.
Push up the secu ring  lug o f the  lam p 
ho ld e r s ligh tly  and rem ove lam p 
ho lder.
To rep lace, depress bu lb , tu rn  it to 
the  le ft and pu ll it out.



Electrical System

License Plate Lamps

Loosen both the  securing  screw s (1) 
and take ou t lam p.

3 Backup Lamps

Loosen secu ring  screw s and detach 
lens. To rep lace, depress the  bulb, 
tu rn  it to the  le ft and pull it out.

Courtesy Lamps

To rep lace the bu lb , press courtesy 
lam p s ligh tly  tow a rds  the  left (1), 
lift o ff at r ig h t-ha nd  side (2) and 
pull ou t to the right.
The sam e app lies  when rem oving 
the  rear cou rtesy lam p.

Glove Com partm ent Lamp

To rep lace the  bu lb , pu ll ou t lamp.
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Electrical System
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Fuses

The fuse box is located in the 
engine com partm en t.
A sum m ary o f the  pro tected 
equ ipm en t is p rin ted  in the fuse 
box cover.
Fuse a rrangem en t in the  box —  
starting  at eng ine side, p roceed ing  
from  ins ide to ou ts ide  —  
upper row: odd num bers
1, 3, 5 etc. up to 13; 
lower row: even num bers
2, 4, 6 etc. up to 14.

Fuses m ust be rep laced, not re ­
pa ired o r b ridged .
S pare  fuses are s tored in the fuse 
box (observe am perage  and co lo r 
code).
D e te rm ine the  cause of a sho rt 
p rio r to rep lac ing  a bu rne d -ou t 
fuse.
A fte r rep lac ing  a fuse, screw  on 
the fuse box cove r firm ly .

Battery

Check the flu id  level in the  ce lls 
from  ou ts ide  ap p ro x im a te ly  every 
4 weeks, and m ore  often in sum m er 
and in hot zones.
The flu id  level m ust be between the 
low er and the u p p e r m ark ings.
O nly rep len ish  w ith  d is tille d  water. 
Do not use m etal funne ls  and do 
not pe rfo ra te  the d iap h rag m  o f the 
ba tte ry  ove rfill p ro tection .

The ba tte ry  is filled  to the m axim um  
level when the w ate r level in the  cell 
fillin g  cha m be r s tops go ing down.
If ba tte ry acid  is to be extracted 
fo r ba tte ry d iagnos is  purposes, 
pe rfo ra te  the  d iaph ragm  w ith the 
hyd rom e te r o r the  tube  attached 
to it.
C oat ba tte ry  te rm ina l c lam ps w ith 
a c id p ro o f grease. Keep ba tte ry clean 
and dry.
O nly tow  veh ic le  w ith the  batte ry 
connected .
O nly cha rge  ba tte ry  w ith the  rap id  
c ha rge r w hen it is d isconnected  
fro m  the veh ic le  c ircu it.

Note:
W hile  the  eng ine is runn ing  the 
ba tte ry  te rm in a l c la m ps m ust not 
be loosened o r de tached as o th e r­
w ise the  a lte rna to r and o the r e lec­
tro n ic  un its  w ou ld  be dam aged.



Tow-starting and Towing the Vehicle

Towing eyes are s itua ted undernea th  
the  fro n t and rear end on the RH side. 
Use a so lid  tow ing link such as a tow - 
bar.
T ow -sta rt veh ic le  on ly w ith the  ba tte ry 
connected.
Caution: R em em ber, however, tha t 
un til the eng ine  is runn ing, the  pow er 
s teering and pow er b rakes do not 
o ffe r ass is tance and cons ide rab le  
add itiona l e ffo rt is requ ired  to steer 
and s top the car.

Emergency Engine Start 
(Tow -starting)

Turn id le speed ad jus ting  knob 
cou n te rc lockw ise  to the stop. S h ift

>
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se lecto r lever to “ N”  and turn key in 
s tee ring  lock to pos ition  “ 2” .

Have veh ic le  tow ed. Having a tta ined a 
speed of 18 m ph (30 k m /h ) —  cold 
transm iss ion  —  o r 30 m ph (50  k m /h ) 
—  w arm  transm iss ion  —  keep on 
d riv ing  at th is  speed fo r a p p ro x im a ­
te ly  2 m inutes to  ensure  su ffic ien t 
flu id  p ressure  in the transm iss ion .

To c rank the  engine, sh ift se lec to r 
lever to “ S ” . Touch the acce le ra to r 
on ly when the  eng ine s tarts  fir ing . As 
soon as the  eng ine  has started , 
im m ed ia te ly  re tu rn  se lec to r lever to 
“ N” . A d jus t id le  speed. It is im p o rtan t 
to a llow  the eng ine to id le  fo r at least 3 
m inutes be fore  s ta rting  o ff because

the p reg low ing  process starts  when 
the key is in s tee ring  lock position  "2 ” 
and is not im m ed ia te ly  d is rup te d  afte r 
the eng ine has been tow -sta rted . 
During th is  tim e  the p reg low ing 
process is cu t ou t au tom atica lly .

If the eng ine has not fired  a fte r a few 
seconds, sh ift the  se lecto r lever from  
“ S ” to “ N”  to  p ro te c t the  transm iss ion  
from  dam age.

For a new s ta rting  a ttem pt, tow -s ta rt 
the veh ic le  fo r som e tim e again w ith 
the  se lec to r lever in pos ition  “ N”  and 
repea t the sta rting  p rocedure .

The sam e m ethod can be used to s tart 
the eng ine in em ergenc ies when 
ro lling  dow nh ill.



Tow-starting and Towing the Vehicle Unlocking of the Filler Flap

Starting the Engine with 
Jumper Cable (35 m m 2 Minimum  
Cable Cross Section) and 
Auxiliary (Booster) Battery

C onnect positive (+) te rm ina l of 
aux ilia ry  ba tte ry  to  pos itive  te rm ina l of 
car ba tte ry and negative (- )  te rm ina l 
o f the aux ilia ry  ba tte ry  to  the negative 
te rm ina l o f the car batte ry. If the 
batte ry o f ano the r veh ic le  is used, the 
e n g in e o f th e o th e r car shou ld  be run 
at high idle. A fte r the  eng ine has 
started , f irs t d isconnect the negative 
te rm ina l and then the  positive 
te rm ina l.
If the eng ine is started  w ith cha rg ing  
equ ipm en t, the batte ry m ust be 
connected.

Towing a Vehicle

The veh ic le  m ay be tow ed w ith the 
d riv ing  w hee ls on the g ro un d  and the 
se lec to r lever in pos ition  “ N ” fo r 
d is tances up to 75 m iles (12 0  km )a n d  
at a speed not to exceed 30 m ph 
(50 km /h ).
To pos itive ly  avo id a p o ss ib ility  of 
dam age to the  transm iss ion , however, 
we recom m end  to  d iscon nec t the 
d rive  shaft at the  rea r ax le  d rive  flange  
on any tow ing  beyond a sho rt tow  to a 
nearby garage.

If the fue l fille r flap  canno t be opened 
in a veh ic le  locked  w ith the  m aster 
lock system , pu ll hand le  in panel and 
fo ld  dow n panel. Then pull up the 
linkage  rod o f the  vacuum  elem ent.

(
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Identification Plates Vehicle Data Cards

W hen o rd e rin g  spare  parts, p lease 
quote  chassis  and eng ine num bers.

The veh ic le  da ta cards bear all the 
im p o rtan t da ta re la ting  to you r 
vehicle .

C ertifica tion  Tag 
(le ft do o r p illa r) 
Iden tifica tion  Tag 
(le ft w indow  post) 
Chassis No.

4 Body No. and P a in tw ork No.
5 Engine No.
6 Em ission C ontro l Tag
7 Em ission C ontro l Tag 

Cata lyst In fo rm a tion

Data card  No. 1 bears the key 
num ber and shou ld  on no accoun t 
be left in the veh ic le . S ub m it th is  card 
to your M ERCEDES-BENZ service 
sta tion to request a rep lacem en t key 
in case o f loss.

The p ro d u c tio n  data card  bears no 
key data and is kep t in the  m a in te ­
nance book le t. P resenting th is  card 
to the  serv ice  sta tion w ill fac ilita te  
the process ing  of the  o rder.
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T y p e ................................................  300 TD (123 190)’

Engine

Engine t y p e ..............................................  617
W ork cyc le  .......................................  Diesel fou r s troke
No. of cy linde rs  .......................................  5
B o r e .........................  3.58 ins. (90.9 m m )
S troke  ............................................ 3.64 ins. (92.4 m m )
Total p iston d isp lacem en t . . . .  183.0 cu. ins.

(2,998 c m 3)
C om press ion  ra tio  ................................ 21
O utpu t acc. to S A E .................... 77 net bh p /4 ,00 0  rpm
Valve c learance 1 In take . . .  0.004 in. (0.10 m m )
(cold engine) I E x h a u s t..  0.012 in. (0.30 m m )
In jection  o r d e r ..................................  1 - 2 - 4 - 5 - 3

V-belts:
W ater pum p —  fan —  a lte r-
n a to r ..................................... ......... 9.5 x 980 mm
Power s te e r in g ................. ......... 12.5 x 1,150 mm
A ir c o n d it io n in g ............... ......... 12,5 x 1,350 mm

Technical Data

Transmission

Design ............................................  A u to m atic  fou r-speed
to rq u e -co n ve rte r

transm iss ion

Steering System

Design ............................................  Power s teering

Rims —  Tires

R im s ................................................  6 J  x 1 4 H 2
S um m er tires:
R ad ia l-p ly  t i r e s ............................  195/70 SR 14
W in te r tires:
R ad ia l-p ly  t i r e s ............................  195/70 SR 14 M + S

Electrical System

A lte rn a to r .....................................  14 V /  55 A
S ta rte r m o t o r ............................... 1 2 V / 2 . 0 k W
B attery .......................................... 12 V / 88 Ah

1 The quo ted  data  a pp ly  o n ly  to  the  s tandard  vehic le. See a MERCEDES-BENZ 
se rv ice  s ta tion  fo r the  co rre sp o n d in g  data  o f all spec ia l bod ies and specia l 
equ ipm ent.

<
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Technical Data

12 V

Sealed beam  
H 3

21 /5  W (32 /3  cp) 
21 W (32 cp)
21 W (32 cp)

10 W (6 cp)
21 W (32 cp) 

5W festoon lam p 
10 W festoon lam p 

5 W festoon lam p

80

Bulbs ..............................................

High and low  beam s ...............
Fog lam ps ...................................
Turn s ignal, c learance  and 
s ide m arke r lam ps, fro n t
S top lam ps .................................
Turn  signa l lam ps, r e a r ...........
Tall, s tand ing  and side
m arke r lam ps, rea r .................
Backup lam ps ............................
License p la te  lam ps .................
In te rio r lam ps ............................
G love com p a rtm en t lam p

Main Dimensions

O verall veh ic le  length ............. 190.9 ins. (4,848 mm )
Overall veh ic le  w id th  ............... 70.3 ins. (1,786 m m )
Overall he ight (cu rb  cond ition ) 57.9 ins. (1,470 mm )
W heel base ................................. 110.0 ins. (2,795 mm)
Track, fro n t ................................. 58.6 ins. (1,488 m m )
Track, rear ................................... 57.2 ins. (1,453 m m )

W eights See ce rtifica tion  tag



Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc. Capacities

Vehicle com ponents  and the ir 
respective lub rican ts  m ust m atch.

T here fo re  use on ly  b rands tested and 
recom m ended  by us.

E nquire  at you r M ERCEDES-BENZ 
serv ice  sta tion.

C apacity Fuels, coo lants , lub rican ts , etc.

Total o il capac ity  in 
case of engine oil and 
filte r change

Total oil capac ity  in 
case of engine oil 
change w ithou t filte r 
rep lacem en t

7 /5 .7  U S /Im p . qts. (6.5 I)

5 .2 /4 .4  U S /Im p . qts. (5.0 I)

SAE 40 m ay be used if a m b ien t tem pe ra tu res  co nstantly  exceed 
+86° F (+30° C).

A utom atic  transm iss ion

In itia l fill:
6 .4 /5 .4  U S /Im p . qts. (6.1 I) 
F luid change:
5 /4 .2  U S /Im p. qts. (4.8 I)

A u to m atic  transm iss ion  flu id  (ATF)

Rear axle 2 .1 /1 .8  U S /Im p. pts. (1.0 I) H ypoid gear oil SAE 90

Level con tro l 3.7/3.1 U S /Im p . qts. (3.5 I) H yd rau lic  oil



Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc. Capacities

C apacity Fuels, coo lants, lub rican ts , etc.

A cce le ra to r con tro l linkage F lydraulic flu id

Power steering 3 .0 /2 .5  U S /Im p. pts. (1.4 I) A u to m atic  transm iss ion  flu id  (ATF)

Front wheel hubs
2.1 oz each approx. 
(60 g each approx.)

M u ltipu rp ose  o r an tifric tion  
bearing grease

G rease n ipp les M u ltipu rp ose  or lu b rica tion  grease

Door locks Specia l grease

Battery te rm ina ls Bosch specia l grease

Brake rese rvo ir 1 .1 /0 .9 U S /Im p. pts. (0.5 I) B rake flu id

W indsh ie ld  w asher system
ap pro x im a te ly
3 .2 /2 .6  U S /Im p. qts. (3.0 I)

W ater p lus w indsh ie ld

Rear w indow  w asher system
ap p ro x im a te ly
2 .6 /2 .2  U S /Im p. qts. (2.5 I)

de te rgen t

Fuel tank

inc lud ing  a reserve of

ap p ro x im a te ly
18 .5/15.4 U S /Im p . gal. (70 I)
a p p ro x im a te ly
2 .9 /2 .4  U S /Im p . gal. (11 I)

Diesel fue ls  acc. to ASTM  D 975 
grades 1 and 2 as well as 
VV-F-800 a grades 1 and 2

C ooling system 11.6/9.6 U S /Im p . qts. (11 I) C oolant



Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Engine Oils

Engine oils are spec ifica lly  tested 
fo r the ir su ita b ility  in ou r engines. 
There fore, use on ly  eng ine oils 
recom m ended by us. In fo rm a tion  
on recom m ended b rands is ava il­
ab le at any M ERCEDES-BENZ 
service station.

A new or recond itioned  eng ine is 
filled  w ith an in itia l ope ra tion  o il in

the fac to ry  o r in a MERCEDES- 
BENZ serv ice  sta tion. This o il is 
spec ia lly  deve loped  fo r  the spec ific  
ope ra ting  con d itio n s  du ring  the 
firs t 300 —  600 m iles 
(500 —  1,000 km ).
A recom m ended  eng ine  oil m ay be 
used fo r to p p in g  up if the o il level 
d ro ps  o f the  d ips tick  m in im um  
m ark p rio r to  the  firs t serv ice  
300 —  600 m iles (500 —  1,000 km ).

Brake Fluid

B rake flu id  shou ld  be changed 
once a year, p re fe rab ly  in spring . 
O nly use b rake  flu id  recom m ended 
by us. For fu rth e r in fo rm ation , 
re fer to  “ Safe D riv ing ” .

(
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Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Diesel Fuels

Use on ly com m e rc ia lly  ava ilab le  
veh icu la r d iese l fue ls  No. 2 o r No. 1 
(ASTM  D 975 No. 2-D o r No. 1-D). 

Change eng ine oil in com p lia nce  w ith 
section “ Engine Oil C hange and Oil 
F ilter S e rv ice ” if d iese l fue ls are used 
w hose su lph u r con ten t exceeds 0.5 % 
by weight. M arine  d iesel fuel, heating 
o il o r the like  m ust not be used.

A t very low tem pe ra tu re s  the flu id ity  o f 
No. 2-D diesel fue l m ay becom e 
insu ffic ien t due to para ffin  separa tion . 
To avoid m alfunctions, No. 2-D diese l 
fue l of a low ered c loud  po in t are 
m arke ted du ring  the co ld  season.
If w in te r d iese l fue l is used, the re  w ill 
ha rd ly  be any m a lfunc tions  at ou ts ide  
tem pe ra tu res  reaching as low as 
+3° F (-16° C).

Varying w ith the tem pe ra tu re , add a 
certa in  quan tity  of kerosene, if on ly 
No. 2-D sum m er d iesel fue ls  o r less 
co ld  res is tant w in te r d iese l fue ls  are 
ava ilab le  o r if tem pe ra tu re s  d rop  
be low  +3° F (-16° C).

If regu la r gaso line  does have to be 
added, its p ro p o rtio n  should not 
exceed 30 %. P rem ium  fue ls are not 
to be used.

Engine pow er m ay d ro p  acco rd ing  to 
the p ro po rtion  of supp lem en ta ry  fuel.

For th is  reason, keep pe rcen tage of 
fue l added to the m in im um  necessi­
ta ted by the am b ien t tem pera tu re . 
Even at am b ien t tem pe ra tu res  o f less 
than -8 ° F (-22° C) the p ro po rtion  of 
sup p lem en ta ry  fue l (kerosene) m ust 
not exceed 50 %.

A m b ien t tem pe ra tu re

+32° F to +14° F 
(0° C to -10 ° C)
+ 14° F to +5° F 
(-10° C t o -15° C)

The fo llow ing  tab le  can be used as a 
re ference, if it becom es necessary to 
add kerosene to  No. 2-D diesel fuel. 
The m ix ing ra tios  shown re fe r to the 
to ta l m ix tu re  based on No. 2-D 
sum m er d iesel fuel. We recom m end 
not to  exceed the m ix tu re  ratio, 
dependen t on p reva iling  tem pe ra ­
tures.

No. 2-D S um m er S upp lem en ta ry  
diese l fue l fuel

% %

70 30

50 50

The add ing  of sup p lem en ta ry  fue l to 
No. 1-D diese l fue l is not re co m ­
m ended even at low am b ien t te m p e r­
atures.



Fuels Coolants Lubricants etc.

Coolants

The coo lan t is a m ix tu re  o f w a te r and 
antifreeze. In p roduc tion , the  coo ling  
system is filled  w ith an antifreeze- 
w a te r m ix tu re  o ffe ring  p ro tec tion  to 
approx. -22° F (-30° C). The red m ark 
on the tem pe ra tu re  gauge in the 
ins trum en t c lus te r is m atched to th is 
an tifreeze -w ate r m ix tu re  (approx. 
bo iling po in t 257° F /1 25° C). The p ro ­
tection against co rro s ion  is a lso en ­
sured by th is  m ix tu re  m aking it un ­
necessary to add a co rro s ion  in h ib i­
tor.
The coo lan t rem a ins in the coo ling  
system  all year round and m ust be 
renewed a fte r 2 years at the latest. 
This app lies  also to tra ile r opera tion , 
hard d riv ing  and to veh ic les d riven  in 
trop ica l countries.
If coo lan t has leaked from  the coo ling  
system , rep lace the m issing quan tity  
w ith w a te r and a recom m ended  brand 
of an tifreeze. For norm al rep le n ish ­

m ent (due to evapo ra tion  of water) 
p la in  w a te r w ill do.

The w ate r shou ld  be clean, soft to 
m ed ium  so ft and con ta in  the  m in i­
m um  am o un t of scale fo rm in g  
m inera ls  (po tab le  w ate r quality).

The coo lan t m ix tu re  shou ld  always 
con ta in  enough an tifreeze to  ensure 
p ro tec tion  to a m in im um  of -4 °  F 
(-20° C).

If an tifreeze is not ava ilab le , add a 
c o rro s ion  in h ib ito r to the coo ling  
w ater to ensure  p ro p e r pro tection  
against co rro s ion . To trea t the c o o l­
ing w ater, do not use m ore  than 1 % 
(10 cu c m /l)  o f a recom m ended 
co rro s ion  in h ib ito r.

W ithou t an tifreeze in the coo ling  
system , the  w ate r a lready s ta rts  b o il­
ing at app rox . 224° F (118° C), which 
m eans tha t the  po in te r o f the te m p e r­
a tu re  gauge in the in s tru m en t c lus te r 
m ay still be be low  the red m ark.

Antifreeze

P rio r to  the onset o f the co ld  season, 
check the coo lan t fo r its res is tance to 
co ld . Repeat th is  check du ring  the 
co ld  spell. Regu lar testing  o f the 
an tifreeze con cen tra tion  is ca rried  out 
on ly  at each M ERCEDES-BENZ 
m ain tenance  service.
To p reven t dam age to  the coo ling  
system , f ill on ly  w ith recom m ended 
brands o f an tifreeze.
Any M ERCEDES-BENZ service 
sta tion w ill read ily  advise you on 
recom m ended  an tifreeze brands.

P ro tection
up to A n tifreeze

-  4 °F 3 .7 /3 .3  U S /Im p. qts.
(-20 ° C) (3.75 I)
-22 ° F 5 .3 /4 .4  U S /Im p. qts.

(-30° C) (5.0 I)
-40° F 6/5.1 U S /Im p. qts.

(-40 ° C) (5.75 I)



Service Literature

C ustom ers w ho are in te rested in o rd e rin g  serv ice  lite ra tu re  fo r 
the ir veh ic les are advised to con tac t ou r subs id ia ries  in the  U.S. 
o r C anada at the fo llow ing  addresses, respective ly

fo r U.S.A.: M ercedes-B enz of N.A. Inc.
One M ercedes Drive 
P.O. Box 350
M ontva le , New Jersey 07645 
Att: Techn ica l P ub lica tions 
Tel: (201) 573-0600

fo r Canada: M ercedes-B enz o f C anada
849 E glin ton Ave., East 
T oron to  17, Ont., Canada 
Att: S erv ice D epartm ent 
Tel: 416-425-3550

The above com pan ies  w ill be happy to  hand le  any such 
requests from  custom ers.

W e con s id e r th is  to be the  best way in ob ta in ing  accura te  
in fo rm a tion  fo r you r vehicle.
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Printed in Germany

We reserve  the  righ t to  m o d ify  the  tech n ica l de ta ils  o f the  veh ic le  as g iven in the  data 
and illus tra tio ns  o f th is  O w ner’s M anual (s.e.e.o.). R eprin ting , tra ns la tio n  and copying , 
even o f e xcerp ts , is not p e rm itted  w ith ou t o ur p r io r a u thoriza tion  in w riting .
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The last page 

• Fuel: 

• Engine Oil: 

• Automatic 
Transmission: 

・Coolant:
• Bulbs: 

• Tire Pressure: 
For driving up to 
100 mph (160 km/h) 

What you should know at the gas station 

Diesel fuels acc. to ASTM D 975. grades 1 and 2 as well as VV-F・800a grades 1 and 2. 
Fuel tank capacity approx. 18.5/15.4 US/Imp. gal. (70 I). 
this includes a 2.912.4 US/Imp. gal. (11 I) reserve. 

Year-round multigrade oils 10 W-40/10 W・50
For further information, refer to page 81. 

Quantity differential between upper and lower dipstick marking level: 
3.212.6 US/Imp. pts. ( 1.5 I). 

Automatic transmission fluid (ATF). 
For level checks and replenishment, refer to page 68. 

For normal replenishment, use water (potable water quality). 
For further information (e.g. antifreeze), refer to page 85. 

High and low beams: Sealed beam, tail and standing lamps 10 W (6 cp), turn signal, 
clearance and side marker lamps, front 2115 W (32/3 cp), turn signa.l lamps, rear 21 W 
(32 cp), stop lamps 21 W (32 cp). For further information, refer to “Technical Data’＼ 

Cold tires: 

Partial load: 

Warm tires・ 

after low-speed operation 
+4 psi ( +0.3 bar) 

Maximum load 

after high-speed operation 
+8 psi ( +0.5 bar) 




